
  

 

 

September 2018 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

On Sunday, September 9, together with ELCA churches around the 
country, we will celebrate “God’s Work. Our Hands. Day!”  
 

We will gather together shortly after the traditional worship 
service (approximately 12:30 p.m.) for a light lunch, and then 
participate in a variety of service projects. Thanks to grants from 
Thrivent Financial, we will be putting together school kits, making 
new crayons from old, creating hospice gowns, and paying for 
people’s laundry at a local laundromat. There will be projects for 
people of all ages to participate in.  
 

Do you have a serger? Fabric scissors? Old, broken crayons? Come! 
And bring those things with you. You will help to make this day an 
even greater success! 
 

You are invited to wear your gold God’s Work. Our Hands. t-shirt if 
you ordered one. Or you can grab a Thrivent “Live Generously” t-
shirt in the main hallway. Together, we will work to do God’s work 
with our hands, sharing God’s love and making a difference in the 
lives of others. You won’t want to miss it! Help us plan by signing 
up on the pillar in the narthex.  

We hope you  
will join us for  

Sunday 
School 

starting  

Sunday, Sep-

On that Sunday—Rally Day—all 
youth will be together in the 
Parish Hall with moms, dads, 
and everyone else, gearing up 
for a great year ahead with 
some fun inter-generational 
activities.  
 

The following week, September 
16, we’ll all start with music at 
9:45 a.m. and then head to indi-
vidual classrooms.  
 

Check out pages 2-3 for more  
information about all of our  
learning opportunities this fall! 

September 9 

Want to help with 
one of our God’s 
Work. Our Hands. projects? We’ll be as-
sembling school kits for our neighbors at 
Coleman Middle School as they head back 
to the classroom, helping the students 
there be successful by providing very nec-
essary school supplies.  In the interest of 
keeping it simple, we recommend: 

• washable markers 
• wide line notebook paper 
• pencils/pens 
• boxes of tissues for classrooms 
• erasers 
• sturdy backpacks 

Other items are greatly appreciated.  For 
those of you new to Reformation, Coleman 
Middle School is our across the street 
school partner.  A big blue box is currently 
in the narthex to receive our donations 
and will remain there from now through 
September 9.  Contact Suzanne Koch with 
any questions.  Thrivent Financial will help 
us buy the remaining supplies to complete 
this important project. 

School Supplies 
Needed 
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Sunday School 
Sundays, 9:45 a.m. 

 

Each Sunday morning, children 
and youth of all ages are invited 
to learn more about God’s love 
for them and grow in their  
relationship with God and one 
another at Sunday School.  
 

New this year! All students through 6th grade will start 
their Sunday School time with music. We’ll gather in 
the Parish Hall to sing at 9:45 a.m. and then head to 
individual classrooms.  
 

At Reformation, no one is too young for Sunday School. 
We have a class for children age 3 and under, along 
with their parents, where they celebrate core stories 
from the Bible. Our PreK/Kindergarten class also talks 
about a variety of stories, tied together by a theme over 
several weeks. Those in first through sixth grade use a 
lectionary based curriculum, which allows them to 
learn more about the biblical stories they will hear in 
worship that same day. Confirmation students also 
meet on Sunday mornings—this year focusing on the 
ancestors of our faith. High School students will dig in-
to their faith, using a variety of different resources. In-
formation about the adult class is on the next page. 
 

Throughout the year, we will have several intergenera-
tional Sunday School experiences, where people of all 
ages can come together around a central theme. We’ll 
start on Rally Day, focusing on doing God’s work with 
our hands. Mark the following dates on your calendar 
to be part of these fun and educational mornings: 

• September 9—Rally Day 
• October 28—Reformation Sunday 
• December 16—Advent Adventure 
• March 3—Connecting with God 
• May 12—Sunday School Celebration 

 

Sunday School students are encouraged to bring an of-
fering with them to Sunday School, learning the     im-
portance of stewardship early in life. This fall, our 
stewardship focus for Sunday School will be collecting 
books for the Polar Express Program at ChildStart.  
Kids are invited to bring new or lightly used children’s 
books, which will be given to kids in need at 
ChildStart’s event in December. Financial donations are 
also welcome. 
 

We hope you will be a part of this great year! 

Third Grade Bibles 
October 14, 2018 

 

The Bible is the story of God’s love 
for us throughout all time. Digging 
into the Bible and the stories it in-

cludes helps us to find ourselves in the middle of 
God’s story. That’s why it is important to not just have 
this important book, but to read it, study it, and live it. 
On Sunday, October 14, all third graders will receive a 
new Bible, as the congregation, together with their 
parents, fulfill the promise made at their baptisms to 
“place in their hands the Holy Scriptures”! That same 
afternoon, all third graders (along with at least one of 
their parents) are invited to a mini-retreat, 12:30 p.m.
-3:30 p.m., to get to know their Bibles better. We will 
learn some basic facts about the Bible, and take some 
time to explore it a little bit, learning how to find vers-
es and learning about people of the Bible. 

Learning for Children & Youth  

First Communion Preparation 
Sunday, September 23, 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

 

Christ invites us all to his table! Any 
young person, regardless of age, who 
wishes to begin receiving communion  
is welcome to come and explore this 
awesome mystery! Children and their 
parents will learn more about communion in engag-
ing ways, including baking the bread that will be used 
for worship the following weekend. If you believe 
your child is ready to receive communion, plan to 
bring them to the class. Contact Pastor Kristin with 
questions or to RSVP by September 20 (634-0586 ). 

Confirmation 
Wednesdays @ 6:45 p.m. &  

Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. 
 

Confirmation is an intentional time for young people 
to explore their faith before affirming the promises 
their parents made for them at baptism. A combina-
tion of worship, learning, service, and fun shape our 
time together on Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings, along with occasional retreats throughout 
the year. Confirmation orientation for 7th and 8th 
grade students and their parents is Wednesday, 
September 12 at 6:45 p.m. Soul Food dinner will be 
served that night (and every Wednesday) at 6:00 p.m.  
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A Bible Class for 
ADULTS ONLY 

or anybody who feels  
at least a little bit  

like an adult. 
 

 

Sunday mornings, 9:45 – 10:45 
Beginning September 9 

In the Conference Room, way off to the left 
when you enter the church, 

just outside the narthex. 
 

What are we studying? 
LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM.  Still?  Well, 
yeah.  We started last year, observing the 
500th anniversary of the Lutheran Refor-
mation, but only got through the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Ten Commandments.  So now 
we’ll see what Luther has to say about the 
Lord’s Prayer, and what the Bible has to say 
about prayer itself, and, one hopes, encour-
age our own praying.  Then on to Luther’s 
explanations of the Sacraments, Baptism 
(“What gifts or benefits does baptism 
grant?...How can water do such great 
things?”) and Holy Communion (“What is the 
benefit of such eating and drinking?...How 
can bodily eating and drinking do such a 
great thing?”). 
 

After that?  We’ll see. 
 

It’s fun.  It’s helpful.  Here’s a note from one 
of the faithful: “I really enjoy our classes…we 
can all question our faith and understanding, 
we can listen and support one another and 
push our thoughts to truly figure out what it 
is God has put on our hearts…it has left me 
very grateful.”  
 

Dick Hoyer leads us, a retired pastor in the 
ELCA, and a member of our congregation. 
 

“Come, for all things are now ready…” or at 
least they will be.  You’ll be blessed. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Did You Forget Everything  
You Learned in Confirmation? 

Did You Miss the Confirmation Class  
Experience Altogether? 

If So, This is For You. 
 

Over lunch at Abuelo’s in July, the ideas were jumping like pop-
corn, and several of them seemed to fit together like puzzle 
pieces.  If you didn’t grow up in the Lutheran church (or any 
church), if your confirmation experience left a lot to be desired, 
or if you just want to look at the Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, 
worship components, and other basic writings with adult eyes, 
this is for you. 
 

Beginning on September 16, you are invited to gather on the 
third Sunday of each month for study.  This invitation has two 
parts:  lunch and casual conversation begin at 12:15pm, the 
study begins promptly at 1:00pm. 
 

Mark your calendar for these dates:  Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, 
Dec. 16, Jan. 20, Feb. 17, and Mar. 17.  (If the class chooses, we 
can meet after Easter, too.) 

How are we like  
the early church  
and how are we  
different? 
 

Wednesday Adult  
Education begins on  
September 12 at Noon 
and 6:45pm.   
 
New students are welcome as we resume our study in the book 
of Acts.  If you have a Bible you like, bring it; if not, use one of 
ours.  We meet in the conference room. 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Sunday Morning Wednesday Noon & Evening 

Wednesday Noon & Evening 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 

Busy parents sometimes need a way to 
provide a quick meal with little prep time.  
How about we make September’s food 
focus:  

Boxed Dinners and Pasta 
 

Macaroni & cheese, shells & cheese, 
Hamburger Helper, Homestyle Bakes, 
Asian Helper, spaghetti, rotini, penne—
there are dozens of options available.  Pick 
up one (or two or three) and help feed 
hungry families in Wichita. 
  
Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables 
and fruit, boxed macaroni and cheese, 
dried beans, cereal and oatmeal, sugar and 
flour, soup and crackers. 
 

Place  your items in the grocery cart 
located by the door in Parish Hall. 

 
 
 
 

 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, September 10, Noon 

Our program will be presented by the  
Director of Wichita Public Library, Cynthia 
Berner who will tell us about the new  
facility, the Advanced Learning Center.  
Come and learn about all that is offered at 
this new facility in addition to the exten-
sive books available for check-out. 
 

Please bring a covered dish to share, your 
own table service and make reservations 
with Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or  
Doris Moden (213-2068). 

Women’s Dining 

Please join us at Taste of Country in the 
home of Charlene Towne on September 25.  
Enjoy this country home and tour her beauti-
ful gardens.  We are always served great food 
that includes pie and her famous rolls.  The 
time is 6:30 p.m., but if you want to carpool from church, please be 
at the church by 6:00 p.m.  Please let Martha Deines know by Sep-
tember 24 so she can let Charlene know the number attending.  
You can contact Martha by email:  call her at 316-214-4414. 

Do You Have an Article for  
Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail to:  
info@reformation-lutheran.org. 

 

Deadline for the October Ref Life is September 15.  

Rebecca Circle Fall Schedule 

Rebecca Circle is a gathering of women who are interested in 
study, service, and fellowship.  We meet on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month, beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the church conference 
room.  We drink coffee, eat donuts, and share life stories and AHA 
moments. 
 

Our Bible study this year is exceptional.  It is based on early Old 
Testament stories of the beginning of time, life, people, sin and 
salvation as presented on video by Professor Amy-Jill Levine, 
professor of New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University Di-
vinity School.  Prof. Levine is a well-known speaker on biblical 
topics, both Old and New Testament.  This video travel through 
Genesis as led by Amy-Jill Levine is not at all academically stuffy. 
It is fascinating, compelling and worthy of great follow-up con-
versation.  
 

Anyone interested in sharing this learning experience is welcome 
to attend. You don’t have to be a circle member. We have enough 
coffee and donuts for all.  The first session will be September 13, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m.  

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

September 4   Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 

September 13  Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m., 
      Church Office Conference Room, 
      Hosted by Barb Orsak 
 

September 17  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 

September 19  Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m.  
      Barb Lee, Lesson Leader 
      Olive Moehring, Hostess 
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Calling All “Ding-a-lings!” 
That’s right, we need all the ding-a-lings who ring in our wonderful Handbell ministry to 
mark their calendar for our Fall start back.  We will be meeting at Judy Winters’ house on 
Wednesday, September 5, for a BBQ and some much needed fellowship.  We’ll start the fun at 
6pm and will be in touch about what to bring to share to eat. Rehearsals will resume 
Wednesday, September 12, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm in the balcony.  We would love to have new 
faces join our Handbell crew!  PLEASE contact Director, Kristal Cutler at cutkan@yahoo.com 
if you are interested in getting more information about joining.  There is much to be done 
with a whole lot of fun, see you all soon! 

 

Worship Unite 2018! 
We are excited to announce a wonderful opportunity for all members of Reformation 
Lutheran Church!  Starting September 16, 2018, we will begin a new Worship Choir 
program that will offer opportunities for everyone to raise our voices in praise to our 
Lord.  Parish Choir will merge into the new Worship Choir which is open to 
everyone.  Rehearsals will be on Sunday mornings from 9:50 - 10:20 am in the 
Sanctuary.  All who attend Sunday morning services and/or Saturday evening services 
are encouraged to participate.  The Worship Choir will perform on the biggest days of 
our church calendar: Reformation, Christmas, Easter, and an additional spring Sunday 

at both Sunday worship services.  The only requirement is to bring a smile on your face and a song in your heart 
to our Sunday morning practices so that we may all experience the joy of worship through song!  All members of 
past and present music ministries at Reformation are strongly encouraged to participate!  Everyone who never 
tried singing in a ministry ensemble are strongly encouraged to participate!  Let’s aim high, believe and receive in 
a 30 voice strong Worship Choir for our upcoming 2018-2019 season.  PLEASE contact me at cutkan@yahoo.com 
if you are interested in getting more information about joining.   

 

Kristal A. Cutler , Director of Choirs 

Why We Do What We Do in Worship  
Episode 3: Confession 

 

On most weekends, all three of our worship services 
begin with Confession and Forgiveness.  This 
tradition of corporate (group) forgiveness traces back 
to several places in Scripture where we are taught to 
confess, repent, and reconcile before we make an 
offering and before we receive Communion.  For 
some, the admonition to confess first is so strong that, 
if they arrive late to worship, they will not partake in 
Communion.  Years ago, before there was an ELCA 
and before most churches offered Communion every 
week, several of you have shared memories of 
rushing to worship in order to be there on time for 
the Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness so 
that you would be welcomed at the altar rail for Holy 
Communion.      
 

We typically use a different rite of Confession and 
Forgiveness for each liturgical season, but there is a 
standard version in both of our hymnals.  There is 
also a rite of Individual Confession and Forgiveness in 
the ELW (p. 243). 

Stephen Ministry 
 
We sometimes experience modern life as 
chaotic, dangerous and unstable.  
Business and busy-ness can distract us 
from our spiritual life.  During times of 
stress and anxiety, we benefit from seeking a 
foundation firmer than the choppy chaos of external 
events.  We may feel only life’s dangerous rapids and 
not the nurturing waters of prayer life.  Like a tree 
threatened by wind, we can be protected and grounded 
in the deep soil of our faith in God.  Even recognizing 
God’s work in nature can provide comfort. 
  

Heavenly Father, may I remember to talk with you 
during stressful times.  You provide comfort and 
guidance.  Amen 

  

If you or someone you know could benefit from 
Stephen Ministry, a confidential one-to-one ministry 
for people who are suffering from stress, anxiety or any 
other crises, please call one of the following Stephen 
Leaders for information:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), David 
Dorf (208-4064), Lotus Gerards (683-8602,) , or 
Marsha Sears (634-6101). 
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Reformation Garage Sale 
October 4-6 

     Thanks for your support and love of 
our youth! Your donations of items for our 
annual garage sale – and your purchases 
at it – will help send high school youth to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis 
in 2021. 
     Don’t miss this sale! Get great deals on 
gently used furniture, clothing, kid stuff, 
books, kitchen goods, garden gear, 
sporting goods, holiday decorations, and 
golf balls galore! 

How can YOU help? 
* Donate: Your challenge is to clean your 
closets and part with at least 10 gently 
used items. Beginning Sunday, Sept. 2, 
donations will be accepted in the east end 
of the Parish Hall during church office 
hours. If you need assistance moving large 
items, volunteers (with trucks) will pick 
up on September 22. We will accept 
donations through Sunday, Sept 30. 
Please, no TVs – we’ve found they don’t 
sell and they take up valuable space at the 
sale. We also do not accept mattresses, 
cribs, car seats, large exercise machines, 
guns or VHS tapes. 
 * Advertise: Tell your friends and 
neighbors about our sale! Hang fliers at 
your workplace, favorite retailers, and 
restaurants, libraries, and schools. Posters 
and tacks will be available in 
Reformation’s office soon. 
 * Volunteer: We need help sorting and 
pricing beforehand, manning the sale and 
cleaning up afterward.  
* Shop: Come to our members’ preview 
sale, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 6-8 p.m. Come 
again for more bargains, Oct. 4-6. Bring 
friends! 
     Want to help? Have a question? Need 
help transporting a large donation item? 
Contact Chris Steward by mobile phone 
(316-655-4264) or email 
(kujhawks@sbcglobal.net). Thanks again 
for your support of our youth! 

Several years ago, 
there were Refor-
mation nametags.  
Our Outreach Board 
has been working on 
the logistics of bring-
ing nametags back, 
but for a congregation 
our size, the price is 

prohibitive.  But things have recently changed.  After months of 
searching, a local company has been found that makes nametags 
for a little more than half the price of most companies as long as we 
order at least ten nametags at a time (and we can do that).  And, 
some of the gifts given in memory of Debbie Stephens will be dedi-
cated to this project because Debbie wanted Reformation to get 
nametags again so that everyone could more easily learn everyone 
else’s names.  We don’t have enough money to pay for nametags for 
everyone, but we have enough to get started.  We’re limiting name-
tags to confirmed members right now (our youth will receive 
nametags when they are confirmed).  Please sign up by the church 
office if you would like a nametag.  (There is no charge unless you 
would like to contribute $5 to take care of the cost.)  Nametags will 
have strong magnets unless you check the box for a pin (please re-
quest a pin if you have a pacemaker). 

 

  Nametags are Coming! 

2018 Quilt Auction at Camp Tomah Shinga 
 
Pack up your whole family and travel to 
Camp Tomah Shinga on September 22 for 
their Annual Fall Quilt Auction!   They will be 
auctioning off quilts from 10am - 2pm with a 
provided lunch break in the middle, and 
games for the littles! Proceeds from the Quilt 
Auction will go toward Camp Scholarship program!  

Family Promise—Starting Soon! 
 

Reformation signed on as a host congregation 
for Family Promise nearly a year ago, mean-
ing that once a quarter, we would provide 
housing and meals for up to four homeless 
families for a week at a time. We were the 2nd 
of 13 congregations needed to start a second 

rotation of this program, so we have been waiting to get started, 
but the wait is almost over! 
 

We could begin hosting families as early as mid-October. Keep an 
eye out for information about upcoming trainings as we prepare to 
offer a temporary home to these families in need. 
 

A huge thank you to Dulcinea Rakestraw, who has stepped in as our 
Family Promise Coordinator after Blake and Michelle Horter need-
ed to step down due to increased work responsibilities. 

mailto:kujhawks@sbcglobal.net
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Save the Date! 
Reformation’s 

Progressive Dinner  
is Back! 

Sunday, December 2 
 

We will once again be progressing from house to house to 
church for a fun evening of food and fellowship. Our theme 
this year will be “Christmas Melodies.” Would you like to 
host or help plan? Contact Angela Davis (733-0045 / 
akdavis234@gmail.com). 

The Reformation Mission Endowment Fund 
was established in 2000 and the earnings on 
the fund provide grants. Requests for funding 
may come from programs that further the mis-
sion of Reformation Lutheran Church or the 
broader ELCA.  
 

Any individual or group interested in request-
ing funds for 2018 should pick up an applica-
tion in the Reformation office, complete it, and 
return it to the office by October 15.   Soon after 
that, the Endowment Committee will meet to 
consider the applications and award grants 
based on the amount of money available this 
year in the fund. 
 

Ruth Ann Koepsel,  
Endowment  Committee Chair 

It’s a Celebration!!! 
Sweet Peace, Newman University 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 
Mark your calendars now to be a 
part of this fundraising event benefiting Part-
ners for Wichita.  We are celebrating 10 years of 
programs that promote Peace through Partner-
ships.  Partners for Wichita works in pursuit of 
peace and well-being in Wichita and beyond 
through partnerships, by connecting individuals, 
faith communities, and community organiza-
tions.  Partners for Wichita is instrumental in 
providing for Bags of Blessings, Filling the Gap, 
Wichita Food Share, Food & Nutrition Resource 
Guide, Safe Streets Wichita, Youth Corps, and 
Ubuntu Village School to name a few.   
 

If you would like to attend this fun event, please 
contact our Reformation table hosts, Sheryl 
Johnson at 316-644-5802/ sjohn-
son15029@msn.com or Maureen Hofrenning at 
316-652-0248/ robert.maureen@sbcglobal.net.  
There will also be a sign-up sheet in the church 
office.  Join us for an evening of celebration, 
food, and gratitude as we honor Pastor Sally 
Fahrenthold and Pastor Dave Fulton, whose vi-
sion created the organization ten years ago. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
For the first half of 2018 Thrivent Financial 
members have directed $225 Choice Dol-
lars to Reformation Lutheran Church.—
$792 Thrivent Choice Dollars were directed in all of 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation (Re)Launches Outreach to 
Wichita State University 

 

Reformation has been the “church home away from home” 
for many WSU students through the years, and we have occa-
sionally had a presence there.  With the encouragement of 
our Bishop and the blessing of our Outreach Board, we will 
be stepping up our work at WSU this fall. 
 

There is no ELCA campus ministry at WSU so ELCA students 
either don’t connect or find another denomination’s campus 
ministry (Episcopal, Methodist, UCC, LCMS).  In our congre-
gation, there are incredible stories of transformation that 
happened through ELCA campus ministry.  We know that it 
matters.  At the ELCA Youth Gathering, our youth heard the 
testimony of Rev. Tuhina Rasche who was Hindu until an in-
vitation to have a meal at the ELCA campus ministry at the 
college she was attending led her to ask questions which, in 
turn, led to a significant faith transformation. 
 

We’re starting small with food, coffee, and fellowship.  We 
haven’t budgeted for this, so we’ll be asking for a Thrivent 
Financial Action Team grant to get things started.  We will be 
emphasizing that we want to be the “church home away from 
home” for ELCA students, and we will connect with our ecu-
menical partners on campus and share information about 
their events. 

mailto:sjohnson15029@msn.com
mailto:sjohnson15029@msn.com
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
info@reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
 pastormari@reformation-lutheran.org  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
 pastorkristin@reformation-lutheran.org 
Royce Shoemaker, Administrative Assistant 
 info@reformation-lutheran.org 
Kalynn Blum, Administrative Assistant Trainer 
Dakota Bennett, Organist 
 316-461-4720 
Nancy Martin, Saturday Piano                  

woudienm@yahoo.com 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 

cutkan@yahoo.com 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
 

Kim Powell, Childcare Provider 
 

Andrew Beers, Special Project 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
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REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 
Wichita, KS 67206-1278 
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Starting September  9, 2018 
 

Saturday Worship at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Rise Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Learning for all Ages, 9:45 a.m. 

 

Traditional Worship at 11:00 a.m 

Fall Schedule 
Resumes 

 

5th Saturday in September 
Potluck! 

 

Why does five Saturdays in September 
have significance?  Because there is a  
potluck after the Saturday evening  
service for every month that has a 5th 
Saturday.  Please join in on a potluck 
September 29 at 6:20 p.m.  Bring food 
to share and enjoy the great fellowship. 

 All are welcome! 


