
  

 

October 2019 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

It’s that time of year for 
Reformation’s  
HUMONGOUS  annual 
garage sale.  All 
proceeds will go to the 
community breakfast 
that occurs each 
weekend at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in 
Wichita. 

 

Don’t miss this sale! Get great deals on gently 
used furniture, kid stuff, books, kitchen goods, 
garden gear, sporting goods, holiday decorations, 
and golf balls galore! 
 

Come to our members’ preview sale, Wednesday, 
October 2 from 6-8 p.m. Come again for more 
bargains, October 3-5, starting at 7 a.m.  
(Thursday 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; Friday 7 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Saturday 7 a.m.-11 a.m.) A half price sale will 
start Friday afternoon. On Saturday there will be 
a five dollar bag sale. Don’t forget to bring your 
family and friends! 

 

Beer & Hymns 
Tuesday, October 1 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Come enjoy a lager 
and a Lutheran gathering for spirited singing of 
sacred songs on Tuesday, October 1, upstairs at 
the River City Brewing Company, 150 N. Mosley 
St. in Wichita. Dakota Bennett will be at the piano. 
Arrive at 6:30 p.m. to order your own dinner, 
drinks, appetizers and/or desserts. Singing will 
commence at 7:00 p.m. Hymnals will be provided. 
Be prepared to sing loudly, have lots of fun and 
perhaps throw a tip into pianist’s jar! 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 
God’s work. Our hands. 

Blessing of Animals 
 

In the tradition of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, dogs, cats, and other 
pets will be blessed at our  

Saturday Worship on October 5 at 5:30pm.  If the 
weather permits, we’ll be worshiping in the  
Meditation Garden on the south end of our property.  
If not, we’ll be in the narthex.  Every animal in  
attendance (except snakes) may receive the laying 
on of hands and a prayer of blessing.  Every animal 
in attendance will receive a certificate of blessing 
(to remind them that they have been blessed!). 
 
 

Flip Flop Sunday 
October 6 

 

On Sunday, October 6, our worship 
services will flip-flop.  Traditional 
Worship will begin at 8:30am and 
Rise Worship will begin at 
11:00am.  This is a one-time (or maybe once a year) 
phenomenon which allows you to check out the 
worship service you usually don’t attend by coming 
at your regular time or worshiping at a different 
time in order to go to your regular worship service. 
 

We’re doing this because many people have  
commented that they don’t see old friends much 
because they attend a different worship service.  
We’re not able to blend the services into one, but we 
can make them flip-flop. 
 

On this Sunday, we’ll be collecting new athletic 
shoes and flip-flops for Wichita Children’s Home.  
They need sizes from children’s to men’s 14. 

Confirmation Day 
October 27 

 
Join us on October 27 at Rise Worship (8:30am) as we participate in the Affirmation of  
Baptism (aka Confirmation) of seven of our young people:  Jack Bruntz, Isabella Encapera,  
Cecelia Jowdy, Maya Reed, Jarrett Steward, Jacob Wetta, and Gavin Willett.   
 

Dallas Rakestraw will preach for that worship service. 
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Quilts and Camp 
 

This past Saturday I was blessed to have the opportunity to drive the short journey 
north out to Camp Tomah Shinga for its annual Quilt Auction. For the last dozen years or 
so, quilt lovers and camp lovers alike have made the short trek out to the beautiful Flint 
Hills to spend a day soaking in some of our Creator’s incredible natural work, while 
celebrating our quilters’ own creative talents. Last year, I was of course unable to attend 
the Quilt Auction for the first time in four years, seeing as the commute from Argentina 

would have been a tad bit longer than from Wichita, and so to be present for the fall celebration again this year 
was another of the many small “homecomings” I’ve felt since returning to the United States over two months ago. 
Time sure seems to fly. 
 

Speaking of time flying by, I ran into an old co-worker of mine from my first couple of years out at Tomah Shinga 
on Saturday, a fellow past-counselor named Gail. I hadn’t seen her since we worked together during the summer 
of 2015, so both our lives have certainly changed a bit. Gail is one of the many people I have been so blessed to 
know through camp, as well as an ever-growing network of friends and relationships throughout the church over 
the years. I remember fondly our time co-counseling back in 2014, before the word “seminary?” had even drifted 
through my consciousness; her ability to love people endlessly and deeply was always something I admired. 
 

This year’s quilt auction was a chance to ponder the ways Camp has grown and changed since I first went there as 
a young family camper back in the early 2000s. I have been humbled by the actions of the Spirit again and again, as 
lives of all ages were transformed before me. My own journey of course is no exception. 
 

I first found my love for ministry there among the Walnut trees, where those warm summer breezes blow. 
 

As I drove onto the property, I was met with the striking new camp sign, “CAMP TOMAH SHINGA” and its logo, cut 
into beautiful black steel, arching between two telephone poles. A text message I received earlier in the week 
(attached to a picture of the new sign) from the executive director, and good friend, Jacob Spilker came to my 
mind: “The empire is happening.” 
 

More seminarians are coming from our Lutheran Outdoor Ministry than any other source right now; just Tomah 
Shinga alone has produced four since I began working there (Kaylie Ines and myself number among them), and we 
are well on the way to more. Outdoor ministry speaks to our church’s young people in an ever more unique way, 
as intentional time in nature and technology-free circles fade further and further from youth’s lives today. 
 

However what camp really spoke to me, what it still speaks to me 6 years later, is a dynamic presence of 
acceptance and heart. Our world is so polarized, so separated. Screens, political factions, religious denomination – 
they all push us apart. And while that does not get easier at camp, whether in my work at Mt. Cross Ministries out 
in California where the camp is still run by a joint LCMS / ELCA board of directors, or at Tomah Shinga where 
youth from urban Johnson County and rural Russell County become bunkmates – there is a willingness to work 
together. In encouraging a fellow camper from your village up the rock wall, or in voting to pass a decision for 
cabin expansion, camps and their power to change lives encourage a world so very divided, to work together for 
the betterment of the future. 
 

If you have never had the chance to visit Tomah Shinga, I would so encourage you to find the opportunity. The 
bugs, cabin bunks, or jovial campfire songs might not be for everyone, but camp offers so many chances beyond 
those three to experience something each and every person needs: Godly presence. A fullness of the Spirit within 
your heart. That comes in so many different forms, and rarely manifests in the way we expect, but isn’t that exactly 
how life tends to work anyway? 
 

Camp reminds me that God works dynamically and actively, and yet so subtly, within the fabric of Its creation, and 
always makes me feel such a deep desire to share that joy and Spirit-presence with the rest of the world. 
 

In grace, peace, and the joy of creation, 
 
Eric – Interim Ministry Associate 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who doesn’t love a hot casserole when the 
weather starts to cool off, and what makes a 
great start for a quick and healthy one?  Let’s 
make the October Food Focus: 
 

Canned Meat and Fish 
 

Tuna, salmon, chicken, Spam, dried beef – 
whichever is your family favorite, grab an 
extra can or two to help feed hungry kids and 
parents.  
 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned vegetables and fruit, boxed macaroni 
and cheese, dried beans, cereal and oatmeal, 
sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, October 14 

12:00 p.m. 
 

This month the Lewis Street Singers will 
entertain the BTOL group on October 14.  
Glennyce Reimers is the conductor for this 
group, which also includes Paul Reimers.  
Both are former members of Reformation 
and Paul is a retired ELCA pastor.  Come and 
enjoy a good potluck followed by music. 
 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Judy Carlson (733-0809).  Anyone 
55 or older is invited to join us. 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

October 7    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

October 9    Juliets, 11:30 a.m. 
 

October 10    Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
 

October 16    Dorcas Circle; 1:30 p.m. 
       Barb Everson, Lesson Leader  
       Jan Barr, Hostess 
 

October 21    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
Women’s Night Out 

Tuesday, October 22  
6:30 p.m. 

 

All women are welcome to join us 
for an evening of good conversation 
and food at Bricktown Brewery, 2035 N Rock Road.   We 
would love to see you there! Please contact Martha Deines 
at 214-4414 by Monday, October 21st if you would like to 
join us. 
 
 

Save this Date – Sweet Peace 
Thursday, October 10, 2019  

Newman University, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mark your calendars and be a “star” at 
this fundraising event to benefit 
Partners for Wichita.  This organization 
is instrumental in providing help and 
support for programs like:  Bags of 

Blessings, Filling the Gap, Wichita Food Share, Safe Streets 
Wichita, Youth Corps, and Ubuntu Village School to name a 
few.   
 

This year, we are excited to announce Larry Hatteberg as 
our Master of Ceremonies for an evening of hors d’oeuvres, 
sweet treats, music, and the opportunity to learn more 
about Partners for Wichita.  Mr. Hatteberg is an award-
winning Kansas journalist, former KAKE anchor, Wichita 
broadcasting legend, and host of “Hatteberg’s People”. 
 

If you would like to be a “Star in Our Community” at this 
event, please contact Sheryl Johnson at 316-644-5802  to 
reserve a seat at the Reformation tables.  There will also be 
a sign-up sheet in the church office for your convenience.  
Come see the wonderful ways Partners for Wichita is 
helping our community. 
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Stephen Ministry 
 

Do you remember a time that 
someone was very upset, talked 
with you about their upset, and 
you listened and barely, if ever, got 
a word in?  Following their 
conversation they told you that 

they felt much better now.  You wondered how they 
could feel better because you didn’t TELL them 
anything.  That is called Listening.  That is the craft of 
a Stephen Minister.   
 
Everyone, everyone needs someone to listen to them.  
Let us know if having a Stephen Minister to listen to 
you deal with an issue or heartache or even a joy 
would help you.  What you say to a Stephen Minister 
remains confidential. Your information is not shared.   
 
Talk with Lotus Gerards to request a Stephen 
Minister.  Her phone number is 316-683-8602.  And 
thank you for listening.   

 
On Sunday afternoon, September 8, 2019, a 
group of 14 willing workers got together to 
eat some delicious barbecue before starting 
three projects to benefit the community.  
And they were successful!   
 

Folks from the group took discarded pop 
cans, removed the pop top tabs, and took 
13 gallon bags of cans to the Humane Socie-

ty for their recycling project—which results in money for them.  They then took the pop top tabs to an organiza-
tion collecting these.  This is a great reminder to all of us to recycle pop cans. 
 

Several people worked on the piles and piles of t-shirts that you donated to our t-shirt project.  They cut the arms 
off the t-shirts and then cut the necks of the t-shirt to make a larger opening.  The t-shirts then went to those sta-
tioned at sewing machines.  These folks sewed the bottoms of the t-shirts, making dandy shopping bags—186, in 
total!  This is a great reminder to stop using plastic bags and instead take in to wherever you are shopping your 
own t-shirt bags.  
 

If you have not already gotten your supply of t-shirt bags, be sure to stop by the table in the Narthex as long as the 
t-shirt bags last.  There is no cost for the t-shirts.  If you would like to make a free-will donation, we will insure 
that any money collected goes to the Reformation Homeless Breakfast fund—which is a great reminder to donate 
coats, caps, socks, shirts in the area designated in Parish Hall AND to join us the third Saturday morning of each 
month as we gather at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church to cook and serve breakfast to an incredible gathering of people 
who are in need of clothing and a hot breakfast.    
 

And finally, finishing work was done on 28 soft hospice gowns for the Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice Center, lo-
cated on the 8th floor of St. Francis Hospital.  These colorful, comfortable gowns will be given to hospice patients.  
This was the second year that we made hospice gowns.  We were encouraged by a family member who wrote to 
thank us for the gift of dignity and comfort her mother received while wearing this gown.  This is a great remind-
er to pray daily for all who are nearing death that they find peace and comfort in the dying process.   

Cottage Meeting Info 
October 13 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Members are invited to a potluck 
gathering to hear about the data 
collected from the cottage  
meetings this summer. This is an 
important first step toward  
discerning our ministry staffing 
needs.  As we continue our  
journey, please continue to pray 
for our congregation:  

Lord God, You have called us to 
ventures of which we cannot see 
the ending, by paths as yet untrod-
den, through perils unknown.  Give 
us faith to go out with good cour-
age, not knowing where we go, but 
only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Reformation Mission Endowment Fund was estab-
lished in 2000 and the earnings on the fund provide 
grants. Requests for funding may come from programs 
that further the mission of Reformation Lutheran Church 
or the broader ELCA.  
 

Any individual or group interested in requesting funds 
for 2019 should pick up an application in the  
Reformation office, complete it, and return it to the office 
by OCTOBER 15. Soon after that, the Endowment  
Committee will meet to consider the applications and 
award grants based on the amount of money available 
this year in the fund.  

Pam Lyford, Endowment Committee Chair 
 

Pledge Drive Fast Approaching 
 

Each year the people of Reformation participate in a gathering of gifts, both tangible and intan-
gible, which translates to both monetary and time/talent gifts.  The gathering of monetary 
pledges is especially important this year as we move forward in the process of selecting a min-
istry professional. 
 

Time/Talent gifts are exceptionally important as we are a church which takes seriously the call 
to love and serve our neighbors whether it be a hot breakfast, a place to sleep, a toy at Christ-

mas, or a soft, warm gown to wear during a hospice stay. 
 
Everyone has gifts; the hard part sometimes is finding and identifying them! Keep watch for further information. 
Suzanne Koch, council representative 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Building An Inclusive Church Training 
October 11-12 

 

Register now for this training! It will equip a faith 
community with ways to create dialogue about is-
sues like race, disability, sex, and gender and deepen 
relationships rather than sparking debate and divi-
sion. The cost is $100 ($25 for students) and includes 
training, materials, refreshments and lunch. For 
more information and to register go to RWKS.org/

 

Sunday, October 27,  
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

 

Mark your calendars for a spooky good time as 
Reformation will be having its annual "Trunk-or-
Treat" from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Sunday,  
October 28.  Please come in your finest costumes to 
trick-or-treat at some of the wonderfully decorated 
vehicle trunks.  Whether you go around getting can-
dy or bring candy to hand out, you'll love it!  It's one 
of the most fun events of the year (plus one of the 
cutest!). 

At the September Meeting, the Church council: 
•  approved $2000 seminary scholarships for both 

Kaylie Ines and Andrew Beers. 
• viewed our new letterhead, envelopes and business 

cards with our new logo. 
• gratefully received financial reports from our  
 Financial Secretary and Treasurer (the month of  
 August was very good). 
• affirmed the re-hiring of Kim Powell as our  
 Childcare Provider.  
• and heard Eric Jensen’s plans and ideas for youth 

and young adult ministry. 
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Thank you to everyone who responded to the Service Board’s request for old t-shirts.  
We were pleasantly overwhelmed by the number of t-shirts that you brought.  And a 
special thank you to Linda Hoepner for her creative idea of making Halloween treat 
bags out of Halloween themed t-shirts for our young folks who will be trick-or-treating.  
You are each special and incredible and we are blessed as a community of believers.   
The Service Board 

 
A big thank you to my Reformation family for the many cards and flower sent for my son, 
Darryl’s homegoing ceremony.  It truly was a comfort having your love and support.  Also 
thank you for your prayers for Dale and his recovery from a stroke.  He is doing very well.   
Love you all, Carole Lyons-Osborne. 
 

 

 

 

 
We have just completed our fourth host week for Family Promise.  Once again, I was blown away by the 
kindness and generosity shown by our members (and by our support congregation - First Wesleyan).  The 
training for Family Promise stresses that “grace” is a key component of the program.  During our host week we 
are challenged to show grace in many ways.  Grace as we are asked to transform classrooms into bedrooms, 
grace as our spaces are taken over, grace as messes are made, grace as things don’t go exactly as planned, grace 
as we work with strangers from another church, and grace for the families who have found themselves in 
strange new place as they work to get stable housing.  I am thankful for all of grace given this past week, and 
grateful for everyone who was a part of making our church a welcoming home. Many thanks to all to helped in 
any way. Dulcinea Rakestraw 

 
 
 
 

Hope is the Anchor Family Promise Gala 
Thursday, November 14, 6:30 p.m. 

Wichita Boathouse 
 

Come and celebrate a great year of empowering families, and raise funds as we 
continue to expand into the future. This year’s event will be held at the beautiful 
and historic Wichita Boathouse, 515 S. Wichita Street, which also houses the Kansas 
Sports Hall of Fame for your browsing enjoyment.    
 

At the Gala, we’ll have a great time together as an extended family – celebrating with delicious food, mingling 
with friends, music, fun silent and live auctions, and the highlight of the evening: victory stories from program 
graduates. You don’t want to miss this fun time! Tickets are available now on the Family Promise website 
(www.familypromisewichita.org).  

Do You Have an Article for the  
November Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us. 

 

The deadline for the November Ref Life  
is on October 15.  

Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, November 3, 9:45 a.m. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the semi-annual meeting of 
the congregation on November 4 at 9:45 a.m.  We will be 

electing leadership for 2020 at this meeting. 
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