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Summer is full of great things 
for our youth.  

Read all about it! 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
June 25-July 1 

 

On June 25, our Reformation group of Alex Beers, 
Spencer Beers, Ian Flores, Nick Flores, Ryan Flores, 
Alex Holzrichter, Kierra Koeber, Tara Rindt, Derek 
Rindt and Pastor Kristin will load up a bus with 
friends from Resurrection, Gloria Dei, and Christ 
Lutheran churches for an experience of a lifetime – 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX!  

 
There, our Wichitawesome 
Lutherans will join with 
30,000 of their closest 
friends for a week of 
learning, service and 
worship. We will gather for 
worship each day at the 
NRG Center (where the 
Houston Texans play), 

engage in service throughout the city of Houston, 
study and celebrate with the other youth and 
adults from our Central States Synod, and spend a 
day in interactive learning in the center that is 
bigger than 14 football fields!  
 
While in Houston, we’ll also have the opportunity 
to visit the Space Center, put our feet in the ocean 
in Galveston, and watch the World Series 
Champion Houston Astros play some ball. Please 
remember us in your prayers as we embark on 
this incredible trip. 

 

Youth at the Drive-In 
 
Who:  MS and HS Youth 
(including those who will 
begin 6th grade this fall) 
Date: Wednesday, May 30 

Time: 7p.m.-11p.m. 

Where: Starlite Drive-in 

RSVP: Pastor Kristin by May 28 

Details: We’ll meet at church and return there after the 
movie. We are watching the 1st movie of the double 
feature. Bring $4 for admission, snacks or money for 
food and a lawn chair or blanket. 
 

Youth Group Mini Golf 
Wednesday, June 20, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Hey Middle and High School 
youth (including those 
starting 6th grade this fall) – 
would you like to test your 
putting skills and challenge 
Pastor Kristin to 18 (or even 
36) holes of mini golf? She’ll 

be waiting for you on Wednesday night, June 20, at 6:00 
p.m. at All Star Adventures (1010 N Webb Road). Don’t 
leave her hanging! You’ll just need $9 (plus money for 
snacks, if you want them), and your positive attitude! 
See you there! 
 

Summer Calendars 
 

School may be out for 
the summer, but we 
know that your 
activities don’t stop 
just because school 
does, so the calendars 
in the parish hall have 
been updated for the 
summer. Youth of all ages are invited to add their 
activities to the calendar as an invitation for 
congregation members to come see them in action! 
You’ll also find church sponsored youth activities listed 
on the calendar, so check it out – and add to it! 
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Relationships 

 
Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 

Associate Pastor 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Come, join the dance 
of Trinity, 

before all worlds  
begun- 

the interweaving 
of the Three, 

the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe 

of space and time 
did not arise by chance, 

but as the Three, 
in love and hope, 

made room 
within their dance. 

 
Come, Join the Dance of Trinity  

ELW 412 
Text: Richard Leach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Relationships. We know that they are 
important, and even central to what 
we do and who we are as church. But 
what does an authentic, meaningful 
relationship look like? 

That question was at the center of a 
continuing education event I recently 
attended with Tom Schwolert from 
Vibrant Faith. We gathered to talk 
about digital engagement – how we 
can best use the tools of social media 
and the internet to be in ministry 
with the community that spends a lot 
of time in that digital space.  

But before we could get to which 
platform to use and how to use some 
of those different platforms, we 
talked about why we would even 
bother. Why do we want to engage in 
the digital world in ministry? 

The answer is the same as it would 
be for engaging in any environment – 
relationships. Just as Jesus came and 
comes to where we are, we go to 
where people are to build 
relationships.  

But these are not just any 
relationships. At the conference, Tom 
challenged us to think about what an 
authentic, meaningful relationship 
really looks like. And then helped us 
to put words to our thoughts using a 
study from the Search Institute. 

In their study results they write: 
“Young people are more likely to 
grow up successfully when they 
experience developmental 
relationships with important people 
in their lives. Developmental 
relationships are close connections 
through which young people discover 
who they are, cultivate abilities to 
shape their own lives, and learn how 
to engage with and contribute to the 
world around them.” Search Institute 
identified 5 elements that make 
relationships powerful in the lives of 
young people – and I would argue – 
in the lives of all of us.  

 

 

Those five elements include: 
expressing care, challenging growth, 
providing support, sharing power, 
and expanding possibilities. 

We know that we are made to be in 
relationship. In the creation story we 
hear God say, “Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). God 
exists in relationship – Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit – and we were created 
in that image. Created for 
relationship.  

Our most powerful relationships are 
those that express care, challenge 
growth, provide support, share power 
and expand possibilities. God does all 
of those things for us through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and we are 
called to do that for one another.  

Like all of our varied relationships, 
some of our church relationships are 
those deep, powerful, meaningful, 
authentic relationships, while others 
tend to remain at the surface level.  

This summer our revised summer 
worship schedule allows us a chance 
to catch up on some of those 
relationships we have been missing. 
With just 30 minutes between the 
Sunday morning worship services, it 
is a great chance to linger longer or 
come early to cross paths with those 
friends that worship at a different 
time than you. Time to strengthen old 
relationships and form new ones.  

And, as we discussed at the 
conference, those relationships can 
also be nurtured when we aren’t face 
to face. Take a few minutes to drop a 
note – either through the mail, email, 
or online – to that person you’ve been 
missing. Each small step helps those 
relationships grow deeper and 
stronger. 

God’s peace & joy, 
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Yellow Bag Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Door Pantry Focus for June is 

BREAKFAST CEREAL AND BARS 

School is out for the year and there are 
lots of kids who won’t get the usual 
breakfast and lunch at school and will 
need quick and easy breakfast and lunch 
foods to make for themselves.  How about 
we start out June by providing breakfast 
cereals of all kinds for the kids.  Hot, cold, 
rectangle shapes, circle shapes, flakes or 
bars, let’s make sure kids have something 
good to eat to start their day this summer.  

Don’t forget there is ALWAYS a need for 
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables 
and fruit, boxed macaroni and cheese, 
dried beans, cereal and oatmeal, sugar and 
flour, soups and crackers. 

Place your items in the grocery cart 
located by the door in Parish Hall.  Thank 
you to all who so faithfully remember this 
ministry. 

 
Best Times of Life 

Monday, June 11, 12:00 p.m. 
Passageways 

 
The June 11 BTOL 
program will be 
presented by Jennifer 
Garrison, one of the 
founders of 

Passageways , a private, faith based non-
profit organization providing services to 
Homeless and near homeless veterans.  
Come and hear their story. 
 
Bring a covered dish to share and your 
own table service.  Please call Jolene 
Dougherty (776-2068) or Doris Moden
(213-2068) with your reservations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Women’s Night Out  

 
Women’s Dining will be at N & J Middle 
Eastern Cuisine, 5600 E Lincoln, on 
Tuesday, June 26 at 6:30 p.m.  Please join 
us for a fun evening of food and 
fellowship. If you plan to go, contact 
Martha Deines ( 214-4414 or e-mail by 
June 25. 
 Hope to see you there. 

 

 

Congratulations! 

We will recognize and celebrate 
Pastor Cheryl Hoops’ Tenth 
Ordination Anniversary on June 3 (the 
actual date was in January).  In 
addition to the reception between 
worship services, the hymn “Beautiful 
Savior” will be sung at all three 
weekend worship services that 
weekend as it is a special hymn for 
Pastor Cheryl and her family.   

 

 
 

 

Concert Cancelled 
 

  The Heavenly Harp Concert originally scheduled for  
  June 14 has been cancelled, but there will be a concert  
  on June 13 at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Hutchinson  
  (140 E 30th Street) at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Do You Have an Article for Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail to Debbie. 

 

Deadline for the July Ref Life is June 15.  

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

June 4  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
June 18  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
June 20  Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
    Lesson Leader: Kathy Drake 
    Hostess: Kathy Drake (at the church) 
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Fun and Fellowship for the 4th! 

Wednesday, July 4, 6:30 p.m. 
 
If you'd like a chance to 
have some fun and 
fellowship on the 4th of 
July, but need to stay in 
town because it falls on a 
Wednesday, why not join 
us at Reformation? We'll 
be cooking up some 
hamburgers and hot dogs 
at 6:30 p.m., and we're asking people coming by to 
bring side dishes such as salads, beans, chips, 
deserts or whatever!  (Hummus sound good with 
hamburgers?  Bring it on!) We'll also have some 
lawn games to play and a bouncy house for the 
younger kids (or those young at heart), thanks to a 
Thrivent Action Team Grant! Around 7:30 we'll have 
some organized games as well.  Finally, as it gets 
dark, put out your lawn chair to watch the fireworks 
from the nearby Country Club.  It'll be a great 
time.  Mark it on your calendar and plan to join us - 
bring friends and relatives, too, if you wish!  It's 
open to all. 
 
 

Lutheran Worship at Catholic Care 

Reformation is now a proud sponsor of a Lutheran 
Worship Service at Catholic Care.  Reformation 
member and soon-to-be seminarian, Andrew Beers, 
is leading the worship service.  Thanks, Andrew! 

 

 

 

 

At Reformation 
It’s Saturday Night! 

 

Join us for the fifth Saturday potluck: 
June 30 at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Bring food to share and your unique 
conversation. All are welcome for feasting 

and fellowship. 
 

We hope to see YOU! 

Stephen Ministry 
 

Most of us are about as eager to be changed 
as we were to be born, and go through our 
changes in a similar state of shock.  
                 - James Baldwin 

 
We feel vulnerable when the safety of the old life has 
been set aside and the safety of the new life is not yet in 
place.  During this threatening time, we can claim 
spiritual safety as the bedrock of our security.  Our faith 
in God is the mountain, events are the clouds that hide 
its face.  God is good!  He opens our hearts to the 
possibility of good within the difficulty that allows us to 
open new doors. 
 
If you or someone you know could benefit from 
Stephen Ministry, a confidential one-to-one ministry 
for people who are going through difficulty changes in 
their  lives, call one of the following Stephen Leaders 
for information:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), David Dorf 
(208-4064), Lotus Gerards (283-8602), Marsha Sears 
(634-6101). 
 

 

Listening for Peace  
Thursday, June 7, 7:00 p.m. 

 
The third Listening for Peace worship service will be 
hosted by Saint Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic 
Parish, 861 N. Socora, on Thursday, June 7 at 7 p.m. 
 
 
 

 

Synod Assembly is June 7-9  
at Bethany College 

 

Reformation’s voting members are:  Melissa Rindt, Tara 
Rindt, Dalton Winters, Kevin Winters, Cheryl Hoops, 
Pastor Kristin, and Pastor Mari. 
 

 

Recent Pastoral Acts 
Funeral of Gene Peters, April 27, 2018 
 
Baptism of Parker Sally Johnson, May 12, 2018 
Note:  Pastor Mari baptized Parker while on vacation in 
Minnesota.  Since we are baptized not only into the family of 
God but also into a congregation, Parker became a member of 
Reformation. 

 
Baptism of Walker Thomas Patry, May 13, 2018 
 
New and Returning Members 
Cameron Morgan 
Christi Leewright-Patry and Catherine Patry 
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Reformation Endowment and Memorials 
 
The Reformation Endowment and Memorials Committee 
met on April 30th to review, discuss, and prayerfully 
consider the seven grant applications we received. The 
applicants requested a total of $32,200 and the 
committee had $14,841.38 in available funds. 
 
The following grants were awarded: 
• $3,000 to Mision San Juan de Dios (The ELCA 

mission church in the Plainview Community) 
• $1,000 to Eric Jensen, Young Adults in Global 

Mission (To support Eric’s service abroad for one 
year) 

• $3,000 to Reformation’s Community Breakfast 
Fund (Reformation members cook and serve a 
monthly breakfast/provide bus tickets to the 
homeless in our community) 

• $2,000 to Partners for Wichita’s Filling the Gap 
(To help provide lunches for about 800 children a day 
during the summer break from school) 

• $3,000 to Saint Francis Community Services (To 
help provide an additional Head Start classroom for 
children and families in foster care in our community) 

 
The committee carried over $2,841.38 to the next grant 
application period, which ends October 15, 2018. 
We sincerely appreciate each individual and group who 
applied. 
 
The Committee also has been diligent in contacting 
families who had left memorial gifts entrusted to 
Reformation.  All gifts prior to 2015 have now been 
designated.  Gifts given in memory of Kay Drumm and 
Neil Burrow were given to the Endowment Fund.  Other 
gifts will be used to purchase items from the memorial 
catalog.  As these items are purchased, announcements 
will be made, and items will be dedicated to the glory of 
God. 
 
Our Endowment Fund and Memorials Funds and the 
Committee are governed by our Constitution, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions. 
   
Committee Members: Susayn Brandes, Ruth Ann Koepsel,              
Pam Lyford, Ted Vlamis, Jerry Whetstone 
Pr. Mari Larson, Advisory Member 
 

Why We Do What We Do in Worship  
Episode 1: The Lord’s Prayer(s) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer originates in 
Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:1-4.  
Both are pieces of the prayer we 
know as the Lord’s Prayer.  Most 
often, we use the traditional 
Lord’s Prayer (Our Father, who 
art in heaven…) in Saturday and Traditional 
Worship and the contemporary Lord’s Prayer (Our 
Father in heaven…) in Rise Worship as the style of 
the prayer is a reflection of the style of worship.  
This summer, we will use the same prayer at all 
three worship services (the first weeks of summer 
we will use the traditional version and then we will 
switch to the contemporary version).  The 
“contemporary” Lord’s Prayer dates back to 1975 
and comes from the English Language Liturgical 
Consultation.    

 

Random Act of Kindness 

Thanks to an Action 
Team grant from 
Thrivent Financial, we 
will be doing a random 
act of kindness at a 
nearby laundromat 
this summer.  Before 
we do this, we will be 
collecting quarters.  If 
you want to donate 
quarters, just pick up a 
plastic quarter tube in 

the narthex.  When it’s full, drop it into the mail slot 
of the finance office (just inside the sanctuary 
doors).  When we have enough quarters, we’ll 
announce to the congregation when we’ll be going 
and where we’ll be going.  All who can come will 
arrive at the laundromat wearing Live Generously T
-shirts (pick up yours in the coat rack across from 
the restrooms) and using those quarters to pay for 
the loads of laundry for everyone who comes into 
the laundromat until all our collected money is 
gone.  We’re going to bring some snacks and water, 
too.  And we’ll take pictures of the smiles.  This 
Action Team project is just one example of getting 
out into the community to make a difference.  
(Thrivent doesn’t give us the quarters, but they are 
paying for the snacks and the quarter tubes to help 
us with this project!) 
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VBS Decoration Creation Party! 
Sunday, June 10, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Can you cut paper? Use tape? Glue? Then join us for 
a fun day at our VBS decoration creation party on 
Sunday, June 10, beginning at 9:30 a.m. (following 
Rise worship). All skill levels are welcome, as we 
will be doing everything from creating tissue paper 
flowers to cutting out leaves. Help us turn simple 
items like green paper, brown lunch bags and some cardboard 
tubes into beautiful palm trees! Looking to make some donations? 
We could use canvas drop cloths, green plastic tablecloths, colorful 
tissue paper and umbrellas (broken or not – and can be returned 
after VBS). Contact Meegan Jowdy for more information about 
decorating at 770-876-7254.  

 
Vacation Bible School 2018 

Reformation Lutheran invites children to 
“Shipwrecked VBS: Rescued by Jesus“ 

 

July 23 – July 27 
5:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

 

Venture onto an uncharted island where kids survive and thrive. 
During our week of Vacation Bible School, we will anchor kids in 
the truth that Jesus carries them through life’s storms. 
Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School is for kids ages 3 years old 
(that are potty trained) to those that are starting 6th grade. 

 

We will once again offer a kid friendly meal, beginning at 5:00pm. 
Please note: children coming before 5:45 need to be accompanied 
by an adult, as we will not have enough staff on hand to be able to 
adequately supervise children before 5:45 p.m. 
 

Reformation has a Facebook page for VBS (Reformation Lutheran 
Church, ELCA – VBS).  If you have a Facebook account, please come 
find us and like our page. You will be able to see what we are 
planning this year, check out the decorations, find items that we 
need donated, and volunteer to help. It will also be a place that if 
you have an idea or something that you want to share with the 
VBS staff, you can get in touch with us.  
 

You can register online (https://vbspro.events/p/events/
reformationwichitaks) and/or by paper registration (found on the 
display table in the narthex). A $5 per child (max $20 per family) 
fee is due by the first night of VBS. 
 

There are many opportunities for volunteering for VBS.   
Volunteer forms are also available on the display table, and can be 
completed and placed in the offering plates. Watch for a donation 
board for items needed for the week to show up a little closer to 
VBS. Thanks!  
 

Contact Tina Alstrom with general VBS questions or to volunteer 
(316-650-4126). 

The Electronic Message Sign  

Yes, we will be getting a newly-
transformed sign!  Thanks to everyone 
who gave donations and all who partici-
pated in the craft and bake sale to help us 
reach the goal ($35,273.47).  Thanks to 
Miracle Signs for holding the price even 
though the bid had expired.  Many of us 
first heard of this project at the Semi-
Annual Meeting last November, but sever-
al members of the congregation had been 
studying sign possibilities for many years.  
We are thankful for their work and their 
patience. 

Family Promise Benefit Run 

Friday Night, July 27, 2018  
5K & 10K start at 9:37 p.m.  

25K, 50K & 50-Mile start at 9:00 p.m. 
DOWNTOWN WICHITA  

START & FINISH 
 

To Register or Donate Visit: 
www.RunUrbanICT.com 

Prices increase after May 31,  
so register now!  

 

 
The UrbanICT course will 
be out-and-back along the 
Arkansas City River       
asphalt path from down-
town Wichita to Sedgwick 
County Park. 1 loop for the 
25K, 2 loops for the 50K,   

3 loops for the 50-mile (plus 3.5 mile out 
and back). The 5K/10K courses will also 
run along the same River paths. Manned 
and unmanned aid stations will be approx-
imately every 2.5 miles. There will be one 
live road crossing with live traffic where 
you will be required to use the crosswalk. 
It's a great event for first timers with a flat 
and easy course.  Pacers WILL BE allowed 
for any portion of the 25K, 50K, 50-Mile. 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/reformationwichitaks
https://vbspro.events/p/events/reformationwichitaks
https://familypromisewichita.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38f244d0d602a7427c14bd410&id=37ebc82979&e=7951be6f74
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–12 p.m., 1 p.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.– 12 p.m., 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
  
Dakota Bennett, Organist 
  
Nancy Martin, Saturday Pianist                  

 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 

 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
 

Kim Powell, Childcare Provider 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 

Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

June 

 
 

 

Ref Life Via E-Mail 

If you would like to receive Ref Life 
only via e-mail, please e-mail Debbie.  
This saves us money on postage, 
paper, copier fees, and time. 

Beginning Memorial Day weekend  
through Labor Day weekend, 

our summer worship times will be: 

 

 

Saturday Worship at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Rise Worship at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Traditional Worship at 10:00 a.m 


