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God’s work. Our hands. 

After prayerful consideration and lengthy deliberation, the Church 
Council has elected to start the call process for a Minister of Word 
and Sacrament to serve as an Associate Pastor for the congrega-
tion.   While a Minister of Word and Service (Deacon) might be able 
to bring some focused attention on youth and education, the im-
portant needs of pastoral care and worship also must be met.  The 
additional training, education, and experience that come with a 
Minister of Word and Sacrament were judged to be a better match 

for the congregation at this time.  The information gained from the Cottage Meetings was very useful to help us 
prioritize the needs of the congregation on our way to this decision.  
 

Some things have changed in the 12 years since we last called an Associate Pastor, but the overall experience 
should be familiar.  The Central States Synod has updated documents to guide us through the call process.  The 
call process begins with the formation of a call committee to lead the congregation through this time of discern-
ment and assessment.  Our constitution specifies a call committee to be composed of six voting members elected 
by the Congregation Council.  We have added a non-voting alternate in the past and plan to do so again.  The 
synod recommendation is to solicit nominations from the congregation, which we intend to do by creating a 
form that can be submitted to the Council.  It is acceptable for members to nominate themselves if they so de-
sire.  The Council will select the call committee from those nominations. 
 

The timeline we would like to follow is to have the nomination forms available by November 3 and collect all the 
nominations by November 17.  The Council would then be able to select the call committee at the regular Coun-
cil meeting on the 19th.  The call committee would then be able to begin their work by December 1st.   

All Saints’ Weekend is November 2-3.  On this weekend, we remember those who 
have passed through death to join the communion of saints.  We also remember those 
who have begun their journeys of sainthood; in the church, we mark that by Holy Bap-
tism.  Each of us comes to this day remembering our loved ones as we also remember 
members and friends of Reformation: 
 

Those who have been given new life in Christ  through the promises of the resurrection: 
 

  + Pastor Sally Fahrenthold + Warren Dougherty + Frederick Hambright +  
      + Shirley Anderson + Jack Metz + 
 

                                           Those who have been given new life in Christ through the waters of baptism: 
                                         + Warren Pippitt + Ryan Marshall + Benjamin Swanson + Savannah Smith + Kelly McKay +  
                                             + Mavis McKay + Kirk McKay + Samuel Johnson + Hannah Johnson + Mark McKinney + 

 

Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, November 3, 9:45 a.m. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the semi-annual meeting of the 
congregation on November 3 at 9:45 a.m.   

We will be electing leadership for 2020 at this meeting. 
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A common theme has emerged in books and presentations lately: communication. At Bishop’s Convocation, 
Church Consultant Dave Daubert told stories and encouraged us to build relationships through communication.  
During the Wichita Area Churches’ Building an Inclusive Church training, Ashlei Cramer from ReconcilingWorks 
led us through several exercises helping us effectively communicate in times of stress or disagreement. In his 
books on Cross+Gen learning, Pastor Rich Melheim encourages participants to get comfortable sharing their 
stories and then to make sharing a daily habit.   
 
These days, we’re more likely to argue than to share personal information, and that is unfortunate. In her TEDtalk, 
Journalist Celeste Headlee shares 10 helpful hints for effective communication. 
 

1. Don't multi-task - be present in that moment. Our lives are busy, and our minds rush through details. Slow 
down. Let your communication partners know that they are not less important than the 53 things on your “to-
do” list. Keep your phone in your pocket or screen-side down on the table. 
 

2. Don't pontificate - don't state opinion without allowing for any feedback - enter every conversation as if you 
have something to learn…because you do. 
 

3. Use open-ended questions - who, what, when, where, why, how. 
 
4. Go with the flow - let thoughts and stories come and go. 

 
5. If you don't know, say that you don't know, or, as the younger generations teach us, use Siri or Google to 

look up the information for you as part of your conversation. We live in an age when information can be 
instantaneous; we might as well use it to help us rather than just distract us. 
 

6. Don't equate your experience with theirs. Neurology tells us that, as we listen, our brains look for places to 
hook into the story by finding similar situations. It’s fine that we do that, but we don’t need to share all of 
those places with our conversation partner. 
 

7. Try not to repeat yourself - don't just keep making the same point. If you feel that you are unheard or  
 un-understood, try making your point in a different way, or asking why your conversation partner disagrees. 
 
8. Stay out of the weeds (aka rabbit trails) - people care much less about the many micro-details of your 

second cousin’s neighbor’s life than they do about you! 
 

9. Listen - perhaps the #1 most important skill. We talk at 225 words per minute but can listen at 500 words per 
minute. Our communication has shifted in recent generations; previously, we listened to understand, but now 
we tend to listen in order to respond. Listening to understand is better. 
 

10.  Be brief. 
 
As the church, we are in a network of relationships with each other and with God. Knowing each other’s stories, 
challenges, and joys is our privilege and our duty. 
 

Pr. Mari 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The weather is cooling off and nothing 
warms us up after a day at work or school 
better than a hot bowl of soup.  With that in 
mind,  the focus for the  month of November 
will be: 

Canned Soups and Stews  
 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned vegetables and fruit, boxed macaroni 
and cheese, dried beans, cereal and oatmeal, 
sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, November 11 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Meet us at noon on Veterans Day, Nov 11, for 
BTOL. The speakers will be Anita and David 
Dorf. They will give some general history 
about the Orphan Train and also more detail 
about David’s second cousin who was on the 
Orphan Train and adopted by David’s aunt. 
There is a museum in Concordia about the 
orphan train and it is mentioned in a recent 
book and movie set partially in Wichita. 
 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Judy Carlson (733-0809).  Anyone 
55 or older is invited to join us. 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

November 4    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

November 6    Juliets, 11:30 a.m., Old Chicago  
       by Towne East on E. Kellogg. 
 

November 14   Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
 

November 18   Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

November 20   Dorcas Circle; 1:30 p.m. 
       Sandy Muse, Lesson Leader  
       Barb Lee, Hostess 

 

Women’s Night Out 
 

Women’s Night Out will NOT meet in November because of 
the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Mark your calendar for our 
December gathering though, on December 3, at Taste of 
Country, that will include wonderful food, fellowship, and a 
fun gift exchange. Look for more information in the 
December issue of Ref Life.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On November 9 and 10 you will find our beautiful Angel 
Tree in the Narthex. The tree will be filled with wishes of 
those who need help this Christmas. We are once again 
working through Operation Holiday to fulfill those wishes. 
 

Take an angel from the tree, buy the gift(s) listed, and 
return the gift(s) UNWRAPPED to the church by 
December 11.   
 

The gifts listed are specific and focus on warm outer wear 
for all members of families as well as special gifts for 
teens. The Service Board thanks you in advance for your 
continuing support of the Angel Tree. With any questions, 
please contact Anita Dorf at 210-9124.   
 
 

Do You Have an Article for the  
December Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us. 

 

The deadline for the November Ref Life  
is on November 15.  
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Stephen Ministry 
 

Sometimes people ask, “What 
exactly is a Stephen Minister?”  
One way to answer is that Stephen 
Ministers are the “After People.” 
 

Stephen Ministers are there: 
AFTER the phone call you had 

hoped you would never get. 
 

AFTER the divorce papers are served and the bottom 
falls out of your life. 
 

AFTER the funeral, when everyone has left and the 
emotions you have held at bay come crashing in to 
overwhelm you. 
 

AFTER the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing 
more we can do.” 
 

AFTER you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 
 

AFTER you family and friends have heard your story 
one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.   
 

To learn how a Stephen Minister can walk with you 
after a life-altering setback, call Lotus Gerards at  
684-8602. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The final Fifth Saturday Potluck for 2019 is  
November 30.  Although this is just two days  
after Thanksgiving, surely we will be hungry 
again.   
 

Please come for good food and fellowship as we 
usher in Advent. Leftovers are welcome. Turkey 
hot dish? YUM!!! 
 

Partners in Possibilities 
Lunch 

November 14, 12 p.m. 
 

Join us for a free one-hour event 
and discover how you can help Mosaic further its 
mission to provide a life of possibilities for peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities at Aviator 
Church, 904 Alexander St., Winfield, KS. Please 
call (620) 229-8702 to reserve your seat. 

Hope Is the Anchor Family Promise Gala 
Thursday, November 14, 6:30 p.m. 

Wichita Boathouse 
 

Come and celebrate a great year of empowering families, and raise funds as we con-
tinue to expand into the future. This year’s event will be held at the beautiful and 
historic Wichita Boathouse, 515 S. Wichita Street, which also houses the Kansas 
Sports Hall of Fame for your browsing enjoyment.    
 

At the Gala, we’ll have a great time together as an extended family – celebrating 
with delicious food, mingling with friends, music, fun silent and live auctions, and the highlight of the even-
ing: victory stories from program graduates. You don’t want to miss this fun time! Tickets are available now on 
the Family Promise website (www.familypromisewichita.org).  

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship & Pie Fellowship 
Wednesday, November 27 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Come for the faith; stay for the pie! Please join us for our annual Thanksgiving Eve 
service at 7 p.m., November 27, as we celebrate the gifts God has given us over the 
past year and look forward to the Advent season.  This service is also affectionately 
known as the "Pie Service," as we ask that people attending bring a pie of their 
choice.  After the service, we'll cut into them and share them!  The left-over pies will 
be given to a local shelter.  Please join us for prayer, fellowship, and pie on the night 
before Thanksgiving! 
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A huge thank you  to Julie Hartley and Rhea Hartley for your days and hours of work to 
accomplish the Reformation Garage Sale. Your work and devotion to accomplishing this 
task was amazing! Also, thank you to Marcia Werts for not only her work during the 
Garage Sale but also the endless pricing before the Garage Sale. And thank you to the 
stalwart, always present helpers at the Garage Sale :Ron Blum, Vicki Dunham, and Judy 
Carlson. More than $4000 was raised to support Community Breakfast. May you feel God’s 
blessings and Reformation’s gratitude! Thank you.   

 
 
Thanks to our Altar Guild!  Members work behind the scenes and between the worship 

services to care for Holy Communion (each of our three worship services has a unique set up), to clean up 
bread crumbs, to change altar cloths, and to prepare for baptisms. Members know how to get wine stains out of 
linen and candle wax out of carpeting! 
 
Thanks to our Property Work Day volunteers for their hard work on Saturday, October 26. We were a small 
and mighty group, focusing our efforts on trimming, mulching, and pew repair. 
 
Thank you to Pastor Richard Hoyer, Dallas Rakestraw (PMA student), and Anita Dorf, PMA, for their worship 
leadership during this interim. 
 
Thank you to Rodd Fuller and Gary Werbowski for the boxes for our confirmands. 
 
Thank you to the Learning Board for hosting the Confirmation Reception and to the Fellowship Board for 
hosting Trunk or Treat. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to all who have designated Reformation as 
recipient through AmazonSmile. Last quarter, we 
received $272.23 from 46 households shopping with 
AmazonSmile. If you are not familiar with 
AmazonSmile, it’s very simple to use. If you shop at 
Amazon through AmazonSmile, and register to give to 
us (we’re called Evangelical Church of the Reformation, 

Inc. Wichita, KS), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to us. Again, it costs you nothing and benefits Reformation greatly. Thank you for 
using AmazonSmile! 
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Pastoral Acts 
 
Wedding 
Mark & Lisa Werbowski renewed their wedding vows on September 25 in Positano, Italy.  
 

Gretchen Holthaus & David Lang were united in marriage on October 19, “Sweetest Day,”  
at Reformation.  
         

                                      Confirmation 
Seven of Reformation’s young people: Jack Bruntz, Isabella Encapera, Cecelia Jowdy,  
Maya Reed, Jarrett Steward, Jacob Wetta, and Gavin Willett were confirmed on October 27.   
 
 

ELCA Alternative Gifts 
 

For Christmas, do you ever wish you knew what to give someone who has every-
thing?  ELCA Good Gifts has alternative gifts. If you go online at 
www.ELCA.org/goodgifts,you can find gifts that you can give in the name of 
that hard-to-buy-for person—gifts that will benefit someone in one of 77 coun-
tries around the world.   
 

Possible gifts include: 
A goat and a flock of chicks for $60 
Chicks for $10 
A rooster for $15 
A goat for $50 
A piglet for $30 

 

The website gives you all the instructions that you need to purchase one of the above items or many more. You 
can request a free printed card for each gift you purchase—a card you can give to show what you purchased in 
your hard-to-buy-for person’s name. Try it and make a difference! 
 
 

 

 

Honeybees for $20 
Fruit-tree seedling for $10 
Seeds and gardening tools for $50 
Health care for a child for $10 
Vaccinations for a child for $30 
A warm blanket for $10  

 
Poinsettias  

for Christmas 
 

We will again be 
ordering poinsettias 
for Christmas Eve 
Worship.  The cost is 
$15. If you would like 

to order a poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary on 
Christmas Eve, please take an envelope from the 
usher stand in the narthex, complete it, insert 
your payment, and put it in the offering plate or 
on Royce’s desk in the office.  Following our 8:00 
p.m. Christmas Eve worship, you may take your 
poinsettia home.  The deadline for ordering 
poinsettias is Monday, November 25. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first weekend in Advent is November 30/
December 1.  In our Wednesday worship services 
(starting December 4), we’ll be pursuing the 
theme of what we are waiting for.  Please plan to 
attend. 
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