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God’s work. Our hands. 

Isn’t “Go into the world…” enough? 
The art and science of mission statements 

 
Christ gave us a mission at the end of Matthew’s gospel.  I memorized it when I was a young adult and embraced it 
when I served a para-church organization, but I never considered it to be the same as a congregation’s mission 
statement.  It’s long and non-specific, except with regard to the need to baptize in the name of the Trinity.  
Because of this, congregations have accepted the mission to define themselves within the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20) in a statement that is clear, memorable, and concise. 
 
For about two decades, this has been part of our Bylaws:  Mission Statement: The Mission Statement of 
Reformation Lutheran Church, Wichita, Kansas shall read:  Our vision is to become servants of God, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, to make Christ known.  Our mission is to tell as many people as possible about Jesus Christ 
and help them grow in discipleship. 
 
Somewhere during that time, the second part of the mission stopped appearing with the first part.  Maybe that’s 
good because very few members of Reformation “tell as many people as possible about Jesus Christ” though we 
have many ways to “help them grow in discipleship.”  After all, in contemporary religious movements “evangelism,” 
that “telling people about Jesus” piece, has oftentimes been more about a declaration of commitment for Jesus, 
rather than a commitment to one another in Christ-like love and relationship. So instead, we have seen on coffee 
mugs and letterhead, “Servants of God, guided by the Holy Spirit, to make Christ known.”  That mission statement 
was adopted at the same time the ELCA was using “making Christ known,” and it was a nice tie-in. 
 
In the last several months, in sermons, informal discussions, board meetings, and adult education, we have been 
looking at our developing identity as a church that takes Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:35-36 to heart:  “I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 
 
I have done some internet investigation and found mission statements that are unique.  (I share these with you 
with the caveat that we will not be copying another congregation’s mission statement; we must create our own.) 
 

Imperfect people, risking it all to make Jesus real one life at a time (a Lutheran church in Texas) 
To Know, Love and Serve God (a Methodist church in Kansas) 
We exist to make Heaven more crowded (a non-denominational church in Colorado) 
To create a radically inclusive, just and loving community mobilized to alleviate suffering and break the cycles 
of poverty and marginalization (GLIDE in California) 

 
 
 

 
With all of that in mind, your Council and ministry staff invite congregation members of all ages to gather in the 
Parish Hall on February 16 at 9:45 a.m. to continue conversations begun in our cottage meetings about  our 
mission and our mission statement.  As we prepare our Ministry Site Profile for the call process, this is an 
excellent time to focus on who we are as a congregation and how God has called us into the world.   
 

Pastor Mari 

God has called us to... 



2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
As we look ahead to Lent, besides the obvious excitement and anticipation for Chris Cakes (raccoon sausage 
anyone?), we begin to settle into a more serious examination of our faith, and our relationship with our God. 
After all, the coming sacrifice of the crucifixion is perhaps the purest example of God’s love for us, so it’s natural 
and normal to ponder our own love for God. I love Lent; yes, it’s melancholy and lacks the joy of Easter-tide, but 
it’s specifically because we step away from some of the celebrations for forty days that makes the burst of light at 
an Easter vigil so awe-inspiring. 
 
Lent is a time to look inward, and in so doing see outward with a new set of eyes. This is why we, as a 
congregation, will be focusing on different spiritual practices during this coming Lenten season. Our celebration 
of music in our Lenten devotionals is one part of this picture, certainly, but Christians for millennia have honed 
different traditions across hundreds of nations and languages, and many of these can be powerful tools for 
connection or reconnection with God. The reason for this is, of course, that different nations and histories have 
had different spiritual needs over the centuries, and new practice grows from that. 
 
However, I wonder if the more honest reason for the diversity across the Christian faith isn’t because, simply, 
connecting to God is hard. We oftentimes, I think, get into the habit of seeing prayer as simply getting down on 
one’s knees before a night’s sleep. We often see Bible Study as reading through a piece of scripture once, and 
then talking about what we took from the text. There’s nothing wrong with these practices, they work for many 
people, and have their own important aspects of God to reveal. However, people learn and relate with others in a 
multitude of different ways, and often times we are not equipped by the church to lean into that diversity and 
beauty. 
 
So, I encourage you to join us for mid-week worship during the Lenten season. I encourage you to speak to Pastor 
Mari and myself as you come and go from the church. We are constantly learning new ways of seeing God, just as 
the rest of you are; to be church, to listen or speak in prayer, to worship, all of these things is to grow in 
relationship with something. That’s a walk God intends the body of Christ to do together. 
 
In peace, 
 
Eric Jensen, Interim Ministry Associate 

 

Tackle Hunger Challenge 
Souperbowl of Caring—February 1-2, 2020 
 

You are invited to support your favorite NFL team by bringing cans of food 
and/or monetary donations with you to worship on February 1-2.  Place 
your donations by your team’s logo (and, yes, Pastor Mari’s team — the 
referees — can also use our support).  Food donations will go to Open Door 
Food Pantry.  Monetary donations will go to ELCA World Hunger (checks 

can be made payable to Reformation).   
 
“Souperbowl of Caring” is a national organization that trains and encourages congregations and organizations 
to take part in a food drive on Superbowl Sunday.  It does not receive donations but “keeps score” of 
participation and donations. 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the cold winter months drag along, quick, 
hot, simple meals are very helpful. This 
month’s food focus:  
 

MACARONI & CHEESE  
AND RAMEN NOODLES 

 
Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for 
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables and 
fruit, dried beans, cereal and oatmeal, sugar 
and flour, soup and crackers. 
 

Place your items in the grocery cart located 
by the door in Parish Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, February 10 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Our program will be presented by Amy 
Arnold of the Central Plains Area Agency on 
Aging.  
 
She will discuss the various programs of this 
agency.   
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Judy Carlson (733-0809). All 55 and 
over are invited to attend. 
 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

February 3    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

February  13    Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
       Hosted by Cam Wilson 
 

February 17    Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 
February 19    Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
       Hosted by Shari Ryding 
       Lesson Leader—Lotus Gerards 

Women’s Night Out 
Tuesday, February 28 

6:30 p.m. 
Chili’s at 21st & Greenwich 

 

All women are welcome to join us for 
an evening of good conversation and 
food at the 21st & Greenwich Chili’s 
on February 28 at 6:30 p.m.  We 
would love to see you there!  If you plan to attend, please 
contact Martha Deines at 214-4414 by Monday, February 27. 
 
 
 

Third Sunday Small Group  
February 16 

 

Third Sunday Small Group will meet on 
February 16 to continue our journey 
through some of the difficult stories of 
the Bible.  This month we will be 
studying the stories of Moses & 
Zipporah and Ananias & Sapphira.  

Come to a potluck at 12:15 p.m. or just come to the study 
from 1:00 p.m. to  
2:00 p.m. All are welcome. 
 
 

 
Join us for great food and 
fellowship each 5th Saturday of 
the month throughout the year.  
Bring your favorite dish to share 
at a potluck dinner immediately 
after the 5:30 p.m. service.  The 
fifth Saturdays this year are :  

   

   February 29   August 29 
   May 30     October 31 
 

   Hope to see you later this month! 

 



4 

 

Stephen Ministry 
 

Will you let me be your servant, let me 
be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let 
you be my servant, too 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are 

trav’lers on the road; we are here to help each other walk 
the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ light for you in the night of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you speak the peace you long to 
hear. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll 
laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow ‘till we’ve seen this 
journey through. 
 
Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?   
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, 
too. 
CCLI Song #72673 Richard Gillard c Words: 1977 Universal Music – 
Bentwood Benson Publishing CCLI License #11141044 

 
We are Stephen Ministers, servants who want to walk 
with you.  Let Lotus Gerards (316-683-8602) know if 
you or someone you know would welcome a servant to 
walk with you. 
 
 
 

Winter storm coming? 
 

If Reformation Lutheran Church cancels worship due to 
inclement weather, you can find out by checking: 
→ our Facebook page 
→ our Twitter feed 
→ our website (which will show you the Twitter feed) 
→ the closings on kwch.com or KWCH television   
→ AND your e-mail. 
 

 

 

Chris Cakes  
Ash Wednesday 

Supper 
February 26 

5:30-6:45 p.m. 
 

Are you ready for flying pancakes? Reformation’s 
Ash Wednesday Chris Cakes Pancake Supper 
tradition continues this year.  Just $5 gets you all you 
can eat pancakes, sausage, and a beverage (juice and 
milk). Come to enjoy dinner and fellowship before 
Ash Wednesday worship which begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Join us for Ash Wednesday worship at 
Noon or 7:00 p.m.  We will be focusing 
on spiritual practices and, after each 
Lenten worship service, you will be 
invited to stay and try a spiritual 
practice.  Our labyrinth will be available 

in the Parish Hall throughout Lent for anyone who 
would like to walk it. 

 

 

40 For the 
Future 

 

The Service Board is 
once again sponsoring 
an effort to secure 
funding for Mision San 
Juan de Dios, our 
mission church in 
Planeview.  Pastor Ivan 

Gonzales shepherds a small but vibrant group of 
worshippers.  Please support this important ministry 
by contributing $40 to represent the 40 days of 
Lent.  Checks may be made out to Reformation 
Lutheran Church with Mision San Juan de Dios on the 
memo line and placed in the offering plate or brought 
to the office.  Envelopes are available in the narthex. 
  
The Mision San Juan de Dios members are transient 
and quite often struggle to obtain the necessities of 
life that most of us take for granted.  Most likely, they 
will always need the help of other ELCA churches in 
the area. Someone figured out that if every confirmed 
member of the Wichita area ELCA churches would 
give $40 per year, their expenses would be covered. 
Please help keep the door open for these children of 
God by donating $40 as part of your Lenten 
pilgrimage. 
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Partners for Wichita Trivia Night 
Saturday, February 22 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Come test your knowledge of completely random (and often challeng-
ing) trivia questions at this year’s Partners for Wichita Trivia Night! 
Whether you know all of the answers or not, it is a fun evening of fel-
lowship! Join us at First Presbyterian Church, 525 N. Broadway. Doors 
will open at 6:15 p.m. and trivia will begin at 7:00 p.m. The cost is 

$150 for a team of eight people registered in advance. Otherwise, the cost is $20 per individual, in advance or $25 
at the door. The price of admission includes a fun-filled night of trivia and games, soda, water, and snacks. There 
will be prizes as well as a silent auction. Feel free to bring your own snacks, but please, no alcohol. Reformation 
has a team started and would love to have even more heads to put together!  If you are interested,  there is a sign 
up sheet right outside the church office or let Royce in the office know. 
 
 

 
Camp Tomah Shinga 

 

Online registration for summer camp at Tomah Shinga is open! There are all kinds of 
opportunities for youth—1st grade through high school—to share in a memory making, 
faith building, fun week at camp! Our confirmation students will be attending camp 
July 19-24. 
  

Tomah Shinga’s traditional summer camp is filled with opportunities for youth to have 
fun while exploring their faith on a deeper level. Worship and Bible studies are a key 

component to the ministry.  While exploring our faith is the most important part of camp, there is plenty of time 
to sing around the campfire, swim in the pool, do high and low ropes, explore 840 acres of beautiful land, and a 
thousand other things to have fun while building friendships that can last a lifetime and growing in faith. 
  

Plan now for a week at camp to be part of your summer. If you are concerned about costs, scholarships are availa-
ble. Contact Pastor Mari (316-634-0586).  
  

You can see the full Tomah Shinga schedule on their website (www.camptomahshinga.com) and can register 
now!  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday Evening Book Study 
 

All are welcome each Wednesday from 6:45 to 8:00 p.m. for a study of Richard Rohr’s 
“The Universal Christ.”  Our group is growing, so this is a great time for you to join us.  
(The Wednesday Noon group will also be studying this book when the study of “Dear 
Church” is completed.) 
 

 

Confirmation Class Schedule: 
 

February 5 - Study of the Lord’s Prayer continues 
 

February 12—Serving Others Through Vocation 
 

February 19—Theology of the Cross and Theology of Glory 
 

February 26—Ash Wednesday Worship 
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Do You Have an Article for the  
March Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us. 

 

The deadline for the March Ref Life  
is on February 15.  

Family Promise 
March 1-7 

 

We will be hosting Family Promise guests again the 
week of March 1. Watch for the display in the narthex 
for upcoming needs and volunteer opportunities. If 
you have not yet been trained, watch the display and 
announcements for upcoming trainings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who have designated Reformation as 
recipient for their Community Rewards.  In January, 
we received $262.51 from 45 households shopping at 
Dillons (from 10-1 through 12-31-2019).  If you 
would like to designate your Dillons Plus Shopper’s 
Card Community Rewards to Reformation, use code 
IR054.  If you need additional help, contact Royce in 
the office (316-634-0586) 
 

This program costs you nothing and benefits  
Reformation greatly.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Recent Official Pastoral Acts 
 

Funerals 

January 3 – Memorial Service of Yvonne Holland 
January 4 – Funeral of Clarice Peters 

January 25 - Funeral of Marjorie Bender         
          

Did you know that Reformation is registered as 
an AmazonSmile recipient organization?  This 
means that, if you shop at Amazon through  
AmazonSmile, and register to give to us (we’re 
called Evangelical Church of the Reformation, 
Inc. Wichita, KS), the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from  
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to us.  Again, it 
costs you nothing and benefits Reformation 
greatly.  If you are using Amazon to do your 
online shopping, why not sign up for  
AmazonSmile and benefit the church? Thank 
you! 

Call Committee Update 
 

The Call Committee is nearing completion of the 
Ministry Site Profile which is information about 
Reformation and what we are looking for in an 
Associate Pastor. Once finished, this information 
is available electronically to seminary students 
and pastors who may be looking for a new  
position. Watch for more updates during the 
month via the weekly email blast. 
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