
  

 

October 2018 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

It’s a Celebration!!! 
Sweet Peace 

Newman University 
Thursday, October 11 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 

Mark your calendars now to be a part of this fundraising 
event benefiting Partners for Wichita.  We are celebrating 
10 years of programs that promote Peace through Partner-
ships.  Partners for Wichita works in pursuit of peace and 
well-being in Wichita and beyond through partnerships, by 
connecting individuals, faith communities, and community 
organizations.  Partners for Wichita is instrumental in 
providing for Bags of Blessings, Filling the Gap, Wichita 
Food Share, Food & Nutrition Resource Guide, Safe Streets 
Wichita, Youth Corps, and Ubuntu Village School to name a 
few.   
 

If you would like to attend this fun event, please contact 
our Reformation table hosts, Sheryl Johnson (316-644-
5802) or Maureen Hofrenning  (316-652-0248).  There is 
also a sign-up sheet on the church office window.  Join us 
for an evening of celebration, food, and gratitude as we 
honor Pastor Sally Fahrenthold and Pastor Dave Fulton, 
whose vision created the organization ten years ago. 

Reformation Garage Sale 
October 4-6 

      

It’s that time of year for Reformation’s  
HUMONGOUS  annual garage sale.  All proceeds 
help send our middle and high school youth on 
mission trips and to the ELCA Youth Gathering 
in Minneapolis in 2021.  
 

Don’t miss this sale! Get great deals on gently 
used furniture, clothing, kid stuff, books, kitch-
en goods, garden gear, sporting goods, holiday 
decorations, and golf balls galore! 
 

Come to our members’ preview sale, Wednes-
day, October 3 from 6-8 p.m. Come again for 
more bargains, October 4-6, starting at 7 a.m.  
(Thursday 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; Friday 7 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday 7 a.m.-11 a.m.) Don’t forget to bring 
your family and friends! 

Blessing of the Animals 
Saturday, October 6  

 5:30 p.m. 
 
In the tradition of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, pets will be blessed as part of 
our worship on Saturday, October 6 
at 5:30 p.m. in the meditation gar-

den at the southwest end of church property, weather per-
mitting.  With the exception of snakes, all pets will receive 
the laying on of hands.  (In case of rain, worship will be 
moved in to the narthex—all animals welcome!)   

To our new staff at Reformation: 

Royce Shoemaker, Administrative Assistant 

Jensen Lee, Rise Worship Coordinator 

Youth Ministry 
Garage Sale Bingo 
Sunday, September 30 

Starting at Noon 
 

What could possibly make preparing for the 
garage sale even more fun than it already is? 
How about a little friendly competition? We’ll 
need all hands on deck on Sunday, September 
30, but youth are invited to take part in a game 
of sorts…there will be different tasks to accom-
plish, different items to find – all in good fun, 
while getting lots of work done! And there will 
be prizes! Don’t miss out on this important 
(and entertaining) afternoon as we prepare for 
our biggest fundraiser of the year! 
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Rev. Dr. Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

 

 

We are to do good, to be 
rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to 
share, thus storing up for 

ourselves the treasure  
of a good foundation for the 
future, so that we may take 
hold of the life that really is 
life. – 1 Timothy 6:18-19  

In most congregations, October or 
November are “stewardship month,” 
but that isn’t really the case 
because every month is a 
stewardship month.  Stewardship is 
actually 24/7/365.  Stewardship is 
how we care for what God has 
given us.  When it is budget-writing 
time in congregations, we tend to 
hear more about financial 
stewardship, but our stewardship of 
money matters every day, as does 
our stewardship of creation and 
time. 
 

I chose this passage from First 
Timothy as our theme verse as we 
prepare for 2019 because it 
acknowledges that generosity is 
about more than just putting an 
offering envelope or a few dollars 
into the offering plate on the 
weekend.  Here are just a few ways 
generosity is defined in our 
congregation: 
• Generosity is trying to get the 

most for the money buying 
supplies for the community 
breakfast (and received an 
unexpected $25 donation from a 
Wal-mart employee while doing 
so last month). 

• Generosity is a group of 
members who worked outside in 
the heat to make the 
preparations for the new sign in 
order to save the congregation 
money.   

• Generosity is a member quietly 
coming into my office and 
whispering to me that she will 
take care of purchasing new 
Christmas trees because the old 
ones are so heavy and starting 
to show their age. 

• At God’s Work Our Hands day of 
service, generosity filled 
backpacks with school supplies 
for Coleman Middle School, made 
hospice gowns for Harry Hynes 
Hospice, paid for everyone’s 
washing machine and dryer costs 
at Spring Clean Laundry, and 
sorted and recycled crayons for 
children in our community.  

• Generosity is the volunteers who 
take care of Soul Food on 
Wednesdays so that busy 
students can sit and eat between 
after-school activities and 
confirmation class (and adults 
can also get a meal before class 
or rehearsal). 

• Generosity is the weekly behind-
the-scenes work by our Altar 
Guild to make sure Holy 
Communion is ready for all three 
worship services every weekend. 

• Generosity is a quickly-organized 
trip to Eureka to clean up around 
their high school football field 
after we learned that groups had 
stopped coming to help. 

• Generosity has provided new 
handbells and accoutrements, 
serviced the handbells we already 
had, and given us a growing 
handbell choir. 

 

Reformation Lutheran Church has a 
long and strong history of generosity 
locally, nationally, and internationally.  
We should take pride in that (not too 
much pride, though).  Our individual 
and congregational generosity help 
us to “take hold of the life that really 
is life,” that is, to find joy and 
fulfillment in our giving and serving. 
 

Pastor Mari 

Come for these special events during worship in October 
 

October 7 (both worship services)  
 Blessing and commissioning of Acolytes  
 

October 13-14 (all three worship services)  
 Blessing and commissioning of Offering Counters  
 

October 20-21 (all three worship services)  
 Blessing and commissioning of Communion Assistants   
 

October 27-28 (all three worship services)  
 Blessing and commissioning of Ushers 
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Third Grade Bibles 
October 14, 2018 

 

The Bible is the story of God’s love for 
us throughout all time. Digging into the 
Bible and the stories it includes helps us 

to find ourselves in the middle of God’s story. That’s why it 
is important to not just have this important book, but to 
read it, study it, and live it. On Sunday, October 14, all third 
graders will receive a new Bible, as the congregation, to-
gether with their parents, fulfill the promise made at their 
baptisms to “place in their hands the Holy Scriptures”! That 
same afternoon, all third graders (along with at least one of 
their parents) are invited to a mini-retreat, 12:30 p.m.-3:30 
p.m., to get to know their Bibles better. We will learn some 
basic facts about the Bible, and take some time to explore it 
a little bit, learning how to find verses and learning about 
people of the Bible. 

Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who doesn’t love a hot casserole when the 
weather starts to cool off, and what makes a 
great start for a quick and healthy one?  Let’s 
make the October Food Focus: 

 

Canned Meat and Fish 
 

Tuna, salmon, chicken, Spam, dried beef – 
whichever is your family favorite, grab an 
extra can or two to help feed hungry kids and 
parents. Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a 
need for canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall.   

 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, October 8, 

Noon 
 

Our program will presented by Mr. J.C. 
Combs, a local musician and historian whose 
program will be about the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln and facts about John 
Wilkes Booth.  He will share some artifacts 
from that event. 
 

Everyone 55 and over are invited to attend.  
Please bring a covered dish to share, your 
own table service and make reservations 
with Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or Doris 
Moden (213-2068). 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

October 1   Blanket Makers will NOT meet due 
      to the garage sale 
 

October  11   Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
      Church Office Conference Room,  
      Hosted by Vicki Dunham 
 

October 15   Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
  

October 17   Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m.  
      Sandy Muse, Lesson Leader 
      and Hostess 
October 29   Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 

Women’s Dining 
 

All women are welcome to 
join us for an evening of 
good conversation and 
food at Mediterranean 
Grill, 335 S. Towne East 
Mall Drive, just west of 
Towne East Mall.  We will meet on Tuesday  at 
6:30 p.m. on October 22.   We would love to see 
you there! Please contact Martha Deines at  
214-4414 by Monday, October 21. 

Do You Have an Article for  
Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail to the church office  
 

Deadline for the November Ref Life is October 15.  

The Fellowship Board wants to  
extend a big "thank you" to those 
folks who provided tasty items on 
Sunday mornings during the sum-
mer, to make a change from the usu-
al doughnuts. A shout-out goes to the 
following kind and generous volun-
teers: Andrea Fuller, Bob and Carol 
Weaver (twice!), Susan Bachman, the Hicks family, Marcia 
Werts (twice!), Pastor Mari, Sarah McFarlane, Shari and 
Paul Ryding, and Laurel and Angela Davis. You guys rock! 
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Be the Light: Family Promise Fundraiser Gala 
Sunday, October 21, 5-9 p.m. 

 Drury Broadview Hotel 
 

Let’s have more light. That’s the idea behind this year’s Third Annual Family 
Promise Fundraiser Gala, Be the Light, set for October 21. Please come join us! 
 

This concept of light is about putting more of what we DO want in the world. 
There is plenty to see of what we DON’T want, and families in homeless circumstances can face some deep dark-
ness. So we put more light into the world wherever we possibly can. Together, we can be and offer light to families 
for the path out of a homeless circumstance. This fall, we’re expanding the light to include more families who need 
that path to new life, by launching our Second Rotation. You can be a part of that by contributing at the Gala! 
 

At the Gala, we’ll have a great time together as an extended family – celebrating with delicious food, mingling with 
friends, music, fun silent and live auctions, and the highlight of the evening: a message from a program graduate. 
She wants very much to share her powerful story of moving from homeless to hope. She believes in our program 
so much that she has returned to give back and volunteer her ideas and time for our expansion, excited to spread 
the word about our program far and wide. You don’t want to miss this fun time! Tickets are available now on the 
Family Promise website (www.familypromisewichita.org).  

The Service Ministry board decided to tackle not just one, but 
FOUR projects to make our God’s Work, Our Hands day of service 
come to life on Sunday, September 9. 
 

Projects included making gowns for hospice patients, assembling 
school supply kits for the Coleman teachers, bringing new life to 

sad, broken crayons and brightening the day of people coming to do their laundry by paying for the experience.  
Through the generosity of Reformation members and Thrivent, a remarkable day occurred. 
 

We began with a delicious feast of Firehouse subs and all the fixings which was  arranged by Cheryl Hoops and  
funded by a Thrivent grant.  Pastor Kristin was in charge of the crayon detail.  Pam Lyford directed activity at a 
local laundromat where they had trouble giving away all their quarters because people kept giving them more 
money! Suzanne Koch coordinated our efforts to provide school supplies to every classroom teacher at Coleman 
Middle School so they wouldn't have to pay for them out of their own pockets; a generous member donated 45 
backpacks to collect the supplies, and Suzanne used a Thrivent grant written by Pastor Mari to shop for all of the 
supplies for the teacher kits, with the congregation donating numerous additional supplies for the students.  
Parish Hall bustled with sewers, ironers, pinners, and various other activities associated with sewing.  They pro-
duced 18 beautiful gowns for hospice patients. This effort was led by Jan Mullinix, and funded by a Thrivent 
grant written by Julie Hartley.    
 

It was a glorious day with hard work and fun for all.  We worked side by side with garage sale organizers which 
thoroughly brought home the message that  Reformation Lutheran Church cares. Thanks to all who were a part 
of this glorious day! 

Family Promise at Reformation 

The long wait is over! The second rotation of Family Promise  is ready to launch in mid-
November, and our first week of hosting homeless families will be December 9-16. Training is 
required before being involved in this ministry, but Family Promise recommends that each 
person’s training occur within a month of your first hosting time, so we’ve got a little time. 
Watch for training dates in the bulletin and next month’s newsletter. Contact Dulcinea 
Rakestraw or Pastor Kristin for more information about upcoming trainings! 
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Stephen Ministry 
 
Father of orphans and protector of 
widows is God in his holy habitation.   
God gives the desolate a home to live in; 
He leads out the prisoners to prosperity,  
but the rebellious live in a parched land.        
            Psalm 68:5-6 
 

Dear God, 
Father to the fatherless, you provide for those without a 
family and defend the weak as their own father would. 
You are the strength for those who are weak, afraid and 
feel forgotten.  Remind them that they are your children 
and you are their Heavenly Father. When I feel 
defenseless and attacked, remind me to be thankful for 
your protection and defense.  Thank you for the love and 
support of my spiritual family.  Amen 
 

If you or someone you know could benefit from 
Stephen Ministry, a confidential one-to-one ministry 
for people who are going through difficult times in 
their lives, call one of the following Stephen Leaders for 
information:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), David Dorf (208-
4064), Lotus Gerards (283-8602), Marsha Sears (624-
6101). 

Timmy didn’t want to put his 
money in the offering plate  
Sunday morning, so his mother 
decided to use some hurried  
creative reasoning with him. 
 

“You don’t want that money, honey,” she 
whispered in his ear. “Quick! Drop it in the plate. 
It’s tainted!” 
 

Horrified, the little boy obeyed. 
 

After a few seconds he whispered, “But, mommy, 
why was the money tainted? Was it dirty?” 
 

“Oh, no dear,” she replied.  “It’s not dirty.  It just 
’taint yours, and it ’taint mine.  It’s God’s.” 

Sunday, October 28, 5-6 p.m. 
 

Mark your calendars for a spooky good time as 
Reformation will be having its annual "Trunk-or-
Treat" from 5 to 6 p.m. Sunday, October 28.  Please 
come in your finest costumes to trick-or-treat at 
some of the wonderfully decorated vehicle 
trunks.  Whether you go around getting candy or 
bring candy to hand out, you'll love it!  It's one of the 
most fun events of the year (plus one of the cutest!). 

REF Fest 2018 
Sunday, October 28, 

9:45 a.m. 
 
Last year, we celebrated the 
500th anniversary of the 
Reformation in grand style. 
But that was just the begin-

ning! We recognize that we continue to be reformed 
each and every day, and so we are celebrating 
Reformation 501 with an intergenerational learning 
hour. This year, our activities will focus on the Lu-
ther Rose – the symbol represented in the stained 
glass above the big doors in the narthex. Did you 
know that the Rose tells a story? Come find out 
more on Sunday, October 28! 

Luther: The Rock Opera 
Saturday, October 27 

11:00 a.m. 
 

It is time for a road trip!  
On Saturday, October 27, middle 
school and high school youth are 
invited to road trip to Pittsburg, 
Kansas to see “Luther: The Rock Opera”! Hear the story 
of Martin Luther and the start of the Reformation like 
you’ve never heard it before. The amazing band, Lost 
And Found, will perform their original songs along with 
a visual display of images from “Luther,” a graphic novel 
by Dr. Rich Melheim. When Rich first heard Lost And 
Found perform, he told his wife that they were “kinda 
like Beavis and Butthead on Lutheran crack.” How can 
you pass that up?  
 

We’ll meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. that Saturday 
morning, drive to Pittsburg, stopping for lunch along the 
way. The hour-long performance is at 3:00 p.m., after 
which we’ll return to Wichita, stopping for dinner and 
arriving back at church by 8:00 p.m. Not in middle or 
high school, but still want to go? Come along!  
 

Please RSVP to Pastor Kristin (634-0586) no later than 
Sunday, October 14. 



6 

 

 

Save the Date! 
Reformation’s 

Progressive Dinner  
is Back! 

Sunday, December 2 
 

We will once again be progressing from house to house 
to church for a fun evening of food and fellowship. Our 
theme this year will be “Christmas Melodies.” We 
currently have three of the six host homes necessary. 
Would you like to host or help plan? Contact Angela 
Davis (733-0045). 

Acts Bible Study 
 

On Wednesdays, come study the book of Acts 
at 12:00 p.m. or at 6:45 p.m.  If you missed 
the first chapters, come anyway!  Our 
discussions are always interesting.  

The Reformation Mission Endowment Fund was established in 
2000 and the earnings on the fund provide grants. Requests for 
funding may come from programs that further the mission of 
Reformation Lutheran Church or the broader ELCA.  
 

Any individual or group interested in requesting funds for 2018 should pick up an application in the Reformation 
office, complete it, and return it to the office by October 15.   Soon after that, the Endowment Committee will meet 
to consider the applications and award grants based on the amount of money available this year in the fund. 
 

Ruth Ann Koepsel, Endowment  Committee Chair 

Pastoral  Acts 
 

Funeral 
Marge Bengtson’s funeral was held 
at Salemsborg Lutheran Church 
outside Salina on September 1. 
Pastor Bill Peterson presided.  

 

Baptism 
Alanna Lynn Kendrick was baptized 
on Saturday, September 15. Her 
parents are Kale and Alyssa 
Kendrick, and big brother is Jackson. 
Alanna’s grandparents, Byron and 
Robin Folkerts and Frank and 
Kimberly Provenzano are her 
baptismal sponsors. Welcome, 

Listening for Peace 
Tuesday, October 30, 7 p.m. 

 

The next Listening for Peace Worship 
Service will be held at Saint James 
Episcopal Church on October 30.  Watch  
for additional information.  
 

There are no words to express our sincere thanks to all that our church friends have done for us 
during our illness and recovery with the many cards received,  your prayers, communion visits, the 
meals and treats that have been so lovingly prepared and brought to us since we have been home, 
the rides to Dr. appointments and most of all the time you have taken out of your busy lives to help 
us. 
 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
God bless you all.  Ed & Lola Wilks 

Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, November 4, 9:45 a.m. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the semi-annual meeting of the congregation on November 4 
at 9:45 a.m.  We will be electing leadership for 2019 at this meeting. 
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A Hundred Awkward Besos  
By Eric Jensen 
 
It's been just over three weeks since the tired feet of my country cohort 
stepped off the jet-way of our Avianca Aerolí neas airplane, twenty-four hours 
later than we had expected to arrive. Our aircraft out of Miami was delayed, 
and then suffered an equipment failure, which further delayed our arrival 
into Bogota , Columbia, causing us to miss the only flight to Buenos Aires that 
night. On the plus side, we got to experience an extra country at the 
beginning of our YAGM experience, and in the end we made it to Argentina.  
 
YAGM. I suppose I should explain this not-so-beautiful acronym, because I 
expect it will come up quite a lot. Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) is a 

portion of the Global Missions Office in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA). The program 
accepts just under 100 young adults aged 21 - 29 each year, and sends them out to one of ten country programs 
spread around the globe: Mexico, Argentina/Uruguay, Central Europe, Jerusalem & the West Bank, Cambodia, 
Senegal, Rwanda, Southern Africa, Madagascar, and Australia. Ten months ago I expected something very 
different from my life this year. For a long time now, I've struggled to put down roots into community. I'm 
blessed to say that throughout my life, I've had many friends. However at the same moment, I have often felt very 
alone throughout my journey. The omnipresence of a Creator or higher power, a "God", is something with which 
my logical brain has long struggled to identify.  
 
So I've drifted, never really putting down roots, or finding a community with which I could settle. Then, very 
much outside my control or choice, I ended up standing outside the front gate of El Arca - Argentina, part of an 
international organization, which is composed of live-in volunteers who help assist adults with developmental 
disabilities to live out independent, regular lives. Not exactly my speed. Not exactly my comfort zone. Not where I 
thought I'd be.  
 
The last week of my life has been one of the hardest spiritual slaps-in-the-face I've ever felt. Folks, the real 
reason I have struggled to put down roots and find community, is not any fault of God. It’s because I'm really, 
really terrible at loving people. I'm self-righteous, prejudiced, elitist, and privileged. I thought I could live a life 
where I got to choose if people were worthy of my love or not, and then Christ placed me into the middle of an 
Argentinian bario (neighborhood) with a community I didn't know how to love.  
 
A man walked into my room just now, Daniel (Dani), one of the residents in the hogar, and asked me to help him 
add something to a keychain. Two days ago, when I woke-up, and bleary-eyed opened my bedroom door, Dani 
happened to be walking out of his room headed to work at the taller (workshop). He immediately smiled, and 
with a "Buen dia", kissed me on the cheek. This is a beso, the customary greeting in Argentina. Stranger or 
spouse, it doesn't matter, you greet them with a beso.  
 
My last two weeks have been full of awkward, unsure besos. This community, which a few short weeks ago I was 
terrified to enter, has absolutely demolished my heart with its love.  
 
A friend of mine recently likened her faith-life to a tree, and I've recently adopted her comparison. For too long 
I've tried to keep my starved roots from putting down into this beautifully sinful world we live in, and I've 
starved myself. But this year I made a choice: to spread roots and work to learn to love. The people of Argentina 
are wonderful teachers; this is very good soil. And in the leaves above my head, my Creator has begun to take 
those nutrients, and with His light, to change me. I have started to grow. I feel myself changing, and in the end I 
don't know what fruit will come of it. But it's good to feel the warmth and love of my community, one awkward 
beso at a time. 
 
Want to hear more about Eric’s experience? You can read his blog at https://arquitectodelcambio.wordpress.com or 
email him to be added to his email list, to receive notices when he adds something to his blog or releases a 
newsletter. 
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
  
Royce Shoemaker, Administrative Assistant 
  
Dakota Bennett, Organist 
  
Nancy Martin, Saturday Piano                  

 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 

 
Jensen Lee, Rise Worship Coordinator 

 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
 

Kim Powell, Childcare Provider 
 

Andrew Beers, Special Project 
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Our Weekend Schedule 
 

Saturday Worship at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Rise Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Learning for all Ages at 9:45 a.m. 

 

Traditional Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

October 21 
 

Come at 12:15pm for a potluck 
brunch or, if you just want to 
come for the group study, come at 
1:00pm. 
 

We are studying the Small Catechism, the Bible, and their 
relationship to daily life.  Last month, we learned that each of 
us is coming from a different place.  That means that, if you 
didn’t come to the September group, you’ll still fit right 
in.  We’ll be starting with the Fourth Commandment this 
month, and all are welcome.  If we outgrow the conference 
room, we’ll move to the Parish Hall. 


