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On August 7, 2019, our denomination, the ELCA, adopted a resolution at the Churchwide Assembly to designate 
the ELCA a sanctuary church body.  At Reformation, we have started a learning and discernment process to 
discover what sanctuary means for us.   
 
The ELCA has made materials available for us to use, and those are available in the Narthex for you to take and 
read.  You are also invited to attend learning sessions.   
 
Our first learning session was held on Sunday, December 8, 2019.  We reviewed the key points provided by the 
ELCA and learned that… 

…being a sanctuary denomination does not call for any person, congregation, or synod to engage in any 
illegal actions; 

…five synods have already declared themselves sanctuary synods: Oregon, Sierra Pacific, Southwest 
California, New England, and Metropolitan New York.  Each of these synods define their mission 
differently; 

…therefore, sanctuary will look differently in different contexts.  It may mean hosting English as a Second 
Language classes, marching as people of faith against the detention of children and families, providing 
housing for a community member facing deportation, or simply having thoughtful conversations about 
what our faith says about immigration. 

 
So far these are some of the questions/issues we have:  
• “Sanctuary” may be a polarizing term for some of us.  Is there another way we can name what we are 

talking about?  Or can we define it so that polarization is not an issue? 

• Listening to all points of view is extremely important in our learning process.  Could we find someone to 
help us improve our skills in listening to learn?  

• The terms “refugee” and “undocumented” need to be clarified. 

• What are the laws and regulations we need to follow? 

• What can we learn from the five current ELCA sanctuary synods? 

• What are some contemporary immigration experiences?    
 
At its core, Sanctuary means loving our neighbors.  We at Reformation have a history of helping our neighbors: 
the monthly Saturday homeless breakfast at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Family Promise, partnership with 
Coleman Middle School, Filling the Gap and other ministries of Partners for Wichita, Open Door Community 
Food Ministry, Mision San Juan de Dios, and ELCA ministries of World Hunger, Good Gifts, and Lutheran 
Disaster Response.   
 
We will continue to study and discern together.  We will bring in resources to help us understand issues that 
are involved.  All opportunities will be publicized so that you may participate as we learn and discern.   
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Epiphany is both a season of light and a date on the 
Christian calendar.  In my upbringing, January 6 was the 
date that the three kings finally arrived at the manger.  Prior 
to January 6, the kings with their camel and their gifts 
would be hanging out in the east-most corner of our living 
room.  As a child, I knew nothing about the controversies:  
how long it was between the birth of Christ and the coming 
of the “kings,” where the kings found Jesus, that someone 
named the kings after the fact, and that there was a 
powerful apocryphal story about Artaban, the fourth 
wiseman. 
 

We will celebrate Epiphany a bit early this year  (January 4-
5) and include “Chalking the Door” as part of our worship.  
In other flavors of Christianity, the practice of chalking the 
entrance to one’s home is often accompanied by a party.  
For 2020, that which is written in chalk across the door 
frame is:  20 + C + M + B + 20.  CMB stands for “Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat” which means, “May Christ bless this 
dwelling!”  But it also may refer to Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar (the traditional names of the magi).  The tradition 
of Chalking the Door is rooted in Deuteronomy 6:4-9: “Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 

commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home 
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  While this does not 
tell us to write on our doorframes with chalk, doing so does remind us for God’s presence with the children of 
Israel and with us now.  If you would like to chalk your door, pieces of chalk will be available for you to take home 
after worship in order to mark a doorpost .    
 
Epiphany is a season of light that, for us, comes at a time when the hours of sunlight are slowly 
increasing, and it celebrates the revelation of Jesus to the world, reinforcing that he came to save 
the whole world, not just those of the Jewish faith and not just those who walked the earth in the 
same years he did. 
 
It is not a coincidence that “epiphany” also means an “aha” moment of realization or “seeing the 
light” which could be depicted by a lightbulb emoji.  For some, this relates to the time in their faith 
when they came to more fully realize God’s continuing presence and role in their lives. 
 
Blessed Epiphany! 

 

Pastor Mari 

 

 

Do you have a nametag?  Reformation members are 
encouraged to sign up on the white board in the narthex 
for a nametag.  These are provided through memorial 
funds in hope that we get acquainted with visitors and 
other members. 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s a brand new year!  The New Year is often 
depicted as a baby, so let’s celebrate by 
making our focus for January: 
 

ALL THINGS BABY-RELATED 
 

Jars of baby food, baby cereal, diapers, wipes, 
formula – anything that might help moms 
and dads care for their little ones. 
 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned vegetables and fruit, boxed macaroni 
and cheese, dried beans, cereal and oatmeal, 
sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
 

BTOL will not meet in January. Watch the 
bulletin announcements and the February 
issue of Ref Life for details regarding 
February’s meeting. 

 
 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

January 6     Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

January  9    Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
       Hosted by Judy Carlson 
 

January 15    Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
       Hosted by Lotus Gerards 
       Lesson Leader—Eva Whetstone 
        

January 20    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 

 
Please join us for an evening of good 
conversation and food at Oak and Pie, 
2244 N Greenwich.  We will meet on 
Tuesday, January 28, at 6:30  p.m. 
Please contact Lynn Ramsey by email 
or call  
316-648-0484 by January 27 if you 
plan to attend.  
 

 
 

Gift of Warmth 
 

Each month Reformation helps 
provide hot breakfasts to 
community members in need of 
warmth and comfort. The next one 
is scheduled for January 18, 2020.  
Reformation members regularly 
donate gently used/new clothing at 
a drop off spot in Parish Hall.  
 

During January, we would like to promote a special blanket 
drive. Since January is typically one of the coldest months of 
the year here in Wichita, your generous gift would mean a lot 
to a person who lives outside. Just bag your blanket(s) and 
leave at the drop off point in Parish Hall no later than January 
15. As always, thank you so much for your willingness to 
help. Please contact Suzanne Koch if you have any questions. 
 
 

Do You Have an Article for the  
February Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us. 

 

The deadline for the February Ref Life  
is on January 15.  

2020 Offering Envelopes are here and 
ready for pick up. Please pick them up 
this weekend in the narthex. If you would 
like envelopes but haven’t had them 
assigned to you, please contact the 
church office. 
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Stephen Ministry 
 

Holidays are over.  Normal is being 
redefined.  Perhaps you feel lonely or 
confused or sad or somehow at odds 
with life right now.  You  need to talk 
about things with someone you can 
trust.  We in Stephen Ministry, 

serving the Reformation family, are as close as a phone 
call to Lotus Gerards at 683-8602.  Let us know how we 
can help as you look at this new year.  Let us help with 
hope for the New Year.   
 

 
Reformation Church Family, you 
are amazing!  Your donations 
through our Angel Tree to 
Operation Holiday exceeded our 
hopes!  We took four carloads of 
gifts, including a large SUV packed 
to the windows, to HumanKind 
Ministries for the huge number of 

people on their list.   Thank you for your generosity.  
May God bless your Christmas as you have blessed so 
many deserving people through Operation Holiday.    
— The Service Board 

 

Our Third Sunday small 
group returns on January 
19. We begin with a 
potluck at 12:15 p.m.  The 
class begins at 1:00 p.m.  
(It is perfectly acceptable 
to skip the potluck and 
arrive at 1:00 p.m.) We 
meet in the conference room. 
 

We will be discussing Biblical texts that we find 
particularly difficult (i.e., the sin of Sodom, the book of 
Job, loving our enemies, cutting up the concubine, 
children eaten by bears…). We will look at how 
theologians have wrestled with these texts through the 
ages as we ourselves struggle with them. 
 

Please join us for food at 12:15 p.m. and our discussion 
at 1:00 p.m. (We end our discussion at 2:00 p.m.) You 
are welcome to attend every session or an occasional 
session. 
 

Winter storm coming? 
 

If Reformation Lutheran Church cancels worship due 
to inclement weather, you can find out by checking: 
→ our Facebook page 
→ our Twitter feed 
→ our website (which will show you the Twitter 

feed) 
→ the closings on kwch.com or KWCH television   
→ AND your e-mail. 
 
 

Seminarian Update 
 

Last month, our seminarian, Kaylie Ines, a student at 
Pacific Lutheran Seminary, was endorsed for 
ordination by the Central States Synod Candidacy 
Committee.  Congratulations, Kaylie! 
 

The journey toward ordination includes a series of 
interviews and essays, a psychological evaluation, 
Clinical Pastoral Education, and seminary education.  
There are several steps in the process, but the main 
three are: “entrance,” “endorsement,” and “approval”.  
If you would like to know more about the process, 
check out the candidacy manual, available through 
ELCA.org or ccs-elca.org.    
 
Our seminarian Andrew Beers, serving at Saint Paul’s 
Lutheran Church while enrolled at Wartburg 
Seminary is “entranced”. Eric Jensen will complete 
the entrance process this spring. 

 
Sunday School resumes January 5. 

 
Regular Wednesday Schedule  

Resumes January 8 
 

Adult Bible/Book Study 12:00 p.m. 
Soul Food (dinner for all) 6:00 p.m. 
Handbell Rehearsal  6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class   6:45 p.m. 
Adult Bible/Book Study 6:45 p.m. 
Vocal  Choir    7:30 p.m. 

 

 
‘You are the light of the world.  

A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Matthew 5:14 
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Thanks to the following who have completed their terms 
on the Council:  Jon Bruntz, Suzanne Koch, Karen Pfeiffer, 
and Chris Steward. 
 
Our 2020 Council Assignments are as follows: 
President: Sheryl Johnson 
Vice President: Camilla Wilson 
Secretary: Tanya Flores 
Treasurer: Dulcinea Rakestraw 
Fellowship Board: Jane Camenzind 
Learning Board:  Andrea Fuller 
Service Board: Marcia Werts 
Finance Board: Laurel Davis 
Property Board:  Ben Walter 
Outreach Board: Ali Davis, and Ron Blum 
Worship Board: Jan Mullinix 
 
The 2020 Council will be installed at all worship services on January 4-5. 

 

Constitution Proposed Changes 
 

You are invited to look at the constitution proposal prior to our semi-annual meeting on January 26, 2020.  Most 
of the changes are from the Churchwide Assembly (some are simply changing “the congregation” to “this con-
gregation”, others have to do with changes relating to deacons in the church) and others are from the coun-
cil.  As you are perusing this, please note that all numbers notated * are required components in the constitu-
tion. Printed copies are available in the church office. 
 
 

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

All members are invited and encouraged to attend this meeting, as we review the ministry of this faith commu-
nity in 2019 and look to the future as we approve our ministry budget for 2020.  
 

Annual Reports will be available on or before January 18 on our website, by e-mail, or on paper for review prior 
to the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who have designated Reformation as 
recipient for their Community Rewards.   If you 
would like to designate your Dillons Plus  
Shopper’s Card Community Rewards to  
Reformation, use code IR054.  If you need addi-
tional help, contact Royce in the office for an  
instruction sheet. 
 

This program costs you nothing and benefits 
Reformation greatly.  Thank you! 

Thanks to all who have designated Reformation as 
recipient through AmazonSmile. If you are not famil-
iar with AmazonSmile, it’s very simple to use. If you 
shop at Amazon through AmazonSmile, and register 
to give to us (we’re called Evangelical Church of the 
Reformation, Inc. Wichita, KS), the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 
from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to us. Again, it 
costs you nothing and benefits Reformation greatly. 
Thank you for using AmazonSmile! 
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Parents, Kids, & Money Matters Workshop 
January 26 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Who’s talking to your kids about money?  TV, movies, websites, friends … all can affect 
your kids’ attitudes about life—and money.   
 

Find out how to talk to your kids about influences, choices and responsible money habits. 
  

Join us for a free educational workshop, Parents, Kids and Money Matters®, designed 
specifically for parents and their children ages 6 to 10. This workshop will help you: 

• Reflect on the values you want your kids to learn. 

• Teach your kids about money and values. 

• Learn practical tools to make teaching about money fun. 
  

Please join us on January 26th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. here at Reformation. Diana Adams, Community 
Engagement Leader for Kansas, Thrivent Financial will be doing the presentation. There will be refreshments 
afterward. Your local Thrivent Financial Representative, Danny Witt, will also be available to answer questions. 
  

To reserve a seat for yourself and your children, please RSVP to Pastor Mari (316) 634-0586 by January 20th. 

 

Reformation needs more sound system operators for our Traditional 
Worship.  We currently only have three.  We would like to find at least two 
persons who feel comfortable working with our audio system.  No previous 
experience is required, but any previous experience you have will be 
gratefully accepted.  Youth are welcome to volunteer!  If you can help, please 
contact Royce in the church office  Training and supervision are provided.    
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