
  

 

November 2018 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

 

Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, November 4, 9:45 a.m. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the semi-annual meeting of 
the congregation on November 4 at 9:45 a.m. in the 
sanctuary.  We will be electing leadership for 2019 at this 
meeting. All voting members are encouraged to attend.   

Our two-year confirmation program is a time for students to learn, explore their faith, ask 
questions, grow in faith, and hopefully have a little fun in the midst of it all. After a little over 
two years of confirmation classes, time at Camp Tomah Shinga, great faith conversations, fun 
games and lots of laughs, seven young people of Reformation will publicly confess their faith 
and claim for themselves the promises their parents made for them at their baptism. You are 

invited to share in this special day with the following students on Sunday, November 11: 
 

Matthew Allbritten        Ryan Flores        Colin Fuller        Eli Kuttler 
 

Brock Stupka     Quinn Torgerson     Samuel Wallman 
 

Join us as we celebrate this faith milestone and support these young people as they take this exciting step in their 
faith journeys, beginning with worship at 8:30 a.m., followed by a reception in the Parish Hall at 9:45 a.m.  

All Saints Weekend 
Saturday-Sunday, November 3-4 

      

All Saints Day celebrates the people of God, living 
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. The 
custom of commemorating all of the saints of the 
church on a single day goes back at least to the 
third century.  While All Saints Day brings to 
mind all of those who have supported us in our 
lives of faith, we remember especially that week-
end those who have been baptized and those who 
have died in this church community in the past 
year. During worship on All Saints weekend –  
November 3 and 4 – we will remember and name 
the following members and friends of Refor-
mation Lutheran Church who strengthen and  
encourage us through their witness. 

   
Those who have been given new life in Christ  

through the promises of the resurrection: 
 

+ Dorothea Rindt + Paul Lindahl +  
+ Willa “Mark” Dickerson + Pat Anderson +    

+ Marge Bengtson + Jack Mercer +  
+ Charlotte Herrold + 

  

Those who have been given new life in Christ  
through the waters of baptism: 

 

+ Elliana English + Parker Johnson +  
+  Walker Patry + Ryan Paul  + Alanna Kendrick  + 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship & Pie  

Fellowship 
Wednesday,  

November 21,  
7:00 p.m. 

 

Come for the faith; stay 
for the pie! Please join 
us for our annual Thanksgiving Eve service at 7 p.m., No-
vember 21, as we celebrate the gifts God has given us over 
the past year and look forward to the Advent season.  This 
service is also affectionately known as the "Pie Service," as 
we ask that people attending bring a pie of their 
choice.  After the service, we'll cut into them and share 
them!  The left-over pies will be given to a local shel-
ter.  Please join us for prayer, fellowship and pie on the 
night before Thanksgiving! 

Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, November 11 
Worship – 8:30 a.m., Reception – 9:45 a.m. 
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All About  

the Verbs 

 
Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 

Associate Pastor 

 

 

 
 
 
 

I will thank you 
forever, 

because of 
what you have done. 

In the presence 
of the faithful 

I will proclaim 
your name, 

for it is good. 
Psalm 52:9     

I recently had the opportunity to 
attend our Bishop’s Convocation, a 
continuing education event that 
includes sabbath time, held annually 
at the Lodge of Four Seasons in Lake 
Ozark, Missouri.  
 
It is a beautiful place to gather this 
time of the year, and Bishop’s Convo 
is always refreshing and invigorating 
in one way or another. Maybe it is a 
meaningful conversation with 
colleague, a long walk with a good 
friend in the beauty of that area, 
worship filled with wonderful 
singing, or my annual trek to the 
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory to 
get a chocolate dipped caramel apple 
(this year’s winner – Salted Dark 
Chocolate!).  
 
And, believe it or not, sometimes the 
refreshing and invigorating piece is 
even the speaker! While there are 
times that I don’t connect well with 
the speaker at these events, I’m 
usually able to walk away with at 
least a few nuggets of good insight.  
 
This year, the information shared by 
Dr. Anna Carter Florence was richer 
than that salted dark chocolate 
caramel apple. Dr. Carter Florence is 
the Peter Marshall Professor of 
Preaching and Worship at Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, 
Georgia, and she talked to us about 
Preaching as Testimony (also the 
name of one of her books). 
 
She encouraged us to read scripture 
together, as if we were part of a 
repertory theatre, where each person 
is important…a community of 
readers, working together with a 
common vision over the long haul. 
 
She also encouraged us to pay 
attention to the verbs first when 
reading scripture. So often we get 
caught up in the nouns – and many 
times they are nouns that are 
unfamiliar to us, nouns that need a 
lot of translating, nouns that  

discourage us from digging deeper, 
rather than inviting us in.  
 
But she pointed out that we share 
verbs with all the biblical characters – 
even Jesus.  Verbs provide us with an 
entry point. We can relate to the verbs. 
We may not be able to imagine what it 
is like to be in the Garden of Eden with 
Adam and Eve, eating the fruit from 
the tree in the middle of the garden, 
but we do know what it is like to have 
our eyes opened, to know, to sew, to 
make, to hear, to walk, and to hide 
from God. Paying attention to the verbs 
allows us to enter the story in a new 
way.  
 
This month especially, the verb that we 
think about most often is “thank.” With 
this focus on verbs, it has made me 
think about what the verb “thank” 
really means. A quick dictionary search 
provides this definition: “to express 
gratitude, appreciation, or 
acknowledgment to.” That can take a 
lot of different forms. Maybe a simple 
word, maybe an email or even a note 
sent through the mail. We will 
continue to say “thank you” and to 
bless the many various volunteers who 
make ministry happen at Reformation 
during worship throughout the rest of 
the year.  
 
The words of Psalm 52 give us great 
guidance about what it means to thank 
God. More than just a word of thanks, 
we are called to live a life of thanks, 
living in a way that our whole lives are 
a testimony to who God is and all that 
God has done in our lives.  
 
Thank you – for the ways you proclaim 
God’s love and grace through your 
lives of generosity. And thanks to God 
for each of you!  
 
God’s peace & joy, 

 



3 

 

Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The weather is cooling off and nothing 
warms us up after a day at work or school 
better than a hot bowl of soup.  With that in 
mind,  the focus for the  month of November 
will be: 

Canned Soups and Stews  
 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables and 
fruit, boxed macaroni and cheese, dried 
beans, cereal and oatmeal, sugar and flour, 
soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall.  The cart will be in 
the narthex on the first Sunday of September to 
help you remember this critical ministry  

 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, November 12,  

12:00 p.m. 
 

Our program for November will be 
presented by Carla Shepherd of “RIGHT AT 
HOME” who will explain the  services they 
offer.  She will inform us of the types of  
home care available and the methods of 
payment that are accepted. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share, and 
your table service.  Make reservations with 
Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or Doris 
Moden (213-2068) All 55 and older are 
invited to attend. 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

November  5   Blanket Makers 9 a.m. 
 

November  8   Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
      Church Office Conference Room,  
      Hosted by Cam Wilson 
 

November  19  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
  

November 21  Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m.  
      Eva Whetstone, Lesson Leader 
      Nadine Norton,  Hostess 
 

Women’s Dining 
 

There will be NO Women’s Night Out  in 
November because of the Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  But, mark your calendar for our 
December gathering on December 4 at Taste 
of Country.  Wonderful food, fellowship and a 
fun gift exchange. We would love to see you 
there! More information to come in the 
December newsletter.     

 
 
 

Do You Have an Article for  
the December Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail Royce  
 

 

Deadline for the December Ref Life is November 15.  

        
 
 
 
 

November 18 
 

Come at 12:15pm for a potluck brunch or, if you just want 
to come for the group study, come at 1:00pm. 
 
We are studying the Small Catechism, the Bible, and their 
relationship to daily life.  Each of us is coming from a 
different background, some with no prior knowledge of 
Martin Luther’s writings and others with college-level 
experience.  That means that you’ll fit right in, whether you 
were baptized in a Lutheran church or came to church for 
the first time as an adult.  We’ll be starting with the Eighth 
Commandment this month and moving into our study of 
the Apostles’ Creed (Luther’s explanation to the Third 
Article is Pastor Mari’s favorite!), and all are welcome.   
 
We meet in the conference room (in the office area of the 
church building) and are enjoying the new chairs! 
 
If you have questions or want to know more, please contact 
Pastor Mari. 
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Pastoral  Acts 
 

Wedding 
 Joey and Jessi Kreft were united in marriage on October 
13 at Fulton Valley Farms, Towanda. Pastor Kristin 
Woelk presided. 

 

Funerals 
Jack Mercer ‘s Memorial service was held on Oct. 18 at 
Maple Grove Cemetery in Wichita.  Pastor Mari Larson 
presided. 
 

Charlotte Herrold’s funeral was held at Reformation Lutheran 
Church on October 19.  Pastor Mari presided and Pastor Kristin 
preached.   

Partners Covenant 
 

At this year’s Sweet Peace Celebration of the Tenth 
Anniversary of Partners for Wichita (PFW), 
organizations and individuals were invited to sign 

covenants with PFW.  At our October Council meeting, our Council 
affirmed Reformation’s covenant with Partners for Wichita and President 
Laurel Davis signed the Covenant which reads:   
 

As a Partners for Wichita covenant organization, we agree to:   
 Pray for neighbors who are served by Partners’ programs.   

+ children served by Filling the Gap,  
+ youth and adults served through prevention programs,  
+ congregational leaders,  
+ vulnerable neighbors served through Bags of Blessings 

 Support PFW projects through: publicity, volunteer support, and when possible, through financial support. 
 

Reformation has been a part of Partners for Wichita since its beginning, a decade ago.  Many of us, individually, 
have been active in some or all of PFW’s programs, as well.  During the month of November, individuals may 
sign PFW covenants which we will deliver to Partners before the end of the month. 

Christmas Melodies Progressive Dinner 
Sunday, December 2 

4:30 p.m. 
 

Please plan to join us for the church’s revival of the Holiday Progressive 
Dinner on Sunday, December 2 beginning at 4:30p.m. This year it will   
return to being a truly “progressive” meal, as we have been fortunate 
enough to line up the residences of six members.  Participants in the event 
will first go to one of three homes for appetizers and then proceed to one 
of three other houses for salads.  Everyone will then move on to the 
church where dinner will be provided.  (As in the past, if you prefer to go straight to the church, you may do so.) 
 
The meal is going to be a traditional one, with turkey, ham, potatoes, stuffing, bread pudding, green beans alman-
dine, cranberry, rolls and desert.  It will be served buffet style. Tickets will be $20 per person, and sign-ups for the 
dinner will be taken at a table in the narthex before and after services beginning in mid-November. You are invited 
to wear your best – or most fun – Christmas sweater, and we will all provide the entertainment (you'll enjoy it!). 
This event is looking like it will be a lot of fun, so sign up and get ready for merriment! 

 

Welcome New Member! 

Jensen Lee 
(Yes, our Rise Coordinator has 
chosen to join Reformation!) 
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Stephen Ministry 
         A Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
Thank you, Father, for being with us in our joys 
and sorrows, comfort in our sadness and 
companionship in our loneliness. May we be 
thankful for the wisdom you provide to us in 
our time of trial. Thank you for the gift of life, friends, family and 
grace. May we live our days aware of all that you have provided. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
  

If you or someone you know could benefit from Stephen 
Ministry, a confidential one-to-one ministry for people who 
are going through difficult times in their lives, call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for information:  Anita Dorf (210-
9124), David Dorf (208-4064), Lotus Gerards (283-8602), 
Marsha Sears (624-6101). 
 

 

Youth Leadership 
Summit 

November 1-4 
Carol Joy Holling Camp, 

Ashland, NE 
 

Tara Rindt has been asked to represent the Central States 
Synod once again at the ELCA Youth Leadership Summit at 
Carol Joy Holling Camp in Nebraska, November 1-4. The 
Summit is an annual gathering for youth leaders and adults 
from across this church which focuses on leadership 
development, faith formation and building connections for 
high school youth in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. Tara also attended the Summit last year in Houston, 
and provided leadership as a part of our synod day at the 
ELCA Youth Gathering this past summer. Kye Hobart has also 
attended the Summit in the past, so Reformation youth have 
been a big part of our synod’s involvement. Pastor Kristin will 
be attending the Summit with Tara this year, as well. 
 

 

Sunday School Offerings 

Over these first few months of Sunday School 
this fall, we have been collecting books for 
ChildStart as our offering. Children and adults 
alike are invited to donate new or lightly used 
children’s books for those who may not have books to read at 
home. The last Sunday to drop of your books is November 4.  
 

Beginning that week and continuing through February, our 
offerings will be given to Rainbows United, an organization 
that provides many vital 
services for children with 
special needs, birth through 
age 21, and their families.   

Poinsettias for Christmas 
 

We will again be 
ordering poinsettias for 
Christmas Eve Worship.  
The cost is $15.  If you 
would like to order a 
poinsettia to adorn the 
sanctuary on Christmas Eve, please take 
an envelope from the usher stand in the 
narthex, complete it, insert your payment, 
and put it in the offering plate or on 
Royce’s desk in the office.  Following our 
8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship, you may 
take your poinsettia home.  The deadline 
for ordering poinsettias is November 26. 

Thanks to all who have designated 
Reformation as recipient for their 
Community Rewards.  Last quarter, we 
received $310.31 from 40 households 
shopping at Dillons.  If you would like to 
designate your Dillons Plus Shopper’s Card 
Community Rewards to Reformation, use 
code IR054.  If you need additional help, see 
the instruction sheets in the narthex. 
 
This program costs you nothing and benefits 
Reformation greatly.  Thank you! 

Because of your requests, Reformation just 
registered as an AmazonSmile recipient 
organization.  This means that, if you shop at 
Amazon through AmazonSmile, and register 
to give to us (we’re called Evangelical 
Church of the Reformation, Inc. Wichita, KS), 
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price from eligble 
AmazonSmile purchases to us.  Again, it 
costs you nothing and benefits Reformation 
greatly.  Thank you for using AmazonSmile! 
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The Reformation Endowment Fund Committee met October 18th to 
review, discuss, and prayerfully consider the three grant applica-
tions we received. The applicants requested a total of $8,000 and 
the committee had $7,174.46 in available funds. 
 

The following grants were awarded: 
Mision San Juan de Dios (The ELCA mission church in the 
Plainview Community) 
 

Reformation’s Community Breakfast Fund (Reformation mem-
bers cook and serve a monthly breakfast/provide bus tickets to the 
homeless in our community) 
 

Andrew Beers, Reformation Member/Chaplain/Seminarian (To 
support mission work in nursing homes and assisted living facili-
ties. Funds will purchase giant print Bibles and provide paper and 
ink to print worship folders.) 
 

The committee expended all available funds for 2018.  We sincerely 
appreciate each individual and group who applied. 
 

Committee Members: Susayn Brandes, Ruth Ann Koepsel, Pam 
Lyford, Ted Vlamis, Jerry Whetstone, Pr Mari Larson, Advisory 
Member 

Thank You! 
 The Reformation 
Garage Sale was 
held October 4-6. 
Thank you to the 56 
people who set up, 
worked the sale 
and cleaned up afterwards. Volunteers put in 
about 500 work hours. Thank you to everyone 
who donated items and who shopped at the 
sale. The sale raised just over $7,000. All funds 
support youth ministry at Reformation, in-
cluding mission trips and attending the ELCA 
Youth Gathering.   
  
The sale is a fundraiser but also a community 
service and outreach experience. Items from 
the Garage Sale were donated to groups in the 
community. This year, youth at the Wichita 
Children's Home came to the sale on October 
4 and took home 50 large bags of items they 
selected. Household items for soon-to-arrive 
Rwandan and Eritrean refugees were selected 
by Saint Francis Migration Ministries. Items 
leftover after the sale were donated to Good-
will and Dress for Success. 

Greetings to you all in the name of Christ Jesus!   
I give God thanks for you all welcoming me into 
your congregation!  I write to you all to give 
many thanks for your support!  I am deeply 
grateful for your love and grace.  Many, many 
thanks for your support as I discern my voca-
tion and in my ministry!  I send my blessings 
and peace! 
 
Warmest Regards, Kaylie Ines 

Thank you for sewing hospice gowns for those we serve.  They 
are beautiful and know our patients and their families will ap-
preciate your act of kindness.  I have let our nurses know these 
gowns are available and bet they won’t last long!  
Thank you again!!  Sheila Shaw, Director of Volunteers,  
Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice. 

The Coleman Middle School faculty sends an enormous thank 
you for the school supplies and cool backpacks.  They are a 
very welcome addition and important component to their 
classrooms.   

Farewell to Pastor Dave 
 

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church invites us 
to the retirement luncheon and program 

honoring and celebrating 
the ministry of  

The Reverend David C. Fulton. 
 

Sunday, November 25, 2018 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

925 N. Waco, Wichita 
Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Program at 11:00 a.m. 
Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 

 

You need to RSVP by November 12th to  
St. Paul’s Office 316-263-0810 
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
  
Royce Shoemaker, Administrative Assistant 
  
Dakota Bennett, Organist 
  
Nancy Martin, Saturday Piano                  

 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 

 
Jensen Lee, Rise Worship Coordinator 

 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
 

Kim Powell, Childcare Provider 
 

Andrew Beers, Special Project 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
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Permit No. 688 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 
Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 
 

Our Weekend Schedule 
 

Saturday Worship at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Rise Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Learning for all Ages at 9:45 a.m. 

 

Traditional Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Family Promise at Reformation 
Our Family Promise guests will be staying 
with us for the first time in just over a month 
(December 9-16)! As we prepare to host for 
the first time, there are a few more items that 
we will need. Watch for a donation board in 
the narthex over the next couple of weeks.  

Most importantly, if you would like to be a part of this ministry, 
you will need to go through training. Please note that training is 
required every year, so if you went through training last year, 
you will still need to attend a training this month. We are work-
ing on scheduling a training here at Reformation, but without a 
confirmed date on the calendar, we encourage you to attend one 
of the following: 

• Sunday, November 4, 1:00 p.m., First Mennonite Brethren, 
8000 W. 21st Street 

• Sunday, November 11, 1:30 p.m., West Heights United     
Methodist Church, 745 N. Westlink Ave. 

• Sunday, December 2, 4:00 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 330 N. Broadway. 

There will also be plenty of “behind the scenes” volunteer op-
portunities as well – from setting up cots to washing sheets. 
Keep a look out for ways to sign up to be involved! 


