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We are pleased to welcome Eric Jensen as our Interim 
Ministry Associate for the next nine months!  In this time 
between his missionary work as a Young Adult in Global 
Mission (YAGM) in Argentina and becoming a full time 
seminary student, we are privileged to have him on our 
staff.  We will hear Eric preach throughout these 
months.  He will also be leading worship and occasionally 
singing with the Rise Band.  He will be teaching 

confirmation, adult education, and maybe even our new cross + gen Sunday School.  His 
responsibilities are primarily worship and education, but they aren’t limited to those 
areas.  While Eric’s gifts for ministry are substantial, we need to remember during his 9-
months on staff that he is not yet a pastor but rather a candidate for ordination.  Our 
Church Council made the decision to hire Eric rather than wait for a possible interim 
pastor.  Eric’s knowledge of Reformation Lutheran Church is substantial; he grew up in 
this congregation.  Please welcome him as an interim staff member. 

 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 8th,we will be gathering the Reformation flock for Rally 
Sunday, the kickoff event for Christian Education.  People of all ages are invited 
to check out our new cross + gen Sunday School.  Learn about Creation from the 
perspective of a scientist.  Hold on to the Widow’s Mite while learning about 
stewardship.  Some of the stories are the “old standards” (e.g., David & Goliath, 
Feeding of 5,000), but we’re adding some lesser-known stories that also have 
much to teach us (e.g., Deborah, Esther).  Young children are invited to bring 
their Spark Story Bible (which was given to them at baptism), older children are 
invited to bring their Spark Bible (given in third grade), and all others are 
invited to bring an NRSV Bible or to use one available at the church.  (All the 
stories we will be using are included in the Story Bible; if your young child 
doesn’t have a Story Bible, talk with Pr Mari.) 

 

There will be a special treat for anyone who brings their sheep mask from the end of Sunday school last spring 
(or if you made your own and bring it).  There’s still time to post pictures (#refsheeponthego) 
to be eligible for grand prizes. 
 

Sunday School attendance has been declining over the years, and we have had Sundays when 
teachers have prepared lessons and had no students.  We believe Sunday school is for all ages 
and it is important for everyone to learn Bible stories, so we are going to try something new. 
 

Here’s how cross+gen learning will work.  Beginning on September 15, we will offer 2 classes each teaching a 
different Bible story.  On September 22, the same classes will be taught. For example, if Noah’s Ark and David 
and Goliath are being taught on the first two Sundays, a  student would go one class the first Sunday and the 
other class on the second Sunday.  The classes will have students of all ages, including adults.  This was very 
successful for us in Vacation Bible School.  Please plan to join us! 
 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 
God’s work. Our hands. 
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What happened at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, and why does it matter? 
 

Let’s begin with an abbreviated list of actions from the Assembly: 
• Elections:  Re-elected the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton as presiding bishop; elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer as ELCA 

secretary; elected members to serve on the ELCA Church Council, churchwide committees and churchwide 
boards, including Portico Benefit Services, the Mission Investment Fund, and 1517 Media. 

 

• Policy and Social Statements:  approved "Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to Action" (This social statement, in 
part, names patriarchy and sexism as sins and calls the church to action on a range of issues, including gender-
based violence, workplace discrimination and economic inequality.);  adopted "A Declaration of Inter-
Religious Commitment," which will serve as church policy for inter-religious relations; adopted the "Strategy 
Toward Authentic Diversity in the ELCA," which consists of a report and recommendations on how the ELCA 
exhibits authentic diversity and formulates goals for racial diversity and inclusion; witnessed the presentation 
of the "Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent," which was accepted by the Rev. Lamont A. Wells, 
president of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA), and members of ADLA.   

 

• Adopted Memorials to: affirm the ELCA's long-standing commitment to migrants and refugees and declares 
the ELCA a sanctuary church body; call for the development of a social statement and social message on the 
relationship of church and state; encourage all synods and congregations to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the ELCA's ordination of women in 2020, the 40th anniversary of the ordination of women of 
color in the Lutheran tradition and the 10th anniversary of the ELCA's decision to remove barriers to 
ordination for people in same-gender relationships; support the vision and goals of the Poor People's 
Campaign that align with the ELCA's social teachings.   

 

• Adopted a series of amendments to the "Constitutions, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America," including one that makes ordination the entrance rite for ministers of Word and 
Service, and an amendment to no longer count deacons as laypeople for representational principles.   

 

• Adopted Resolutions to: support the World Council of Church's "Thursdays in Black" campaign toward a world 
without rape and violence; commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance in the ELCA for the martyrdom of the 
Emanuel 9—the nine people who were shot and killed June 17, 2015, during a Bible study at Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, SC; condemn white supremacy, calling all ELCA congregations to 
engage in a "study of the structures and rhetoric that empower and fuel racism and white supremacy and to 
take to heart the teaching of Scriptures, so we may all be better equipped to speak boldly about the equal 
dignity of all persons in the eyes of God."  

 

• Celebrated the end of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, which concluded June 30 with 
nearly $250 million raised in cash, multiyear commitments, and planned gift commitments.  

 
Why does this matter? 
Our denomination is not the largest, not the most theologically conservative or liberal, not the wealthiest, but it 
continues to endeavor to remain pertinent.  As Bishop Eaton said six years ago, we are “a both-and church in an 
either-or world.”  We make our decisions carefully and prayerfully, with a room of voting members from across 
the country, most of whom are not pastors.  We are a humble and humbled church, publicly repenting of past 
actions and inaction, carefully studying issues of importance, and committing ourselves to being part of making 
the world better generally and specifically. 
 

I often think of the message to the church at Laodicea in Revelation 3:  “...because you are lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”  Whether we agree or disagree with these many actions of 
our denomination, it is clear that we are not a lukewarm church!  We are a thinking church, steeped in theology, 
but we are also a loving church, reaching out with God’s grace and a cold cup of water to a world in need. 
 

Watch for an opportunity to further discuss the actions and relevance of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly next 
month.  We will spend an extended time talking about the ELCA as a Sanctuary Church.  If you have questions, 
please contact me or Anita Dorf .  
 

Pr. Mari 
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Worship and Handbell 
Choir Rehearsals 

 Resume 
 

Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord!   
Psalm 150 
 

Our Reformation Lutheran Handbell Choir  
welcomes youth and adults to rehearse and ring 
with us on Wednesday nights in the balcony at  
6:30 p.m. beginning Wednesday, September 4. Our 
Handbell choir performs regularly at the Traditional 
Worship as well as special events throughout the 
year, including Rise Worship. 
 

It is always time to worship our Lord in song in the 
Reformation Lutheran Worship Choir.  Our choir is 
volunteer, no audition is necessary.  Rehearsals are 
scheduled between services on Sunday mornings at 
9:45 a.m. by the piano in the sanctuary.  Make plans 
to attend our first Fall rehearsal on Sunday,  
September 8. In addition to Worship Choir  
participants, we are seeking 3-4 vocalists for special 
vocal ensemble performance opportunities through-
out the year. 
 

Contact Director of Choirs, Kristal Cutler, for more 
information. 

Third Grade Bibles 
September 15 

 

On Sunday, September 15, our 
third graders will receive a new 
Bible, as the congregation,  
together with their parents, fulfill 

the promise made at their baptisms to “place in their 
hands the Holy Scriptures”. That same afternoon, each 
third grader (along with at least one parent) is invited 
to a mini-retreat with lunch from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. in the conference room. We will have fun exploring 
our new Bibles. 
 

 

Confirmation  
Wednesdays @ 6:45 p.m.  

 

Confirmation is an intentional time for young people to 
explore their faith before affirming the promises their 
parents made for them at baptism. A combination of 
worship, learning, service, and fun shape our time  
together on Wednesday evenings along with occasional 
retreats throughout the year. Confirmation  
orientation for 7th and 8th grade students and their 
parents is Wednesday, September 11, at 6:45 p.m. 
Soul Food dinner will be served that night (and every 
Wednesday) at 6:00 p.m. 

On September 8, join us following 11:00 a.m. worship in Parish Hall 
for a delicious lunch before we get busy creating items to help  
others. We need a brigade of workers to accomplish our many goals 
for serving others. And, lunch promises to be very special! 
 

Once again, as we did last year, we will be making soft hospice 
gowns to give to the Harry Hynes Hospice Center. These gowns are 
given to patients on admission to provide a soft alternative to tradi-
tional hospital gowns. While there is sewing required for some of 

the steps in making the gowns, there are other steps—you will be able to find one that suits you.   
 

This year, with the elimination of plastic bags in mind, we will make shopping bags out of the enormous amount 
of t-shirts you have provided throughout the summer. Again, there are both non-sewing and sewing options 
available. The bags will be offered to congregation members on Sundays in September.   
 

A third option will be the removal of pop can pull tabs.  The pull tabs will be given to an organization collecting 
the tabs for fundraising.  The pop cans will be taken to recycling.  Gloves will be available for you to use as you 
work with the pop cans.   
 

God’s Work, Our Hands is an ELCA-wide initiative on September 8.  Our creations and donations will be part of 
the story along with those across the country.  Our projects will stay local, as will most projects worked on by 
ELCA congregations.  Thrivent Financial has provided grant money to us for one of our projects—the hospice 
gowns.  We are grateful to them for assisting us to buy materials needed to make the hospice gowns.   
 

Please plan on joining us in this nationwide service project.  We need each of you!   

September 8 



4 

 

TAKE A LONGER, DEEPER LOOK 
 

Every Sunday, our Father in heaven has something to say to us.  Four things, to be more exact: The First Reading, 
the Psalm, the Second Reading and the Holy Gospel. Having such readings follows a tradition going way back to 
synagogue services long before our Lord was born. The choice of Readings has a long and varied history; the se-
lections we use today are, with some slight variations, the same as those read in liturgical services in most de-
nominations throughout the USA and even the world. 
 

Four Words from God!  Words worth listening to!  Words we need to hear, and are blessed in hearing!  Four 
words, yet really only one. The reading of the Holy Gospel is the core. The other Readings are chosen to reflect 
and amplify the meaning of the Gospel Reading for that Sunday. 
 

The sermon seeks to take one - four of the readings (especially the Holy Gospel) and fold them into one love letter 
from our heavenly Father. But that’s very hard to do in a single sermon. 
 

So here’s your chance to take another, longer, deeper look at these Readings. The Reverend Richard Hoyer,  
retired ELCA pastor and a member of Reformation Lutheran Church, leads a longer, deeper look each Sunday 
from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m in the conference room. Sometimes the discussion gets really deep! Questions and 
insights are welcomed from all. 
 

        A LONGER, DEEPER LOOK 

Reformation Garage Sale 
October 3-5 

 

Mark your calendars for an abbreviated garage sale this year in support of the 
community breakfast. 
 

We are gladly accepting your old treasures each Sunday morning. We also will accept 
donations on some Saturdays – watch bulletins and e-blasts for more details. 
 

We will not collect clothing this year. (We will collect shoes and accessories like 
jewelry, handbags, hats, etc.)  And we will have many not-to-be-missed items! Get 

great deals on toys, books, kitchen goods, garden gear, sporting goods, and holiday decorations. 
 

How can YOU help? 
 

Donate: Your challenge is to clean your closets and part with at least 10 gently used items. Beginning Sunday, 
August 25, donations will be accepted in the east end of the Parish Hall during church office hours and on Sunday 
mornings. Please, no TVs – we’ve found they don’t sell and they take up valuable space at the sale. We also do not 
accept mattresses, cribs, car seats, large exercise machines, guns, or VHS tapes. And, while we would love to have 
your furniture donation, we can accept that only if you can bring it to the church. We will not pick up furniture at 
homes this year. 
 

Advertise: Tell your friends and neighbors about our sale! Hang fliers at your workplace, favorite retailers, and 
restaurants, libraries, and schools. Posters and tacks will be available in Reformation’s office soon. 
 

Volunteer: We need help sorting and pricing beforehand, working the sale, and cleaning up afterward. Watch for 
a signup sheet in the parish hall. 
 

Shop: Come to a member preview sale from 6-8 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 2. Then come back for more bargains on 
Oct. 3-5. Bring friends! 
 

Want to help? Have a question? Contact Julie Hartley by email . Thanks again for your support of our sale! 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Busy parents sometimes need a way to 
provide a quick meal with little prep time.   
 

September’s food focus is  
Boxed Dinners and Pasta. 

 

Macaroni & cheese, shells & cheese, 
Hamburger Helper, Homestyle Bakes, Asian 
Helper, spaghetti, rotini, penne—there are 
dozens of options available.  Pick up one (or 
two or three) and help feed hungry families 
in Wichita. 
 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables and 
fruit, boxed macaroni and cheese, dried 
beans, cereal and oatmeal, sugar and flour, 
soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 

by the door in Parish Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, September 9 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Our guest speaker for September is Kristi 
Conkli of Botanica, The Wichita Gardens. She 
and an associate will discuss the latest 
changes and activities happening  there 
including perhaps an update on when the 
Joyland carousel and gardens will be ready. 
 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Judy Carlson (733-0809).  Anyone 
55 or older is invited to join us. 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

September 11   Juliets, 11:30 a.m.. at Abuelos  
       East 
 

September 12   Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
 

September 16   Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

September 18   Dorcas Circle; 1:30 p.m. 
       Barb Everson, Lesson Leader  
       Jan Barr, Hostess 
 

September 30   Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m.  

 
Women’s Night Out 
Tuesday, September 24  

6:30 p.m. 
 

Please join us at Taste of Country 
in the home of Charlene Towne 
on September 24.  Enjoy this 
country home and tour her 

beautiful gardens.  We are always served great food that 
includes pie and her famous rolls.   
 

The time is 6:30 p.m., but if you want to carpool from 
church, please be there by 6:00 p.m. Contact Martha Deines 
if you will be attending by Monday, September 23, at 214-
4414. 
 
 

2019 Quilt Auction at Camp 
Tomah Shinga 

 

Pack up your whole family and travel to 
Camp Tomah Shinga on Saturday, 
September 14, for their Annual Fall 
Quilt Auction!   Quilts will be on display 
beginning at 11:00 a.m. with lunch served at 12:00 p.m. The 
auction will begin at 1:00 p.m. All are welcome for an 
afternoon of fun and fellowship! Proceeds from the Quilt 
Auction will go toward the Camp Scholarship program!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Adult Education resumes  
on September 18 at noon and 6:45 p.m.  
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Stephen Ministry 
 

On months that have a fifth 
Sunday, Stephen Ministers will be 
available following communion to 
offer healing prayers, not only for 
the body, but also for the spirit.  
Sunday, September 29, Stephen 

Ministers will be available at both the 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. worship services to pray with you.   
 
Everyone can benefit from the healing power of 
prayer to make whole that which is broken—
relationships, finances, employment, relocation, 
health, faith, or many other areas of our lives.  Join a 
Stephen Minister for healing prayers after 
communion on September 29.  Prayer lets you 
participate in the power and promises of God.  
Through prayer you are given God’s strength to face 
any challenge. 
 

 

Soul Food Resumes 
 

Soul Food is a meal 
served at the church on 
Wednesdays at 6:00pm.  
Everyone is welcome to 
come to this meal (it is 
not just for students; 
adults, kids, and families 
are all welcome!)   
 

During the week of September 15th to 21st, we will be 
welcoming guests from Family Promise into our 
church.  We will need lots of volunteers in order to 
make sure everything runs smoothly. You may sign up 
on a sign up sheet in the narthex, or a computer will 
be available at the church during all services for sign-
up. Dulcinea will be available on Sunday between ser-
vices to help!  
 

It is important to remember that in order to volunteer 
directly with the families, you must complete training.  
We will be holding our annual training at Reformation 
on Tuesday, August 27, at 6:30 p.m. There will be 
childcare available during the training. If you have 
questions or need more information about training or 
volunteering for a duty, please contact Dulcinea at 
316-737-9759. 

 
 

Adison “Addy” Wendt 
 

Marlys Lee (Associate) 
 

Lisa Werbowski (Associate) 

 
Greetings from the Church Council! 
 

During this interim, it’s important that we connect 
names with faces. Pictured are: 
 
Back row: Laurel Davis, Ali Davis, Camilla Wilson, 
Karen Pfeiffer 
 
Front row: Ben Walter, Suzanne Koch,  
Chris Steward 
 
(not pictured: Jon Bruntz, Jane Camenzind, Tanya 
Flores, Andrea Fuller, Dulcinea Rakestraw)  
 
Thanks to Tom Pletcher for his photography. 
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We give thanks for Reformation members, Jette Mortensen and Barbara 
Lee, who are retiring as our Parish Nurses.  As our Parish Nurses, they have 
ministered to countless individuals and families since 1993!  At one time, 
there were eight parish nurses at Reformation!  They have sat with loved 
ones in virtually every hospital waiting room in Wichita and many outside 
of Wichita.  They have visited hospitals and the homes of many of our 
members.  They have provided health screenings, education, and spiritual 
support.  Individually and as a congregation, we are very blest to have had 
these wonderful Parish Nurses as key volunteers in the congregation. 

 

And we feel the absence of our Parish Nurses now!  If you are a registered nurse and would like to learn more 
about parish nursing, please contact Pastor Mari. 
 
 
On Saturday, August 10th, a group of ten us gathered in the Parish Hall to 
organize the assembly of our scaffolding units to allow an organ repair person to 
work on the pipe organ. On August 17, a similar group regathered to remove the 
scaffolding from the balcony, which only took 1/3 of the time it did to erect it.  
Reformation thanks all of these people — including David Dorf, Raymond Drake, 
Jensen Lee, Caleb Rindt, Derek Rindt, Christy Wallman, George Wallman, Sam 
Wallman, Ben Walter, Thomas Walter, Theodor Walter, Laurel Davis, David Day, 
& Gene Bowers — for taking time out of their busy schedules to provide service 
to our congregation.  Thank you one and all. 

  

 

Thank you to all who have contributed  to the kitchen renovation work, 
with special thanks to the Welcome to the Table fundraising team led by 
Kelly Shriner of Gloria Dei. Due to the generosity of many, sufficient funds 
have been raised to begin the work which officially started on August 
12th.  Fundraising is still ongoing in order to fully outfit the kitchen - they 
are working raise the last $13,000 that is needed. Fellowship Hall will 
mostly be available to serve the Community Breakfast during construction 

which will take about a month.  Huge thanks to all who have graciously donated time and money to our 
Community breakfast and kitchen remodel! 

 

A special thank you from  
Marlys Lee to everyone who 
showered her with birthday 
cards to celebrate her 70th 
birthday while she continues to 
recover from surgery. 

School Supplies  
Galore! 

Thank you to all who do-
nated school supplies for 
Coleman Middle School.   
Students who come ready 
to learn and equipped 

with necessary equipment are surely going to 
have a better year.  This also saves the teachers 
from having to provide supplies to students with 
money from their pockets. Once again, Refor-
mation members have stepped up and met a 
community need. 

Do You Have an Article for the October  
Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us!  
.Since Pastor Mari will be out of the office in late  

September, the deadline for the October Ref Life is a 
little earlier on September 13.  


