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JOY! / Consecration Weekend 
Saturday-Sunday, November 12-13 

Together we can look ahead into the coming year with 
joy, anticipation, and renewed energy –Reformation 
Lutheran Church has been blessed with a new senior 
pastor – one of God’s mysteries revealed!  Now is our 
opportunity to pray, reflect, and discern how we can  
share our blessings – our time, talents and treasures for 
God’s mission. 
 
This year approach the task from a new angle – try 
something new, dare to grow, and reach out to make a 
difference – as a Steward of God’s Mysteries. 
 
On JOY! Weekend, November 12 and 13, we consecrate – 
we set apart, dedicate, make holy - those gifts.   You are 
invited to bring your Time & Talent inventories and your 
pledge sheets to worship this weekend as we set apart 
the gifts we have to offer.  Watch your mailboxes for 
more information in the next couple of weeks!      

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and       
stewards of God’s mysteries. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:1  

All Saints Weekend 
Saturday-Sunday, November 5-6 

      

All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, 
living and dead, who make up the body of Christ. The 
custom of commemorating all of the saints of the 
church on a single day goes back at least to the third 
century. While All Saints day brings to mind all of 
those who have supported us in our lives of faith, we 
remember especially that weekend those who have 
been baptized and those who have died in this church 
community in the past year. During worship on All 
Saints weekend –  November 5 and 6 – we will re-
member and name the following members of the 
Reformation family who strengthen and encourage 
us through their witness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those who have been given new life in Christ  
through the promises of the resurrection: 

 

+ Doris Elizabeth Steg + Shirley R. King + 
+ Betty Smith McDaniel + Carol Jean Ott + 

+ Harvey Frederick Sanders + Randall D. Fornshell + 
 

Those who have been given new life in Christ  
through the waters of baptism: 

 

+ Makayla Dawn Meikle + Logan Kane Meikle +  
+ Catherine Anne Patry + Caroline Mabel Walter +  

Welcome, Pastor Mari and Gary! 

We are so excited to welcome Pastor Mari Larson and her husband, Gary 
Werbowski, to the Reformation family as Pastor Mari begins as our senior 
pastor! They will soon be in Wichita, and could use some help moving boxes, 
hanging pictures, and doing other tasks to help them get settled. If you 
would like to help on Thursday, November 3 or Friday, November 4, sign up 
on the gold sheet in the narthex. Thanks in advance  for helping to welcome 
them to Wichita and to Reformation! 
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“Give thanks in all circumstances,”  
                  1 Thessalonians 5:18a 

 

As I write this, I am in the midst of a 
month of goodbyes, and it’s been a 
challenging time (especially when 
one woman hit me with her cane in 
protest of my departure). But I am 
thankful that leaving is difficult 
because it means that important 
work has been done and deep 
relationships were formed during 
those almost-10 years. And I am 
thankful to have had this time with 
the people who are Spirit of Joy 
Lutheran Church. 
 
A week from now, four movers will 
be here to empty the house, and I 
will be following them around with a 
vacuum to make sure the house is at 
least somewhat clean when we leave 
because it hasn’t sold yet. And I am 
thankful to have lived for a while 
with a view of the red rocks of 

Sedona (that I usually took for 
granted) in a house that we 
remodeled room by room but are 
very willing to leave behind. 
 
As we journey east and north, I am 
thankful for the new experience 
(which may not be entirely positive) 
of relocating with a cat to a 
community we didn’t know at all 3 
months ago, into a not-so-new house 
with a long list of projects to be 
done. 
 
And I am so thankful for the 
opportunity to get to know all of 
you, to work side by side with you, 
and experience all that God has in 
store for us as Reformation 
Lutheran Church! 
 
With joyful expectation, 
Pastor Mari 

Do you see that? Up at the top of 
this page? “And now a word from 
your pastors…” Yep! Pastors. 
Plural! For the first time in over 
two and a half years, Reformation 
has two full-time, called pastors! 
These are exciting times! 
 
And while we celebrate the arrival 
of Pastor Mari and her husband, 
Gary, I also want to take a moment 
to thank everyone who has been a 
part of the ongoing ministry of 
Reformation over the past couple of 
years—especially our dedicated 
staff, including Pastor Cheryl Hoops 
and Anita Dorf for their service as a 
part of our staff, and Pastor Richard 
Hoyer for his leadership of Sunday 
morning adult learning. We are 
blessed to have these folks among 
us, and I am grateful for their 
partnership in ministry.  
 

Not to steal Pastor Mari’s choice of 
scriptures, but those simple words 
from 1 Thessalonians speak 
volumes: “Give thanks in all 
circumstances…”  
 
As I look back over the past few 
years, I am thankful for so much. 
For the growth and the learning 
that took place in the midst of 
situations that would otherwise be 
difficult to be thankful for... For 
each of you who were determined 
to hang in there when things got 
tough... For all of you who stepped 
up to make sure ministry continued 
to happen in this place... For the 
love and support that you show to 
me and to one another...For a new 
partner in ministry and all that is to 
come...I give God thanks! 
 
With a grateful heart, 
Pastor Kristin  

And now a word from your pastors... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Kristin Woelk 

Associate Pastor 
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Yellow Bag Challenge 
Baking Supplies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holidays are synonymous with baking and 
building memories. This month help make 
the season special for someone else by 
donating baking supplies to the Open Door 
food pantry. Take home a yellow bag and 
fill it with flour, sugar, baking soda, salt, 
vanilla, chocolate chips, and whatever else 
makes Holiday baking special to you. 
 
Your donations will be delivered at 
month's end to Open Door. Please contact 
Christi Leewright-Patry (214-1879) with 
questions, suggestions, or to partner in 
this ministry.  
 

 
Best Times of Life 

Sondra Langel, Author 
Monday, November 14, 12:00 p.m. 

 

Best Times of Life 
(BTOL) will meet 
November 14 at   
12:00 p.m. in the 
parish hall.  Our 
member, Sondra 

Langel, author of  Wichita Artists in Their 
Studios, will share her experiences gathered 
while writing the book, which features 50 
local artists, including Reformation 
member, Rebecca Hoyer. 
 
Join us for this interesting presentation 
and bring a dish to share and your own 
table service. Please call Jolene Dougherty 
(776-2068) or Doris Moden (636-8996) 
with your reservations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Night Out  
 

 We do not meet in November because of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.  But, mark your 
calendar for our gathering on December 6 at 
Taste of Country. We’ll have wonderful food, 
fellowship and a fun gift exchange. Watch 
for more information in the December 
Refocus.   

 
 

Meals for Families With New Babies 

  

Bringing home a new baby is a time 
of joy for families, and a time of 
transition.  In order to help families 
during this time, we are restarting a 
long held Reformation tradition of 
taking meals to families in the first 
few weeks/months after the arrival 
of a new baby.  Meals can be 
homemade, purchased, or even gift 
cards for take-out.  If you are 
interested in helping with this ministry please contact Dulcinea 
Rakestraw (737-9759 ). 

 
 

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 6 at 9:45 a.m. and join 
us for this very important meeting of our congregation. We will be 
voting on leadership for the coming year. Your voice and vote 
matter. See you there! 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

Nov. 2   WELCA Board, 1:15 p.m. 
 
Nov. 7   Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Nov. 10  Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
    Hostess, Sally Fahrenthold  
    Lesson Leader, Dallas Cronk 
 
Nov. 16  Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
    Hostess, Sandy Muse 
    Lesson Leader, Eva Whetstone 

 
  Nov. 21  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 



4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
+ Thank you for 12 years of supporting the 
Wichita Ronald McDonald Houses with your 
donations of pop tabs and pull tabs from many 
canned products.  Your contributions are very 
helpful to the organization, as it provides a 
"home away from home" for out of town families 
with a hospitalized child at Wesley or Via Christi.  
The tabs translate into cash value which helps 
toward the operating expenses of the facilities. 
The pull tabs can be left in the red Ronald 
McDonald house located on the kitchen counter.  
 
 

Book Drive for Child Start 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please Join us for the Installation  

of Rev. Dr. Mari Larson 
 

November 20, 2016 

at the 11:00 a.m. service 

 

Pastor Susan Candea from the Bishop’s 

office will be with us to install Pastor Mari 

as our new Senior Pastor 

 

The service will be followed by a reception at 

12:30 p.m. to welcome Pr. Mari  

and to also Celebrate the 20th Anniversary 

of her Ordination 

 

A Barbeque Lunch will be served. 

Please bring a side dish to share. 

 When: Now through November 6 
 What: New or gently used Books for  
  young children ages 0-5 years (no  
  writing or tears) 
  
We are doing something a little different 
with Sunday School offerings this year. From 
now until November 6, those offerings will 
be designated for books for the Childstart 
program.  
 
Donations of new and gently used books (no 
tears or writing in book) will be accepted in 
the bins located in the Sunday School 
hallways on the 2nd floor and basement. Cash 
offerings are still welcome and will be used 
to purchase additional books. 

Coffee Fellowship 
 
Thank you to all of the individuals and families that 
generously donated time and refreshments for the 
Sunday "Coffee and Donuts" time over the summer. Your 
help was greatly appreciated. 
 
The Fellowship Board received a number of positive 
comments from members who said that they enjoyed the 
variety of refreshments as well as the different 
approaches taken by those who signed up.  Since this was 
a success, the Board would like to extend this approach to 
the rest of the year.  Please look for a signup sheet in the 
narthex where individuals or families may sign up to 
provide refreshments on the first Sunday of each month, 
beginning on November 6.   
 
Take this opportunity to share a favorite recipe, food 
type, or just liven things up with your unique style.  If you 
have any questions, please contact a member of the 
Fellowship Board. 
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Stephen Ministry 

 
The people asked, "Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give a drink to you? When 
did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you or naked and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?" 
     

Jesus answered, "Just as you did it to one of the least of 
these, you did it to me."   
    
Stephen Ministers work to carry out Jesus' example of 
caring by providing Christian care giving to those 
going through difficult times. 
 
Stephen Ministry is confidential; identity and 
interactions between care giver and receiver remain 
private. If you or a friend is facing difficult times, call 
one of the following Stephen Ministers for information: 
Anita Dorf (210-9121), David Dorf (208-4060) 
Lotus Gerards (683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101) 
 

Book Club 
 
The Reformation Book Club will 
meet on Tuesday, November 15, 
to discuss Girl Waits with Gun by 
Amy Stewart. 

Please join us at Panera, 1605 N. Rock Road at 7 p.m. 
For additional information, contact Marsha Sears (634-
6101). 

 

Welcome, Director of Choirs,  
Kristal Kutler! 

 
Kristal A. Cutler is 
thrilled to be the 
Director of Choirs at 
Reformation 
Lutheran Church! 
Kristal started her 
music journey at the 
age of four and is 
grateful to her 
parents and teachers 
for giving her the gift 
of music all those 
years ago! For the 
past 32 years, Kristal 
has enjoyed directing 
and teaching music in 
various genres 

(choral, instrumental, and theatre) privately and 
professionally. She earned both a bachelor’s degree in 
music education, choral/instrumental, and a Master of 
Arts in Teaching from Friends University of Wichita, 
Kansas. Kristal also completed all but her dissertation 
in Ed.D. Organization & Leadership from Shenandoah 
University in Winchester, Virginia. She continues to 
cultivate her education and is currently working on 
her Professional Masters of Business Administration 
degree at Friends University. 
 
Kristal teaches at Wichita Southeast High School and is 
the Director of Instrumental Music. She instructs over 
200 students in band, orchestra, and jazz band. Since 
her arrival in 2012, all of the SEHS instrumental music 
programs have doubled in the number of student 
participants and all programs have enjoyed achieving 
superior ratings in competition at both district and 
state levels. 
 
Kristal and her husband, Robert, appreciate living in 
Wichita. They have four adult children and four 
grandchildren (soon to be five grandchildren!) and 
one cat. When not teaching, parenting, and/or grand 
parenting, Kristal and Rob love going to the movies, 
riding bikes, and making music! 
 
“Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in 
his mighty heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; praise 
him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding 
of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him 
with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings and pipe, 
praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with 
resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise 
the Lord. Praise the Lord!” – Psalm 150 

 Budget Actual 2015 

Income 358,275 325,439 335,466 

Expenses 364,177 318,005 322,819 

Income Less 

Expense 

(5,902) 7,434 12,647 

Average Sept. 

Attendance  

2016 

199 

2015 

190 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 

As of September 30, 2016 
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Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 

 

Please e-mail or leave in the office mailbox. 

 

Deadline for the December Re-Focus  is November 15.  

Christmas Wishes for the  
Wichita Children’s Home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Christmas season, the Service Board is once 
again organizing a donation drive to help support the 
Wichita Children’s Home. The home provides 
emergency, temporary residential services to 
children birth to 22 years of age. Each year the home 
provides care and safety to thousands of children in 
our community.  
 
Help us by donating items that they need throughout 
the year, or a toy/ small gift that can be given to 
children coming to the home during the Christmas 
season. Every child that comes to the home receives a 
blanket, so that is always an item in high demand. 
Individually packaged snack items are also a high 
need item which are shared with their program 
which assists homeless youth in our community. 
 
There will be angels on a tree in the narthex with lists 
of needed items. Feel free to take an angel or two 
with you as a reminder. There will also be a complete 
list of wish items as well. The tree will go up the week 
of November 21. 
 
The Service Board plans to deliver items to the 
Children’s Home on December 21, so we need 
donations dropped off by second service on Sunday, 
December 18. 
 
Thank-you for your support and if you have 
questions, please contact a member of the Service 
Board. 

Special Area Ministry 5 Gathering 
 

November 13 is a Special Area Ministry 5 Gathering 
with Synod Staff.  Register Online Now!    
 
Join Pastors and Lay People from Area 5 at Gloria Dei on 
November 13 from 3-6 p.m.  “We Are Church Together 
for the Sake of the World.”  What Does It Mean to Really 
Live Into This?   
 
When Bishop Eaton reminds us of our church-wide 
mission, does this question come to mind?  Join Bishop 
Gustafson and other synod staff as we gather on a 
Sunday afternoon to explore what it means to be Church 
Together and how Giving in Hope strengthens our 
connection with each other.  Please register now to 
reserve your space and dinner:                                                                             
(http://www.css-elca.org/area-ministry-gatherings). 
 

 

State Fair Youth Lock-In     

Twenty youth and sponsors from Emanuel, Zion and   
Reformation participated in the State Fair Lock-in 
hosted by Emanuel on September 17. At the fair, 
activities included indulging in the infamous BBQ 
Parfait, checking out award winning hay and petting 
Channel 12's Millie the Weather Dog. Afterwards, they 
spent the night at Emanuel Lutheran Church (thanks 
Pastor Tim Carey for being a gracious host), where they 
burned the midnight oil performing skits, playing 
games, eating snacks and watching movies! Pictured 
here are the Reformation high schoolers Katie Hobart, 
Sophie Bachman, Libby Weaver, guest Elizabeth 
Spencer and youth sponsor Marcia Werts,  who all had a 
great time. 
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Weekend Worship  
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m. 
  Learning for All Ages, 9:45 a.m.  
                  Worship, 11:00 a.m.  
                               
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
  
Nancy Martin, Organ and Piano                    

 
Eric Shumaker, Rise Coordinator 

 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 
       
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
Jeri Leis, Childcare Provider 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
& Pie Social 

Wednesday, November 23,  
7:00 p.m. 

 

Praising God and eating pie.  
It doesn’t get much better than 
that combo on Thanksgiving 
Eve. We will gather for worship 
at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 23 to thank and 
praise God for the abundant 
blessings in our lives, and then 

move into the Parish Hall to enjoy some of those 
blessings – pie and fellowship with one another! 
Bring friends and family, and bring a pie. We are 
asking each family who attends to bring a pie, pre-
sliced, to share. Any extra pies will, in turn, be 
shared with our brothers and sisters at the Wichita 
Children’s Home. 


