
  

 

March 2020 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 
God’s work. Our hands. 

Lenten Worship and Practice 
 

Our Lenten Wednesdays include a 30-minute worship 
service (Noon and 7:00pm), a meal (12:30 and 6:00pm), 
and a time to experience the spiritual practices Eric and 
Pastor Mari talk about each week.  The labyrinth will be 
available before and after worship and also during office 
hours.  (If the weather is particularly nice, we’ll move the 
labyrinth outside.)  Please give yourself the time to 
experience this.  It will be a blessing. 
 

 
Easter Flowers 

 

It’s time to order your flowers for Easter. 
This year we are decorating the 
sanctuary with assorted spring flowers. 
If you would like to order, envelopes are 
available on the usher stand. You may 
order potted hyacinths or tulips for 
$15.00 each. Last day to place an order 
will be  Sunday, March 15. Let's fill the 
sanctuary with lots of spring flowers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Devotions 
 

This year’s Lenten booklet, Lift Every Voice, is a 
wonderful collection of stories, written by Reformation 
members and friends, that are both personal and 
powerful. If  you would like to receive the daily devotions 
by email, please send us an email request. Paper copies 
of the devotional booklet may be picked up just inside 
the sanctuary doors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As we gather for worship during the season of Lent, 
part of our time together involves lunch following the 
noon service and dinner before the evening service. 
Those meals have been provided by groups or indi-
viduals from the congregation. We still need of volun-
teers for lunch and dinner on a few more dates dur-
ing Lent. The meals don’t need to be fancy. Soups, sal-
ads, pasta dishes, potato or taco bars are all perfectly 
acceptable. Whatever you would like to do! You can 
sign up to provide lunch (plan for about 20 people), 
or dinner (plan for about 50 people). There is a sign 
up sheet  in the narthex. 
 
 

Family Lenten Devotionals 
 
We have received a few family and children’s devo-
tionals (samples from publishing companies).  If you 
can use them, please take them.  They are on the tall 
table in the narthex. 

 
 

 
 

 
During the season of Lent, you are invited to “go 
deeper” with God’s Word: 
• With Pastor Hoyer’s class in the Conference 

Room (Sunday’s readings). 
• With Cross +Gen Sunday School in the Parish 

Hall (Sunday’s Gospel). 
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Community Breakfast 
  

With all the talk of Mission Statements, our call 
process, and the like, I’ve been thinking a lot recently 
about what it means to be a member of Reformation 
Lutheran Church. This church family has been mine 
since I was baptized into this congregation, and so it’s 
been powerful to see the growth and change over the 
years, especially in the midst of the challenges we’ve 
overcome. There is a heart for service and action in this 
congregation that excites me; after all, it’s that same 
spirit for doing that keeps Pastor Mari affectionately 
referring to our family as a Matthew 25 church:  
 
“‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’” 

  
It was especially humbling for me then, to serve with many of our youth and their parents at the St. Paul’s 
Community Breakfast this past Saturday. Our congregation’s monthly ministry with St. Paul’s is a longstanding 
tradition, and moreover is something our youth have been a part of since I was a child myself. I’ve often spoken 
as of late about leaning into discomfort when we find it throughout our lives. One of the reasons I say that, is 
because time and time again, it has been persistence through uncomfortable situations, which has illuminated 
some aspect of the Gospel for me that I did not previously see. 
 
One of the most dangerous, and most common, examples of this is the concept of labeling another group of 
people as an “other”. For me, serving with Community Breakfast not only humanized people I had only known 
inside the walls of Reformation Lutheran Church, but more importantly those less privileged than myself. So 
rarely do we get out of our comfort zones, so as a youth, serving at the breakfast made the first cracks in my shell. 
Seeing our current young folks laughing, cleaning, and serving together this last Saturday reminded me of my 
first steps towards a person who’d do something as crazy as the Y.A.G.M. program. That wouldn’t have happened 
in the same way had I not been a part of this Lutheran family. 
 
The service we carry out in our community is a critical part of living out the gospel message, but more so is 
building relationship with one another while engaged in that work. There is incredible diversity of experience 
across the human race, and part of learning to witness to the whole width of that spectrum is sharing the table 
with all we meet. The Community Breakfast is only one step in that process, but making sure our youth are 
engaged in service with one another in new situations helps them to grow in faith and in one another. 
 
 
Eric Jensen 
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Open Door Food Pantry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reformation continues its support of the 
United Methodist Urban Ministry’s Open 
Door Pantry.  A grocery cart is located just 
inside Parish Hall for your contributions.   
 

The March focus for the Open Door Food 
Pantry is Peanut Butter!!!  In addition, The 
Pantry always has a need for canned meat 
and fish, canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers.   
 

When you do your food shopping, pick up 
extra for the grocery cart.  Hungry families in 
Wichita appreciate your contributions!   
 

Thank you in advance for your support and 
your prayers.  The Service Board 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
Monday, March 9 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Our program will be presented by Matt Vogt 
from Operation Life Saver.   
 

He will discuss rail safety and how to prevent 
collisions, injuries and fatalities on and 
around railroad tracks and highway-rail 
grade crossings.   
 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  You can make 
reservations with Jolene Dougherty (316-
776-2068) or Judy Carlson (316-733-0809). 
Anyone age 55 and over is invited to attend. 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 
March 2     Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

March  12    Rebecca Circle, 10:00 a.m. 
       Hosted by Jolene Dougherty 
 

March 16     Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

March 18     Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
       Hosted by Eva Whetstone 
       Lesson Leader—Jan Barr 
 

March 30     Blanket Makers, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Women’s Night Out 
Tuesday, March 24 

6:30 p.m. 
Oak and Pie at 21st & Greenwich 

 

Please join us for an evening of good 
conversation and food at Oak and Pie, 
2244 N Greenwich.  We will meet on 
Tuesday, March 24 at 6:30 p.m..    
Please contact Martha Deines at 316-214-4414 by March 23 
if you plan to attend.  
 
 

 

Third Sunday  
Small Group  

March 15 
Potluck at 12:15 p.m. 

Study at 1:00 p.m. 
 

This month, we wrestle through 
the stories of the Nephilim (Genesis 6:1-8) and Jael and the 
tent peg (Judges 4).  If either of these stories interest you, 
please come.  We always welcome new faces and 
perspectives as we wrestle through some of the difficult 
stories and passages of the Bible. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Confirmation Classes  
and  Wednesday Adult Studies  
are on hiatus until after Easter. 
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Stephen Ministry 
 

Sometimes our mood resembles the 
weather.  Today it might be below 
freezing and dark and cloudy.  
Tomorrow it may be near 65 degrees 
with the sun brightly shining.  
Sometimes we say this is just Kansas 

weather.  But the reality is, weather does affect our 
moods.  This rapidly changing weather can play havoc 
with our ability to cope in our actual indoor lives.  
Stephen Ministers are here to listen to you when you 
feel out of sorts.  Perhaps it is the weather that is 
causing our swings in mood, or perhaps it is the 
bombardment of challenges over which we feel we have 
no control.  Whatever your reality is, please reach out to 
a Stephen Minister to listen as you sort through issues 
and options.  Call Lotus Gerards at 316-683-8602.   
 
 

NAMI Family-To-Family  
Education Program 

 

This is a series of 8 weekly classes structured to help 

family members/caregivers understand and support 
individuals with serious mental illness while 

maintaining their own well being.  The course is taught 
by a team of trained NAMI (National Alliance of Mental 
Illness) family member volunteers who know what it’s 
like to have a loved one struggling with mental illness 

such as bipolar disorder, major depression, 
schizophrenia, panic disorder and PTSD. There is no 
cost to participate in the program.  Classes start 

Monday, March 9, at Grace Revolution Church, 812 S. 
Oliver in Wichita at 7:00 p.m. For more information visit 
www.namiwichita.org or call 316-686-1373. 

 

Parish Nursing 
 

Our Parish Nurse program is slowly restarting after the 
retirement of Barb Lee and Jette Mortensen.  If you are 
interested in this volunteer program, please contact 
Pastor Mari (see contact information on page 8) 

40 For the 
Future 

 

The Service Board is 
once again 
sponsoring an effort 
to secure funding for 
Mision San Juan de 
Dios, our mission 
church in Planeview.  

Pastor Ivan Gonzalez shepherds a small but vibrant 
group of worshippers.   
 
If, during Lent, each confirmed member of 
Reformation gave $40, we would go a long way in 
supporting the expenses of this ministry.  Pastor 
Gonzalez has another job while serving Mision San 
Juan de Dios full time in order to support his family.  
His congregation has the will but not the means to 
support Pastor Gonzalez.   
 
Please commit to this vital mission for our families in 
Planeview.  A dollar a day for each of us during Lent 
is not a very big deal, but the total is a great gift 
toward spreading the love and the word of God.   
 
To contribute, please send/leave a check made out to 
Reformation for $40 (per confirmed member, if 
possible) with the note $40 for 40 on the memo line.  
We will combine all we collect and present to Pastor 
Gonzalez.   
 
Thank you in advance for your gift(s).  May the 
Lenten journey for all be filled with grace.  In God’s 
precious love, The Service Board.   

 

Winter storm coming? 
 

If Reformation Lutheran Church cancels worship due 
to inclement weather, you can find out by checking: 
→ our Facebook page 
→ our Twitter feed 
→ our website (which will show you the Twitter 

feed) 
→ the closings on kwch.com or KWCH television   
→ AND your e-mail. 
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Call Committee Update 

 

The Call Committee completed writing Reformation’s 
Ministry Site Profile (MSP), and Church Council ap-
proved it on February 18. The MSP provides infor-
mation about our congregation to pastors who are 
looking for another call. On February 23, the Call 
Committee met with Pastor Dave Whetter from the 
Central States Synod to discuss MSP submission and 
next steps in the call process. Be watching the RefLife 
and the weekly email blasts for more updates. 

 
 

Closet getting full?  Don’t wear 
it anymore? Too big or too 
small? Start gathering it  
together! 
 

Once again Reformation will 
be collecting professional  
attire, shoes and jewelry to 
donate to Dress for Success.  

 
The mission of Dress for Suc-
cess is to empower women to 
achieve economic independ-

ence by providing a network of support, professional 
attire and the development tools to help women 
thrive in work and in life. 
 
Watch for donation dates in April’s Ref Life and email 
blasts. Your support is needed and appreciated. 

Recent Official Pastoral Acts 
 

 

Holy Baptism 
February 7 

Harper Leigh Engling  
 

 

  Marriage 

February. 8 
Luke Lindgren & Joselyn Wilkens  

 
February 14 

Michael Jahnke & Shirley Noble 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission Statement Update 

 

The Mission Statement Task Force is working 
with input from the Cottage Meetings (held in 
the fall) and the Mission Statement meeting 
(held in February) to develop a new Mission 
Statement for Reformation Lutheran Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Back to Basics Group: We greatly appreci-
ate you allowing us to have our meetings in your 
church on Monday nights.  We help a lot of people 
and thanks to your church support we have a 
wonderful place to meet.  We definitely feel and 
esperience the Spirit of God every Monday night!  
Thank you! 

 
First Communion  

Preparation 
 

If your child has not yet cele-
brated their first communion 
and you think they are ready, 

please contact Pastor Mari (see page 8). Our 
church does not have a minimum communion 
age; we trust that judgment to parents, but we 
do offer an introductory class and bread-making.  
We want to work with your schedules to make 
this happen. 

Do You Have an Article for the  
April Ref Life? 

 

Please e-mail us. 

 

The deadline for the April Ref Life  
is on March 15.  
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Did You Know? 
March is National Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.  There are more than 6.5 million 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in the United States. One of their greatest needs is to feel 
connected and feel like they belong.  Learn what you can do to help. Visit mosaicinfo.org/get-involved for more 
information. 
 

You are also invited to attend a free upcoming one-hour Discover the Possibilities event at Mosaic. Enjoy refresh-
ments and a tour of Mosaic’s mission and work by those who know it best—the people we support, their families, 
and the people who serve.  Contact Nancy Maier at 620-229-8702 for more information or to reserve at spot. 
Their next event is scheduled for March 31 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., 2120 E. 9th , Winfield, Kansas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sleep Out/Speak Out 2020 
Friday, May 1st, 7 p.m.-7 a.m. 

Rhatigan Student Center Courtyard, Wichita State University 
 

You're invited to spend a night under the stars at Sleep Out/Speak Out. This event is not about pretending to be 
homeless; it's an act of solidarity—to give you a tiny insight into this reality, and raise awareness and much-
needed funds to help those experiencing homelessness right here in Sedgwick County.  
 

Tickets are $20 with a minimum of $20 in fundraising, with all proceeds benefiting HumanKind homeless services 
and shelters.  
 

Sleep Out so others don't have to, then speak out about this important issue!  Learn more and sign up today at 
www.HumanKindWichita.org/Sleep-Out. 

 
 

Camp Tomah Shinga 
 

Online registration for summer camp at Tomah Shinga is open! There are all kinds of 
opportunities for youth—1st grade through high school—to share in a memory making, 
faith building, fun week at camp! Our confirmation students will be attending camp 
July 19-24. 
  

Tomah Shinga’s traditional summer camp is filled with opportunities for youth to have 
fun while exploring their faith on a deeper level. Worship and Bible studies are a key 
component to the ministry.  While exploring our faith is the most important part of 

camp, there is plenty of time to sing around the campfire, swim in the pool, do high and low ropes, explore 840 
acres of beautiful land, and a thousand other things to have fun while building friendships that can last a lifetime 
and growing in faith. 
  

Plan now for a week at camp to be part of your summer. If you are concerned about costs, scholarships are availa-
ble. Contact Pastor Mari (316-634-0586).  
  

You can see the full Tomah Shinga schedule on their website (www.camptomahshinga.com) and can register 
now!  
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