
  

 

April 2019 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

April 13     5:30 p.m.  - “Palm Saturday”  
  

April 14     8:30 a.m. - Palm Sunday Rise Worship  
    with Procession (weather permitting)    
        11:00 a.m. - Palm Sunday Traditional Worship  
    with Procession (weather permitting)  
 

April 18    12:00 p.m. -  Maundy Thursday  Worship  
    with Holy Communion Worship 
             7:00 p.m. -  Maundy Thursday Worship  
    with Foot Washing, Prayer, and Stripping of  
    the Altar 
 

April 19     7:00 p.m. - Good Friday Service of Darkness  
    and Sorrow 
 

April 20 7:00 p.m. -  Easter Vigil Worship  
 

April 21 EASTER SUNDAY 
   8:30 a.m. - Easter Son-Rise Worship  
    with Holy Communion 
   11:00 p.m. - Easter Traditional Worship  
    with Holy Communion 
   Handbells and Worship Choir at both services. 

First Communion  
Preparation 

Sunday, April 14 
12:30-3:30 p.m. 

  

Christ invites us all to his table! Any young 
person, regardless of age, who wishes to begin 
receiving communion is welcome to come and 
explore this awesome mystery! Children and 
their parents will learn more about commun-
ion in engaging ways, including baking the 
bread that will be used for worship through-
out Holy Week and on Easter Sunday. If you 
believe your child is ready to receive commun-
ion, plan to bring them to the class. RSVP to 
the Pastor Kristin (634-0586) by April 11. If 
you have questions about first communion, 
please contact Pastor Kristin. 

Good Friday  
Family Faith Experience 

April 19, 4:30 p.m. 
 

Holy Week is rich with powerful stories 
about the depth of God’s love for us. But 
sometimes those stories and the worship services shaped 
around them can be difficult for little ones to understand.  In 
order for families to fully enter into the wonder and power of 
this week, you are invited to a special experience on Good 
Friday afternoon, where we will walk together through differ-
ent pieces of this holy story of Jesus with hands-on experienc-
es. Join us as we enter into this story in a family friendly way. 

 Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 21 
9:15-10:45 a.m. 

 

Egg Casseroles with  
Bacon or Sausage… 
Fruit Breads… 
French Toast Casserole… 
Fruit…Orange Juice… 
Milk…Coffee… 
 
All of this will be a part of our annual Easter 
Breakfast, served on Easter Sunday, 9:15-10:45 
a.m., in the Parish Hall! The youth of Refor-
mation will once again be serving the breakfast, 
but we need your help with all of the delicious-
ness! The sign-up for donations is in the nar-
thex. Thanks in advance for your help! 
 
Youth and families – the sign-up to help is 
available via Sign-Up Genius. Contact Pastor 
Kristin if you did not receive the email with the 
link to sign up. Thanks! 
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The Shock  
of Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hearing  
“Alleluia!  

Christ is risen!” 
 and responding  

“Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia!”  

should still electrify us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even though my seminary 
internship was 13 years ago, there 
are still several festivals 
throughout the church year that 
bring up vivid memories from 
that year in Colorado. Some of 
those memories include singing 
about Christ being “ineffably 
sublime” on Christ the King 
Sunday (I mean, how often do you 
get to sing or say that phrase?) or 
thinking about God being “long of 
nostril” (the literal translation of 
the Hebrew text that we translate 
as “slow to anger”) on Ash 
Wednesday.  

But perhaps the most memorable 
of all were the instructions I 
received from the associate pastor 
about leading worship on Easter 
morning. 

Having been an associate pastor 
for most of his ministry, he had 
not had the opportunity to preach 
on Easter Sunday for several 
years. But, like the senior pastors 
I have had the privilege to work 
with, the new senior pastor in my 
internship congregation wanted 
to share that opportunity.  

Getting to preach on Easter 
Sunday for the first time in many 
years, he wanted everything to be 
perfect about worship that 
morning, and decided that meant 
the intern (me) who was leading 
the liturgy needed a little 
coaching. The first words spoken 
in worship would set the tone, 
and he wanted to make sure that I 
proclaimed them with the energy 
and excitement they deserved. So 
these were his instructions to me:  

Imagine that I have kicked off my 
shoes and am in my socks, sliding 
my feet as I walk on the carpet, 
building up all kinds of static 
electricity, and just as you are 
about to speak, I touch you and 
give you a shock. That is the kind of 
energy I want from you when you 
proclaim, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” 

In order to make sure I fully 
grasped what he meant, he had 
me practice. We laughed a lot, and 
his enthusiasm about leading 
worship that morning was 
contagious. We had four services 
on Easter Sunday morning, and 
when the last one was over, the 
two of us looked at each other and 
asked if we could do it again (the 
looks from our colleagues told us 
not everyone was on board with 
that idea). Granted, shortly after 
we finished, and the adrenaline 
wore off, I crashed – hard. But the 
memory of that Easter morning 
still guides my worship leadership 
– on Easter, especially. 

They are some of my favorite 
words to proclaim – “Alleluia! 
Christ is risen!” They are shocking 
words. They are powerful words. 
They are words of hope. Words of 
promise. Words that both ground 
and shape our lives. 

The resurrection of Jesus is 
something that we know to 
expect, but hearing those words 
and responding “Christ is risen 
indeed. Alleluia!” should still 
electrify us. Those words fill us 
with joy and energize us to be a 
part of God’s mission in this 
world.  

I look forward to proclaiming this 
shockingly good news, not to you, 
but with you – and not only on 
Easter morning, but each and 
every day through both our words 
and actions.  

Living in God’s electrifying love, 

 

 

Rev. Kristin Woelk 
Associate Pastor 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At long last, Spring has arrived.  Let’s make 
the April Food Focus: 
 

CANNED MEAT AND FISH 
Tuna, salmon, chicken, Spam, dried beef, etc.  

 
Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned vegetables and fruit, dried beans, 
cereal and oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and 
crackers. 
 
Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall.  Thanks for 
remembering to add these items on your 
shopping trips. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, April 8 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Our program speaker will be Leslie Coates, 
Communications Director for First United 
Methodist Church. He is very involved in the 
Wichita arts scene, especially the 
Forum.  Also, he was involved with the 
gathering which met at Mead’s Corner that 
has now relocated.  He will talk about the 
interplay of the arts and religion. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Judy Carlson (733-0809).  Anyone 
55 or older is invited to join us. 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

April   1    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

April 14    Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
      Church Office Conference Room,  
      Hosted by Jolene Dougherty 
 

April  15    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m.  
 

April 17    Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
      Leader -  Lotus Gerards 
      Hosted by Shirley Metz 
 

April  29    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m.  

Women’s Night Out 
Tuesday, April 23,  

6:30 p.m. 
 

All women are welcome to join us 
for an evening of good 
conversation and food at  
Sweet Basil, 2424 N. Woodlawn, just north of 21st St on 
April 23 at 6:30 p.m.  We would love to see you there!   
 
If you plan to attend, please contact Martha Deines at 214-
4414 by Sunday, April 22. 
 
 

Beginning April 23 through April 29, 
we will begin collecting professional 
attire clothing, shoes and jewelry. 
 

The mission of Dress for Success is to 
empower women to achieve economic 
independence by providing a network 
of support, professional attire and the 
development tools to help women 
thrive in work and in life. 
 

These item should be clean and only 
gently worn. You may bring your items anytime the church 
is open. There will be a clothes rack and boxes for 
collections at the east end of the parish hall  by the 
basketball goal.  
 
Your support is needed and appreciated. 

Do You Have an Article for the May Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail to:  
 

Deadline for the May Ref Life is April 15.  
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Stephen Ministry 
 

When a friend, family member, or loved one 
faces disease, death, loss of job, loss of 
relationship, or loss of any kind, we are apt to 
try to cheer them up with a cliche .  However, 
if you have been on the receiving end of a well

-intentioned cliche , you know that it does not help. In Stephen 
Ministry, we are taught to relate to another with empathy and 
compassion.  We have found the following to be very helpful 
when talking with someone who has experienced loss or 
disappointment.  We offer these words to you as you 
encounter others who need your loving presence: 
 
Instead of saying…    -Say… 
 
-Keep a stiff upper lip.   -I can see you’re hurting. 
 

-It’s for the best.    -Wow, that’s really hard. 
 

-I know how you feel.   -How are you really 
          feeling? 
 

-God doesn’t give you more -Can I pray for you? 
  than you can handle. 
 

-It’s God’s will.     -I’m so sorry that happened to  
          you. 
 

-You should do __________.  -I don’t know what  to say. 
          How can I help? 
 

-You’ll get over this in    -Give yourself time to 
  no time.        heal. 
 

-You’ll be fine.     -I’m here for you.    
 
Lord, curb my clichés.  Stifle my simple fixes of others’ hurts.  Let 
my words be yours, and speak the loving care of Christ through 

me, which is what you want those who are suffering to hear.  
Amen. 

Gretchen Holthaus is relocating to Wichita 
to join fiance  David Lang.  They will be joined 
in marriage at Reformation in October.  When 
Gretchen and David are here, they attend   
Traditional Worship. 

Craig Rindt has long been connected to 
Reformation, but he is making it official.  
Craig is the father of Derek and grandfather 
of Tara and Caleb.  He attends Rise Worship. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear Members of Reformation, 
Thank you!  Thank you for being such strong, 
generous, and faithful givers of mission sup-
port.  You indeed set the example for all.  We 
appreciate all the ministry you do on behalf 
of all of us.   

—Rev. Susan Candea, Central States Synod 
 
To my church family, I want to thank you so 
very  much for all the support you have given 
me during my illness.  The cards, the phone 
calls, the visits and most of all your prayers.  It 
will still be a little while before I am back in 
full swing, but I am working at it. Again, thank 
you so much!  ~Grace and Peace!  Jette~ 

 
Camp Tomah Shinga 

 

Our confirmation students will be attending camp July 14-19 – and there are opportuni-
ties for campers of all ages to join us at camp that same week! A shortened week (Sunday-
Tuesday) is available for 1st-3rd graders, while upper elementary and high school stu-
dents can come for the whole week! 
 
Plan now for a week at camp to be part of your summer. If you are concerned about costs, 

scholarships are available. Contact Pastor Kristin (634-0586).  
  
You can see the full Tomah Shinga schedule on their website (www.tomahshinga.com) and can register now!  
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40 For the Future—Mision San Juan de Dios 

 

The Service Board is once again sponsoring an effort to secure funding for Mision 
San Juan de Dios, our mission church in Planeview.  Pastor Ivan Gonzales shepherds 
a small but vibrant group of worshippers.  Please support this important ministry by 
contributing $40 to represent the 40 days of Lent.  Checks may be made out to 
Reformation Lutheran Church with Mision San Juan de Dios on the memo line and 
placed in the offering plate or brought to the office.  Envelopes are available in the 
narthex. 
  
The Mision San Juan de Dios members are transient and quite often struggle to obtain the necessities of life that 
most of us take for granted.  Most likely, they will always need the help of other ELCA churches in the area. 
Someone figured out that if every confirmed member of the Wichita area ELCA churches would give $40 per 
year, their expenses would be covered. Please help keep the door open for these children of God by donating $40 
as part of your Lenten pilgrimage. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Reformation Mission Endowment Fund was established in 2000 and the earnings on the fund provide 
grants. Requests for funding may come from programs that further the mission of Reformation Lutheran Church 
or the broader ELCA.  
 
Any individual or group interested in requesting funds for 2019 should pick up an application in the Refor-
mation office, complete it, and return it to the office by APRIL 15. Soon after that, the Endowment Committee 
will meet to consider the applications and award grants based on the amount of money available this year in the 
fund. 
 
Pam Lyford, Endowment Committee Chair 

The Wichita Area Ministry 
Strategy Team is at work, 
looking at three areas where 
local ELCA congregations can 
(and, in many cases, already 
are) working together:  So-

cial Ministry, Youth & Young Adults, and Worship & 
Resources.  Pastor Mari represents us on this Team. 

 
 

Soul Food 
Resumes  April 24, 6:00 p.m. 

 

After a shift in our Wednesday 
night schedule for Lent, we’ll return to our regular 
schedule on Wednesday, April 24 - including a full 
evening of food and learning! We hope you will be 
there! After a dinner for all, you can make your way 
to confirmation or the adult study. You won’t want 
to miss out on the community of Soul Food nights at 
Reformation! 

The Signs of Lent 
 

Our midweek Lenten Worship is built around the 
theme “The Signs of Lent.”  Please join us for worship 
on Wednesdays.  At noon, we will gather for a brief 
worship service followed by lunch.  At 6:00 p.m., we 
will gather for supper followed by Holden Evening 
Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Missing! 
 

Is a homebound communion 
kit hiding at your house?  We 
are missing several of our 
homebound communion 

kits.  If you find one, please return it to the church of-
fice or sacristy (no questions asked). 
 

We have just purchased two additional kits (thanks to 
memorial gifts). 
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Senior Recognition 
Sunday, May 5 

 

It is time to celebrate our high 
school graduates! While we pre-
pare for a time of blessing and cele-
brating with them on Sunday, May 
5, you are invited to be a part of 
wishing them well by writing a note 
of congratulations and encourage-
ment in the books we have for each student. Even if you don’t 
know them all well, you are encouraged to share a note of con-
gratulations – and maybe your favorite bible verse – as these 
graduates will be able to take these books with them wherev-
er their journey takes them as a tangible reminder of the love 
and support of their Reformation family. 
 

Congratulations to Michaela Schrader, Cailan Steward, Adison 
Wendt, John Wetta, and Addison Willett. 

Save the Date! 
 

On May 17, 7:00-8:30 p.m., you are invited to 
join our Rise Team and friends for a “fun-
raiser” performance of song and silliness to 
support our needed HVAC purchase and our 
friends in the Southeast High School band 
who are traveling to Normandy, France, in 
2020 (all proceeds will be split 50-50).  The 
evening will also include a silent auction of 
various items (woodcrafts, desserts, other 
special treasures), and you are encouraged to 
donate items).  More information will follow 
in next month’s Ref Life. 

 

Reformation Youth—Dinner & A Movie 
Sunday, April 28, 3:45 p.m. 

 

All middle school and high school youth are invited to join us for an afternoon at the 
movies on Sunday, April 28! While we are waiting on official times for the movie, we 
are planning to go see the movie “Breakthrough” and then have dinner at Freddy’s to 
talk about what we saw. There is a showing tentatively scheduled for 3:45 p.m. that 
day, so that’s what we’ll plan on, but we may need to adjust slightly based on the thea-
ter’s schedule. Either way, block out some time that afternoon to see this movie and 
share in conversation over burgers and custard! We will meet at the Warren Theater 
on 13th Street 15 minutes before show time that Sunday. See you at the movies! 

Women of the ELCA Cluster Meeting 
April 27 

 

The Ark River Valley Cluster is composed of the women’s groups of the 12 ELCA churches in South Central Kan-
sas.  The program will  focus on the work Wichita Inter-faith Ministries is doing with the homeless in Wichita 
including their housing programs.  The speaker will be Christen Sampamurthy, Director of Programs at Wichita 
Inter-Faith Ministries.  
 
Offerings at the meeting will go toward the work of our  Central States Synod Women of the ELCA and for the 
Barbara Nelson Scholarship Fund.  Christ Lutheran Women of the ELCA also invite you to bring items for the 
Treehouse which helps economically-challenged moms and children with basic necessities and programs.  You 
can view their needs list online at http://wichitatreehouse.org/donate-supplies/ or there is a list posted in our 
narthex.   
 
The meeting will be held at Christ Lutheran Church at 53rd St. N. and Hillside in Wichita.  Registration and cof-
fee start at 9 a.m. The program begins at 9:30 a.m. Registration fee is $1 for the program, $4 for Lunch.  Please 
RSVP by calling or emailing Kathy Drake at 686-8444 by April 22.  All women are welcome to attend and net-
work and learn and enjoy fellowship, you do not have to belong to a circle. 

http://wichitatreehouse.org/donate-supplies/
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