
  

 

December 2018 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

     

Celebrate Christmas with Us  
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  

5:30 p.m. (with the Rise Band)  
 8:00 p.m.  (with organ and handbells) 

Both worship services will feature the Worship Choir  
   

Christmas Morning Worship  
10:00 a.m. 

 
Young musicians—would you like to help provide prelude  

music for either or both of the Christmas Eve services?  
Contact Pastor Mari if you are interested. She will help make 

arrangements for an accompanist if needed. 

Family Promise 
December 9-16 

 

Can you feel the excitement? Our first 
week of hosting homeless families 
through Family Promise is coming up 
quickly. What an incredible gift it is 

to be a part of this ministry and to be able to open our 
doors to these families during their time of need. You can 
sign up to help with the many volunteer opportunities on 
the display table in the narthex. We had an amazing train-
ing at Reformation in November in preparation for our first 
week of hosting, with over 25 Reformation members in 
attendance. If you missed that training, there are a couple 
of others coming up before our hosting week: 

Sunday, December 2, 4:00 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 330 N. Broadway. 

Monday, December 3, 6:30 p.m., Gracepoint,              
9035 W. Central Ave. 

We will likely not know what exactly is needed for break-
fast and lunches until our guests arrive. If you would like to 
help provide those meals, please place a financial gift in the 
offering plat and mark it for Family Promise. Thanks in ad-
vance for helping to make our first week go as smoothly as 
possible! 

Tidings of Comfort and Joy 
Midweek Advent Worship 

Wednesdays, December 5, 12, and 19 
7:00 p.m. 

The holiday season can stir deep emotions 
within each of us. Many children greet the ad-
vent of Christmas with joy and excitement, 
whereas those who have lost loved ones during 
the past year may find great sadness in the very 
same event. Thankfully, our God meets us 
wherever we are, both physically and emotion-
ally. As we gather on Wednesday evenings for 
worship, we will give voice to the complex situ-
ations and emotions with which we greet the 
coming Messiah and use the reactions of those 
who first received the news of Jesus’ birth 
(Joseph, Zechariah, Mary, and the shepherds) to 
do so. These services acknowledge responses of 
confusion, fear, doubt, and curiosity, while the 
coming of Jesus promises comfort and joy for 
all of us. These messages will fit into the frame-
work of Holden Evening Prayer.  
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Almost four months ago, I went 
into a home store and found 
myself in the middle of a world 
of Christmas decorations.  I 
was so unprepared that I 
walked out of the store without 
even buying what I had gone in 
to purchase.  Even as I think 
back to it, that day is 
uncomfortably discordant.  I 
love Christmas, but not in 
August. 
 

We enter the season of Advent as the world is 
already well into the season of Christmas... but not 
really.  When retailers change the Halloween aisles 
(or back-to-school aisles) into Christmas-world, 
they are attempting to convince consumers to 
prepare for Christmas, by purchasing things we do 
not need. Unfortunately, though, those external 
preparations are ultimately not where our Advent 
focus needs to be. 
 
Advent is about expectation, hope, and 
preparation.  The word means “coming.”  For us, it 
is a season of four weeks.  For our Orthodox 
neighbors, it is a 40-day season similar to our Lent 
which includes fasting.  We set this time apart in 
worship with the Advent Wreath, kneeling for 
Communion (for those who are able), and using 
some music specifically written for this time of 
anticipation.  We also set it apart with a 
Wednesday evening worship service (December 5, 
12,  and 19 at 7 p.m.) framed in Holden Evening 
Prayer. 
 
In our church, we deliberately keep this time of 
Advent because we believe this time to be 
important.  As Jan Richardson writes in Night 
Visions,  

 
“The season of Advent means there is 
something on the horizon the likes of which 
we have never seen before… .What is 
possible is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just 

as it brushes past you. And you begin to 
grasp what it was you missed, like Moses 
in the cleft of the rock, watching God’s 
[back] fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. 
Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. 
Wonder. There will be time enough for 
running. For rushing. For worrying. For 
pushing. For now, stay. Wait. Something 
is on the horizon.” 

 
Advent begins on December 2 with the 
message, “Be alert” for the Savior is coming.  
That message is not contingent on when or 
whether a Christmas tree has been displayed 
and decorated in our home, whether we’re 
humming along with “Frosty the Snowman” 
coming through store sound systems, or 
whether we own an ugly Christmas sweater.  In 
Bethlehem, Jesus came without fanfare; the 
fanfare came after his birth. 
 
John the Baptist appears to walk right out of 
the Old Testament on the second and third 
Sundays of Advent to tell us to “Prepare the 
way” because ‘one more powerful is coming.’  
John the Baptist was concerned about getting 
things right, but I am confident he had no 
thoughts about inflatable Grinch décor or 
whether this is the year to switch to LED 
Christmas lights.   
 
Elizabeth and Mary complete our days of 
preparation and expectation on the fourth 
Sunday of Advent.  Mary’s song, the beloved 
“Magnificat,” is part of our Gospel reading.  As I 
hear those words spoken or sung, I often think 
of young Mary’s faith. She was surprised, but 
she believed that God was doing something 
new that would change the world. 
 

Pastor Mari 

Rev. Dr. Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. Jeremiah 33:14 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Tis the season for baking Christmas treats, 
so let’s help make Christmas special for 
hungry families in Wichita.  How about we 
make December’s focus foods: 

 

Baking Supplies 
 

Gather up the ingredients for your favorite 
Christmas cookie or holiday treat – things 
like, flour, sugar, baking soda, vanilla, 
chocolate chips, red and green sprinkles 
and more! 
 
Don’t forget, that though we have a monthly 
focus, the pantry is ALWAYS  in need of 
canned fruits, vegetables, meats, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, cereal and oatmeal. 
 

Thank you for your continued generous 
support for this important ministry! You can 
leave your donations in the grocery cart is 
just inside the door of the fellowship hall.  
Merry Christmas! 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, December 10,  

12:00 p.m. 
 

Lewis Street Singers will perform a program , 
with a Christmas Theme, for us to enjoy in 
December.  All 55 and over are welcome to 
join us. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service. You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Doris Moden (213-2068) 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

December  3   Blanket Makers 9 a.m. 
 

December  13  Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
      Church Office Conference Room,  
      Hosted by Jeanne Tiller 
 

December  17  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
  

December 19   Dorcas Circle Luncheon at 12 p.m. 
      At the home of Lotus Gerards 

Women’s Holiday Night Out 
Tuesday, December 4, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Please join us for a Christmas celebration 
with dinner at Taste of Country, in the 
home of Charlene Towne.  Enjoy her festive decorations, 
wonderful food and of course great fellowship.    
 
It will be December 4, at 6:30, or if you wish to carpool, 
meet at the church at 6:00.  We will be having a fun gift 
exchange, bring a wrapped gift ($10-15) if you want to 
participate.  Please let Martha Deines know by December 3 
if you plan to attend at  214-4414. 

 
Do You Have an Article for  

the January Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us  
 

Deadline for the January Ref Life is December 15.  

       3rd Sunday Study 
December 16 

 

This is our fourth session, but if 
you missed the first three, you 
are still very welcome to join us.  

If you want to share in a potluck, come at 12:15pm; if 
you just want the class, come at 1:00pm.  We meet in the 
conference room (with the cool new chairs). 
 

We are studying the Small Catechism, the Bible, and their 
relationship to daily life.  Whether you’ve memorized the 
Catechism or never even seen one, you are welcome! 
  
If you have questions or want to know more, please 
contact Pastor Mari. 
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Stephen Ministry 
          

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors.”   

        Luke 2:14 
  
May the season of Christ’s birth bring 

you: PEACE each day, HOPE for tomorrow, JOY, LOVE 
and STRENGTH for every season. 
 
If you or someone you know could benefit from 
Stephen Ministry, a confidential one-to-one ministry for 
people who are going through difficult times in their 
lives, call one of the following Stephen Leaders for 
information:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), David Dorf (208-
4064), Lotus Gerards (283-8602), Marsha Sears (634-
6101). 

Handbell and Organ Concert and Dedication 
Sunday, December 23, 9:45am 

 

Thanks to legacy gifts in memory of Reformation members Carol 
Ott , Dorothea Rindt, Tom Cronk, and Shirley King ,our handbells 
have been refurbished and an additional half octave of bells has 
been purchased (along with a table, pad, cover, stand, light, and 
gloves).  Meanwhile, additional legacy gifts were given in memory 
of Dorothea Rindt, Eugene Peters, Bob Anderson, Kirk Anderson, 
and Howard Leikvold to care for the organ, to purchase music, and 
add organ chimes.  These gifts will be dedicated in a concert on 
Sunday, December 23, between worship services, at 9:45 a.m. 

Christmas Melodies  
Progressive Dinner 

Sunday, December 2 
4:30 p.m. 

 

Hopefully you have already reserved 
your spot for the Christmas Melodies 
Progressive Dinner. You’ll begin on 
Sunday, December 2 at 4:30 p.m. at 

your first designated stop, and eventually all end up at 
church for our main course and entertainment. Much 
fun and merriment is to be had! 

Blue Christmas  
Worship 

Saturday, December 22 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Our regular Saturday Wor-
ship will be transformed 
into “Blue Christmas” on 
December 22 at 5:30pm.  

This important worship service is especially for those 
who feel disconnected from the merriment of Christ-
mas.  Perhaps they are grieving the loss of someone 
close.  Maybe they are struggling with mental or 
physical health issues.  Maybe finances are precari-
ous, or a relationship has ended.  Whatever the rea-
son, this worship service acknowledges the disso-
nance with Scripture, prose, Communion, candlelight-
ing and hymns like Silent Night and Let All Mortal 
Flesh Keep Silence.  If you have a friend or neighbor 
who might appreciate this worship service, please 
don’t just invite them, offer to bring them! 
 

Notes from the  
Semi-Annual Meeting 

 on November 4 
 

Jane Camenzind and Andrea Fuller were re-elected 
and Tanya Flores and Ben Walter were elected to 3-
year terms on the Church Council. 
 

Clarence Koch was elected to a 3-year term on the En-
dowment and Memorials Committee. 
 

Anita Dorf, David Dorf, Dean Keith, and Camilla Wil-
son were elected to be voting members at the 2019 
Central States Synod Assembly. 
 

Randy Koepsel, Keith Martin, Michelle Groves, and 
Marsha Sears were elected to 1-year terms on the 
Nominating Committee. 

The congregation will meet for its 
semi-annual meeting on January 27, 
2019, at 9:45 a.m., in the church 
sanctuary. This meeting will include 
approval of a 2019 ministry budget. 
All members are encouraged to at-
tend. 
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Advent Adventure 
Lights, Action,  

Nativity! 
Sunday, December 16, 

9:45 a.m. 
 

Everyone is invited to be a part of this fun 
celebration as we create our own costumes, 
learn a song, and then perform a Christmas 
program, all during the learning hour on 
Sunday, December 16! It promises to be a 
fun way to usher in the season, as we share 
laughter while telling the incredible story of 
Jesus’ birth! 

 

 

 

 

Middle and High School Youth  
Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 16, 12:30 p.m. 
 

Pizza, Christmas games, devotions, and pre-
sents! How could you possibly stay away? All 
middle and high school youth are invited to a 
fun afternoon of activities at the church on 
Sunday, December 16. We’ll start with lunch – 
pizza – at 12:30 p.m., followed by devotions 
and some fun Christmas games – including a 
silly gift exchange. Bring your favorite Christ-
mas snack to share, and a gift appropriate for 
anyone (valued at $5-10) to participate in the 
gift exchange. Don’t miss it! 

Be a Friend 

We frequently talk about how 
important children are in the 
church. We want them to know 
that they are valued, and that we 
are glad they are here. Would you 
be willing to help us do that? It’s simple – the Learning Board 
would love to match up all of our students with an adult or 
older student that would intentionally be a friend to these in-
credible young people. It is not a huge commitment – simply 
greet your younger friend when you see them at church (or 
around town), remember their birthday or baptism day, and 
hold them in prayer. While it may not take a lot of time or en-
ergy, the relationship formed will make a difference in the 
faith life of that young person. Would you be willing to be a 
Ref BFF (best friend forever)? We currently have 28 people 
signed up, and need close to 50 just to match up all of our chil-
dren through 6th grade (and we’d love to include middle and 
high school students as well!). Contact Pastor Kristin if you 
are willing to serve in this way, or fill out a Ref BFF card 
(available on the usher stand) and drop it in the offering plate. 
Thank you in advance for your care for our young people!  

Youth Quake 
February 1-3 

Hyatt Regency, Wichita, KS 
 

Fun times ahead! Middle AND High School students—Are you ready for an incredible weekend, filled with awe-
some speakers, great musicians, and a chance to dress up super crazy? Then you are ready for Youth Quake! 
This year’s theme is Diverge -  To live a life of Christ, we need to diverge from the ordinary roads of this world to 
follow the extraordinary path God created for us. All 6th-12th graders are welcomed and encouraged to be a part 
of this awesome weekend! The cost for the weekend is $95 (the total cost per person is $190, but the church co-
vers the other half of that!). Turn your deposit in to Pastor Kristin by Sunday, December 9. If this deposit is a 
hardship for your family, please talk to Pastor Kristin. Scholarships are available. Parents—are you interested in 
being a part of the fun as one of the adult sponsors? Let PK know! Questions? Contact Pastor Kristin (634-0586). 

How Can You Support 
Reformation Youth? 

With lots of Christmas perfor-
mances (along with regular win-
ter sports and events), December 
is a great time to see the youth of 
Reformation in action! The calendar located just inside the par-
ish hall has dates and times for upcoming events for our young 
people. During this season of parties and events, why not pick 
at least one from that calendar to support these youth in their 
endeavors outside of church? 

Youth—please be sure to add your events to the calendar! 
Thanks! 
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Sunday School Offerings 
 

Each year, we select three different organizations 
that benefit from our Sunday School offerings. This 
year we began with collecting books for the Polar 
Express book drive through ChildStart. In Novem-
ber, we began collecting offerings for Rainbows 
United. The Infant Toddler staff at Rainbows Unit-
ed, who serve children birth to 3 years of age with 
special needs, have exhausted their supply of Bop-
py Pillows and are in need of more. They advocate 
the use of the Boppy Pillow because it promotes 
muscle strength and overall development for young 
children. For families who don’t have the financial 
resources to purchase a Boppy Pillow, Rainbows 
will provide one at no charge to the family. Helping 
to provide Boppy Pillows will promote healthy de-
velopment for these children. If you are a family 
who has outgrown the use of yours, they will also 
accept lightly used Boppy pillows! 

Community Breakfast News 
 
A big thank you to all who are in-
volved in the community Breakfast.  
Your help is greatly appreciated and 
makes it possible for us to continue 
this ministry.  For more than 13 
years, Reformation has been provid-
ing breakfast at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 625. N. Wa-
co, on the third Saturday of each month.  We occasional-
ly pick up an extra Saturday or two during the year as 
needed.  We provide a nutritious, hot meal for those in 
need and the crowd size varies from month to month.  
100 bus tickets are purchased most months along with 
groceries, paper goods, etc.  Our monthly expenses av-
erage $350-400.  Gently worn clothing, shoes, back-
packs, etc. are provided for our breakfast guests and are 
collected in the Fellowship Hall at Reformation.  ALL 
ARE WELCOME  to help with the breakfast each month.  
Please contact Susan Martin, breakfast coordinator at 
316-641-2733 with questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

Winter storm coming? 
 
If Reformation Lutheran Church 
cancels worship due to inclement 
weather, you can find out by 
checking: 
 our Facebook page 
 our Twitter feed 
 our website (which will show you the Twitter 

feed) 
 the closings on kwch.com or KWCH television   
 AND your e-mail (e-blasts can be sent if one of 

the pastors can get to the church)  

Update on the  
“Welcome To The Table”   
Campaign for St. Paul’s 

Kitchen Renovation 
 

Dear fellow members in Christ: The team is very excited 
to report that to date over $76,000 has been raised 
through your generous giving and hard work. And now, 
the team has agreed that it is time to transition from 
fund raising into the actual remodeling phase. The 
amount raised will provide for significant improve-
ments to the kitchen’s capability and efficiency in 
providing meals to the homeless and programs that St. 
Paul’s and other Area 5 churches support. 
  

To that end, the team has engaged the services of a pro-
fessional kitchen designer and a local professional ca-
terer to ensure that the proper arrangement and equip-
ment are specified and purchased for maximum use of 
the funds available. To further the improvements and 
value of the contributions, volunteers will be needed 
and used in appropriate areas.  
  

Please be on the  lookout for a “Call To Arms.” The plan-
ning team will next meet Thursday December 13th at 
5:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s. Your continued donations and 
prayers are always needed and welcome!  
 

In Christ’s Service, Welcome To The Table Team  

5th Saturday Potluck 
Saturday, December 29 

6:20 p.m. 
 
December has five Saturdays.  
Do you know what that means? 
It’s time for a 5th Saturday Pot-

luck! Bring a dish to pass, join us for Saturday even-
ing worship at 5:30 p.m., then stick around for great 
food and even better fellowship! Hope to see you on 
Saturday, December 29! 
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Thanks to all 
who have 
designated 
Reformation 
as recipient for their Community Rewards.  
Last quarter, we received $310.31 from 40 
households shopping at Dillons.  If you would 
like to designate your Dillons Plus Shopper’s 
Card Community Rewards to Reformation, use 
code IR054.  If you need additional help, see 
the instruction sheets in the narthex. 
 

This program costs you nothing and benefits 
Reformation greatly.  Thank you! 

Soul Food Thanks 
 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all who 
have provided dinner for Soul Food and/
or helped serve dinner: Tanya Flores, 
Christy Wallman, Tredessa Schrader, 
Krista Shackelford & Jeanne Tiller, Pas-

tor Kristin, Brandy Willett, Chris Steward, Allison Bruntz, 
Cheree Encapera, Meegan Jowdy, & Rhea Hartley. 
 

Your help and generosity have made Wednesday nights easier 
for Confirmation students & their parents as well as bible study 
participants and our musicians. 
 

And an extra thank you to Andrea Fuller for coordinating our 
Wednesday night meals – lining up all of these folks so that we 
are sure to have a meal each week!  

The 2019 Flower Chart is Up ! 
 

Please sign the chart on the pillar in the nar-
thex if you want to give altar flowers  for a 
special occasion.  Complete the Altar Flower 
Form, enclose a check for $38.00 and return 
to the office or place in the offering plate. 

Do You Have A Nametag? 
If you haven’t ordered a Reformation nametag 
yet, please sign up on the bright green sign-up 
sheet on the big white board in the narthex on 
the weekends.  The nametag project is spon-
sored by our Outreach Board.  You may make a 
$5 donation to cover the cost of your nametag, 
but that is not required.  Gifts in memory of 
Debbie Stephens are also being used to fund 
this project.  Nametags may be left on the 
whiteboard during the week or taken with you.  
(The whiteboard is rolled out of the narthex on 
Sunday afternoon.) 

Reformation has recently been registered as 
an AmazonSmile recipient organization.  This 
means that, if you shop at Amazon through 
AmazonSmile, and register to give to us (we’re 
called Evangelical Church of the Reformation, 
Inc. Wichita, KS), the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
us.  Again, it costs you nothing and benefits 
Reformation greatly.  If you are using Amazon 
to do your online Christmas shopping, why 
not sign up for AmazonSmile and benefit the 
church? Thank you! 

Christmas Craft and Bake Sale Results 

In spite of the winter storm, well over $500 was raised in our 
craft and bake sale on November 24-25.  Ninety-percent of the 
proceeds will go to replacing our HVAC units and 10% is being 
sent to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Blessings to those who affirmed their baptisms on Sunday, November 
11. Pictured here with Pastor Kristin are (l to r) Brock Stupka, Eli 
Kuttler, Ryan Flores, Quinn Torgerson, Matthew Allbritten, Colin Fuller, 
and Samuel Wallman. Photo by Tom Pletcher. 
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
  
Royce Shoemaker, Administrative Assistant 
  
Dakota Bennett, Organist 
  
Nancy Martin, Saturday Piano                  

 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 

 
Jensen Lee, Rise Worship Coordinator 

 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
 

Kim Powell, Childcare Provider 
 

Andrew Beers, Special Project 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 
Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Our Weekend Schedule 
 

Saturday Worship at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Rise Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Learning for all Ages at 9:45 a.m. 

 

Traditional Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

     

 

 

 

Celebrate       with Us  
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  

5:30 p.m. (with the Rise Band)  
 8:00 p.m.  (with organ and handbells) 

Both worship services will feature the Worship Choir  
   

Christmas Morning Worship  
10:00 a.m. 

 
 


