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Family Promise 
 

Our first week of hosting Family Promise guests was a blessing – and a success. We had 
three families (11 people – 4 adults, 7 children) for the week. We learned some little 
things to help make the week go smoother as we went, but overall, everything went 
extremely well – especially for our first time! As the guests were leaving on Sunday, they 
expressed their thanks for our hospitality, and said they appreciated our church being a 
little quieter than others, allowing them to get some much needed rest. Volunteers also 

have shared their excitement about being a part of this ministry. One of our volunteers in particular shared her 
own personal story on Facebook on the night that she and her husband were overnight hosts. With her 
permission, here are the reflections of Michelle Horter:   
 

Over the course of my childhood I encountered many personal struggles. I was homeless multiple times, evicted 
more times than I can recall, endured physical, emotional and sexual abuse...I struggled to keep up with school 
due the stress and changing schools every time we moved. 
 

Through all the struggles and obstacles I encountered, the absolute most special moments were when people 
whom I’ve never met before served me a hot meal as I stood in line in a homeless shelter. Even through my 
adolescence embarrassment I knew these individuals were God sent and special 
 

Today, I have the emotional blessing to return the favor for every single person who expressed love to me as a 
struggling child. I’m filled with gratitude as we fill our church will families who have found themselves upon 
difficult times and are homeless. 
 

I’m so beyond happy to give back in such a beautiful way. If you can, please consider learning how you too can 
give back to our homeless families. I will be more than thrilled to buy anyone a cup of coffee and discuss ways 
we can help our fellow brothers and sisters. 
 

Be grateful tonight as you sleep in your own bed. Be grateful tonight as your children know stability and 
comfort. 
 

Michelle is a firsthand witness to the difference we can make in the lives of these families – simply by opening 
our doors to them and showing them hospitality. Thanks to all who helped this first week go so well – whether 
you were here for part of our hosting or supported it in other ways. We look forward to our opportunities to 
host again in 2019: March 10-16, June 2-8, September 15-21, and December 29-January 4. 
 
 
 
Thank you for supporting Child Start’s Polar Express Literacy Event through the 
Reformation Lutheran Church book Drive. In total, Child Start received 412 books 
from Reformation Lutheran church, nearly a quarter of our total books!  By 
donating books to this event, Reformation Lutheran Church no only is helping 
Child Start promote literacy and gather books for the children we serve, but is 
also helping raise awareness of and support for child start as we prepared young 
children for lifelong success.  Thanks again for participating in the Polar Express 
Literacy Event!   
Warm regards, Teresa I. Rupp, Executive Director. 
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We have entered the much-dreaded 
Resolution Season.  There have 
been years that I have made 
resolutions and stuck to them, years 
that I ignored the whole idea, and 
years that I made half-hearted 
attempts to make changes.  But this 
year, I’m thinking about it differently 
thanks to some continuing 
education work I have been 
completing.  Several months ago, I 
began a certificate program in 
Church Management from Villanova 
University.  It has been almost 20 
years since I worked on my 
doctorate, and I thought it was time 
for some focused, intentional work.  
Villanova’s program is ecumenical 
and user-friendly.  The monthly 
webinars are filled with information 
and ideas that make me think and 
wonder.  In this Resolution Season, 
I have been thinking and wondering 
wondering about Resolutions we 
can make as God’s church. 

 

#1.  Communicate better with each 
other about the work we do 

• Each January, Reformation’s staff, 
Council, and Boards summarize our 
mission and ministries in the Annual 
Report, but most pages of the 
Annual Report are not read by most 
members.  That’s too bad, because 
God is doing a lot of incredible work 
in and through this congregation.  
Take a few minutes this month to 
read about something in our 
congregation in which you are not 
directly involved. We’re adding more 
pictures each year because more of 
you are reading the report on-line. 
(And pictures are worth at least 
1,000 words.) 

• The most popular parts of the 
Annual Report are the financial 
pages, and that’s appropriate.  We 
want to be more accountable about 
our finances (without you having to 
ask) so we are resolving to give 
members more financial information 

(with your quarterly giving 
statements) starting in 2019. 

• We are using Facebook and Twitter 
more than we ever have previously.  
If you use those social media 
platforms but aren’t connected with 
Reformation on them, I invite you to 
follow us. 

• Ref Life goes out monthly by mail and 
e-mail, but many times there are 
other items we need to communicate.  
These are shared by e-mail.  If we 
don’t have your e-mail address, 
you’re not receiving these.  If you 
would like to receive them, please let 
us know your e-address. 

• We are counting on you to ask 
questions. On page 4 of this 
newsletter is the list of council 
members.  These are the people that 
we have elected to positions of 
leadership. Most of the time, they 
appreciate our questions. 

 

#2.  Communicate with God about 
each other and the work we do 

We have some incredible prayers in our 
midst, but most of us would admit that we 
do not pray as we ought.  Now might be 
your time to join the prayer chain (contact 
Lotus to do that) or to pray your way 
through our membership directory.  If you 
don’t have a directory, let Royce, Pastor 
Kristin, or me know – we will get you one. 

 

As we begin this new year, God’s Word 
cheers us on with words of new songs, 
new hearts, new creation, renewed 
strength – all good news for God’s 
beloved children. 

 

Pr. Mari 

Rev. Dr. Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

Tweet with us 

@RefLuthKS 

Like us on Face-

book 

@reformationluth
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s a brand new year!  The New Year is often 
depicted as a baby so let’s celebrate by 
making our focus for January: 

 

ALL THINGS BABY-RELATED 
 

Jars of baby food, baby cereal, diapers, wipes, 
formula – anything that might help moms 
and dads care for their little ones. 
 
Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables and 
fruit, boxed macaroni and cheese, dried 
beans, cereal and oatmeal, sugar and flour, 
soup and crackers. 
 
Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, January 14 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Our program for January will be presented 
by Carla Sheperd of “RIGHT at HOME”, who 
will explain the services they offer.  She will 
inform us of the types of Home Care 
available and the methods of payment that 
are accepted. 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty  (776-
2068). 

All 55 and over are invited to attend. 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

January  7   Blanket Makers 9 a.m. 
 

January 10   Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
      Church Office Conference Room,  
      Hosted by Judy Carlson 
 

January 16   Dorcas Circle 
             
January  21   Blanket Makers, 9 a.m.  

Women’s Night Out 
 
All women are welcome to join us for 
an evening of good conversation and 
food at Albero Cafe , 4811 E.  
Central .  We will meet on 
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 at 6:30 

p.m.   We would love to see you there! Please contact 
Martha Deines at 214-4414 by Sunday, January 20.  

 
Do You Have an Article for  

the February Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us! 
Deadline for the February Ref Life is January 15.  

       3rd Sunday Study 
January 20 

 

Third Sunday meets in the 
conference room (with the cool 
new chairs) on January 20th at 

12:15p.m. for potluck lunch at 1:00p.m. for class.  We are 
studying the Small Catechism, the Bible, and their 
relationship to daily life.  Whether you’ve memorized the 
Catechism or never even seen one, you are welcome!  
Newcomers are very welcome.  This month, we’re 
starting with the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
(Pastor Mari’s favorite).   
  

If you have questions or want to know more, please 
contact Pastor Mari. 
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Stephen Ministry 
          

One evening many years ago, my daughter 
and I were sitting in the family room, each 
concentrating on our own studies.  My 
daughter asked me, “Mom, what does 
recommence mean?”  I absently, without 

looking up, replied, “Begin again.”  She sighed heavily and 
once more said, more slowly, “What does recommence 
mean?”  This time I looked up and slowly said, “Begin again.”  
I heard her “humpf”’ as she said once more, “What does 
recommence mean?”  My husband was standing in the 
kitchen and overheard our limited conversation.  He offered 
some help.  He said, “Tanya, your mom is giving you the 
meaning of recommence.  It means, begin again.”  “Oh, 
thanks,” said Tanya.  I gave him an appreciative smile and we 
all went on with our separate evening activities.   
 
Begin again.  Easy to say.  Hard to do sometimes.  Yet January 
is usually the time for considering changes, small and large.  
January is the time when we, in essence, begin again.   
 
Sometimes we need someone to listen to us as we 
contemplate what that means in our lives.  We may need 
ongoing listening; we may need a short time to hear 
ourselves consider our options.  Reformation has listeners 
available.  We are called Stephen Ministers.  We listen and 
remain confidential.  We ask questions to help clarify 
thinking.  We don’t give answers because the answers remain 
with the questioner.  But we listen.  And we pray together, 
asking for God’s guidance as we each begin again.  Let us 
know if you would like a chance to be listened to as you begin 
again.   
 
Stephen Leaders:  Lotus Gerards—683-8602; David Dorf—
208-4064; Anita Dorf—210-9124 

Sound Volunteers Needed for 11:00am Worship 
 
Reformation needs more sound system operators for our Traditional Worship.  
We currently only have three.  We would like to find at least two persons who 
feel comfortable working with our audio system.  No previous experience is 
required, but any previous experience you have will be gratefully accepted.  
Youth are welcome to volunteer!  If you can help, please contact Royce in the 
church office ASAP.  Training and supervision are provided.    

The congregation will meet for its semi-annual meeting on 
January 27, 2019, at 9:45 a.m., in the church sanctuary. This 
meeting will include approval of a 2019 ministry budget. 
All members are encouraged to attend. 

Annual Reports will be available by January 19 on-line, by  
e-mail, or on paper for review prior to the meeting. 

PICK UP! 
GOD IS CALLING! 

 

Well, no, not on your smart phone, but God is calling 
you!  God’s got things to tell you, things to teach you, 
things to inspire you, things from which to warn you, 
things to excite you… But mostly God is asking you 
out.  The Word is, he wants to marry you. 
 

It’s happening every Sunday.  Five times God calls you, 
every Sunday: The First Lesson, the Psalm, the Second 
Lesson, the Holy Gospel, and the Sermon (well, actual-
ly, the sermon is really just making more pointed what 
the other four are saying). 
 

But the sermon can’t give you the whole call—after all, 
the preacher’s only got about 20 minutes before we 
get antsy.  What are we missing? Listen to the whole 
call!  Catch the nuances!  Try to read between the 
lines!  

 Come to:          Adult Bible Class 
Sunday Mornings, 9:45 a.m. 

in the Conference Room 
 

Dick Hoyer (retired ELCA pastor and a member at Refor-
mation) helps us hear the call. 

 
PICK UP! 

Recent Official Pastoral Acts 
 

 Baptisms 
       Warren Pippitt, December 1 
         Ryan Marshall, December 9 

 

Funerals & Memorial Services 
Pastor Sally Fahrenthold, November 29 

Warren Dougherty (Jolene’s son), December 1 
J. Frederick Hambright III, December 15 

 

We welcome Zoe Meulbroek as an Associate Member 
of Reformation.  Zoe has been attending Saturday 
worship for many months.  Her artwork has been 
featured in our craftshows, and we have prayed for 

her healing after she broke her leg. 
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Your 2019 Church Council 
 

President:  Laurel Davis 
Vice-President:  Chris Steward 

Secretary: Tanya Flores 
Treasurer: Dulcinea Rakestraw 

 

Jon Bruntz (Service Board) 
Jane Camenzind & Camilla Wilson (Fellowship Board) 

Ali Davis (Outreach Board) 
Andrea Fuller (Learning Board) 

Suzanne Koch (Stewardship Finance Board) 
Karen Pfeiffer (Worship Board)  
Ben Walter Property Board) 

 

Ex Officio Council Members 
David Dorf, Financial Secretary 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Pastor Kristin Woelk 

Wednesday Bible Studies 
Starting January 9 

 

At Noon 
We will be studying the Pastoral Epistles (First and 
Second Timothy and Titus).  This is a six-week study.  

No prior experience is necessary. 
 

At 6:45pm 
We will also be studying the Pastoral Epistles, but our 

study tends to wander more, go deeper, and take 
longer. 

 

Youth Supermarket Sweep 
Sunday, January 13, 12:30 p.m. 
 

We have all likely just finished a month when we had way too much to eat (or at 
least had access to way too much!). Christmas also is a season of giving, so many of 
us may have also helped to provide food for those who aren’t as fortunate as we are. 
But once the holidays are over, food banks sometimes find their shelves a bit on the 
bare side. On Sunday, January 13, the youth of Reformation are going to do 
something about that! We will meet at 12:30 p.m., have lunch together, and then go 
grocery shopping – with a twist. You won’t want to miss it! 

Soul Food Resumes 
Wednesday, January 9 
 

It was a nice change of 
pace to gather for worship 
on Wednesday evenings 
during Advent, but on 
Wednesday, January 9, we 
will return to our normal Wednesday evening sched-
ule—full of food, learning, and music! These great eve-
nings include dinner for all beginning at 6:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by confirmation for 7th & 8th graders and an 
adult study, both starting at 6:45 p.m. And don’t forget 
handbell choir rehearsal at 6:30 p.m.! You won’t want 
to miss out on the community and learning of Soul 
Food nights at Reformation! 

Angel Tree Thank you  
from Inter-Faith Ministry 

 

Thank you for your generous donation of toys to 
Inter-Faith Ministries’ Operation Holiday program.  
Your donation will help make the holidays a little bit 
brighter for thousands of struggling individuals and 
families in Wichita and throughout Sedgwick coun-
ty.  Your support enables Inter-Faith Ministries to 
provide the most basic human needs of shelter, food, 
and hope all year. 
 
Each year generous Wichitans like you come togeth-
er to collect food, grocery gift cards, winter wear, 
blankets, and toys for more than 13,500 of our low –
income neighbors through Operation Holiday. For 
those struggling to get by on a daily basis, a little 
help with groceries or a toy for their child at the hol-
iday is invaluable.  You are giving them comfort that 
so many of us take for granted, including the 
knowledge that their neighbors care about them. 
 
From all of the staff and volunteers at Inter-Faith 
Ministries and our Operation Holiday program, and 
the thousands of individuals who will benefit from 
your generosity, thank you!  Thank you so much -
Angela Perez, Director of Development and Communi-
ty Engagement. 
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Thanks to all who have 
designated Reformation as 
recipient for their Community 
Rewards.  Last quarter, we 
received $310.31 from 40 
households shopping at 
Dillons.  If you would like to designate your Dillons Plus 
Shopper’s Card Community Rewards to Reformation, use 
code IR054.  If you need additional help, see the instruction 
sheets in the narthex. 
 

This program costs you nothing and benefits Reformation 
greatly.  Thank you! 

Pro Kan 
 

The Creation Care Team from our Synod 
hopes we will all will take small steps to 
protect our earth.  In light of this, let us 
introduce you to Pro Kan. 
 

Pro Kan is a free, non-profit recycling operation located at 
725 East Clark in Wichita and is open Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons and Saturdays.  People drive their cars into the 
building and deposit their recycling in boxes for aluminum, 
mixed paper, newspaper, cardboard, tin cans, number 5 
plastic, plastic bottles and milk carton type plastic. 
 

There are library shelves with free books and a table where 
people can leave items that others might want.  This is a good 
opportunity for people who don't have enough recyclables for 
curbside recycling.  Pro Kan offers free tours for groups and 
has speakers who will meet with groups about the benefits of 
recycling. 
 

Teens who need service hours can volunteer with their 
parents to assist others in unloading recycling and finding the 
correct boxes. 
 
For more information, go to:  recyclewichita.org 

Winter storm 
 coming? 

 
If Reformation Lutheran Church 
cancels worship due to inclem-
ent weather, you can find out by checking: 
 our Facebook page 
 our Twitter feed 
 our website (which will show you the 

Twitter feed) 
 the closings on kwch.com or KWCH televi-

sion   
 AND your e-mail (e-blasts can be sent if 

one of the pastors can get to the church)  

Do You Have A Nametag? 
If you haven’t ordered a Reformation nametag 
yet, please sign up on the bright green sign-up 
sheet on the big white board in the narthex on 
the weekends.  The nametag project is 
sponsored by our Outreach Board.  You may 
make a $5 donation to cover the cost of your 
nametag, but that is not required.  Gifts in 
memory of Debbie Stephens are also being 
used to fund this project.  Nametags may be 
left on the whiteboard during the week or 
taken with you.  (The whiteboard is rolled out 
of the narthex on Sunday afternoon.) 

Reformation has 
recently been 
registered as an 
AmazonSmile 
recipient 

organization.  This means that, if you shop at Amazon through 
AmazonSmile, and register to give to us (we’re called 
Evangelical Church of the Reformation, Inc. Wichita, KS), the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to us.  Again, it 
costs you nothing and benefits Reformation greatly.  If you 
are using Amazon to do your online Christmas shopping, why 
not sign up for AmazonSmile and benefit the church? Thank 
you! 

Thank  you to my many Reformation friends. 
I don’t know how to express my appreciation 
for all the love you have shown both me and 
my family for the last year and a half.  Unless 
you have experienced it [and I hope you never 
have to] you can’t imagine how up-lifting it is 
to receive all the hugs, messages of 
prayers,  expressions of hope and condolences 
that we have been given.  May God bless you 
all.   

Jolene Dougherty and family 
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