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Advent and Christmas  
Worship Schedule 

 

Advent Worship 
Wednesdays, November 30,  

December 7,14, 21 
 Worship at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and gather in this season of darkness as 
we prepare for the coming Light of Christ. Plan 
to make space to  pray and sing together as we 
journey with hope, courage and joy. For more 

information, see the article to the right. 
 
 

Christmas Eve  
December 24 

5:30 p.m.  
This service will include carols  
led by the Rise music ensemble,  

Holy Communion, a children’s message            
and candle lighting.  

 
8:00 p.m.    

This service will include carols led by the organ, 
piano, parish choir and hand bell choir, Holy 

Communion, a children’s message and candle 
lighting.  

 

Christmas Day  
December 25, 10:00 a.m. 

A service of lessons & carols  
with Holy Communion. 

A Night in Bethlehem! 
Sunday, December 11, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

During this Bible-times Christmas 
event for families, you will 
wander through a bustling 
Bethlehem marketplace and 
discover what life was like when 
Jesus was born. Unlike your 
typical “living Nativity,” everyone 
will create unique keepsakes as 
they interact with local 
shopkeepers who share the 
Christmas story. And…you’ll love 
talking to Mary and Joseph in The Stable—and hearing 
about the miracle of Jesus’ birth. Through these hands-on 
experiences you’ll find out about the most important baby 
ever—and learn that Jesus came to save us. We will begin 
with a light supper,  followed by a Christmas sing-along, and 
finally explore the town of Bethlehem. All are welcome! You 
don’t want to miss this! 

 

Midweek Advent Worship: 
Something is About to Happen 

Wednesdays, November 30,  
December 7, 14, and 21 

7:00 p.m. 
 

“Something is About to 
Happen” is our midweek 
worship theme this Advent.   
As a congregation, we know 
something about waiting in 
anticipation, and on a much 
larger scale, that’s what the 
season of Advent is about, 
waiting for the revealing of 
God’s mysteries.   
 
Our worship on Wednesday 
evenings will be anchored in 
Holden Evening Prayer, as we gather together in joyful 
anticipation. Join us November 30; December 7, 14, and 21 
at 7:00 p.m. for Advent Worship because something IS about 
to happen! 
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When I was a child, the four weeks of 
Advent seemed excruciatingly long.  
We kept an Advent wreath on the table 
and lit the candles each evening.  I 
delighted in the pink candle being lit 
because it meant Christmas would 
soon be here. 
 
It’s a different world today; Christmas 
countdowns and merchandise appear 
in September.  Last year, I distinctly 
heard “Frosty the Snowman” over the 
sound system in my favorite retailer 
(in Arizona) in early November. 
 
It is at this time of year that I most 
think of adiaphora.  “Adiaphora” 
basically means the unessentials.  In its 
origins, it referred to the extra things 
we add to the salvation equation (like 
how much water is used in baptism), 
but it has come to also mean the fluff in 
our lives.  Christmas comes with a lot 
of fluff.   
 
We each have sounds, sights, smells, 
and tastes that make our Christmas 
complete.  Lefse and fruitcake  

appear in stores; unfortunately, so 
does lutefisk.  Families pick the perfect 
tree.  Lights are hung.  Carols are sung.  
Parties are held.  It is truly the most 
wonderful time of the year! 
 
But if the fast-growing adiaphora is 
pushing the Christ child out of your 
Christmas, this might also be a 
wonderful time to re-focus and re-
center.  Come experience the beauty of 
Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday 
evenings.  Take a look at the first 
chapters of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John to see how they viewed the 
coming of Christ.  Sing Christmas 
hymns at the top of your lungs in the 
privacy or your car or shower.  And 
invite your friends, neighbors, and 
family members to join you in worship 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas 
morning.  As stewards of God’s 
mysteries, let’s fill the sanctuary to 
welcome the Christ child into the 
world! 
 
With Advent Hope and Christmas Joy,    
    Pastor Mari         

 
 

With Advent Hope 
and 

Christmas Joy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maybe you have heard bits and pieces 
about me taking a sabbatical, or maybe 
this is the first you are hearing of it. Ei-
ther way, we wanted to fill you in on the 
details.  

Reformation’s personnel policies allow 
for a sabbatical of up to three months 
after five years of service to Refor-
mation. As those policies state, “While 
continuing education on an annual basis 
provides regular short-term opportuni-
ties for growth in learning, an extended 
study leave provides the needed oppor-
tunity for in-depth learning and renew-
al, free from current responsibilities, 
following a length of service to the par-
ish. An extended study leave should be 
holistic, including time for prayer, re-
flection, relaxation and refreshment of 
body and spirit, as well as further devel-
oping gifts for future ministry.”  

 

In conversations with the council about 
welcoming a new senior pastor, one of 
the ideas we talked about was a sabbati-
cal for me. As I step away from day-to-
day ministry for those three months, 
Pastor Mari will have her hands full. I 
encourage you all to step up and step 
into the gaps, just as you did during our 
two and a half years between senior 
pastors.  

My sabbatical will begin on January 9, 
after a sabbatical sending in worship the 
weekend of January 7-8. I will return on 
April 9, Palm Sunday, just in time to 
walk through Holy Week and celebrate 
Easter with all of you. During my time 
away, I will be doing the important 
work of rest and renewal, while also 
studying more about children and fami-
ly ministry. Thank you in advance for 
this holy time. 

God’s peace & joy,   
Pastor Kristin 

 

What is this I hear 

about a Sabbatical? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Kristin Woelk 
Associate Pastor 
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Yellow Bag Challenge 
Baby Related 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the month of December we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. In honor of Jesus as a 
baby, this month's Yellow Bag Challenge is 
all things baby-related! Jars of baby food, 
baby cereal, diapers, formula, anything 
that might help a baby in need. These baby 
items will help another baby during this 
special season! 
 
Drop donations off in the grocery cart in 
the parish hall. They will be delivered at 
month's end to Open Door. Please contact 
Christi Leewright-Patry (214-1879) with 
questions, suggestions, or to partner in 
this ministry.  
 

 
Best Times of Life 

Monday, December 12, 12:00 p.m. 
Corky Siebert, Musical Savant 

 

Best Times of Life 
(BTOL) will meet 
December 12 at 12:00 
p.m. in the parish hall. 
Corky Siebert-who is a 

musical savant - blind from birth and can 
play anything he has heard on the radio or 
in his life, will share his life story with 
us. He will be 
accompanied to our meeting by Marty 
Rothwell from the ARC of Sedgwick 
County. 
 
Please join us and bring a dish to share 
and your own table service. Call 
Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or Doris 
Moden (636-8996) with your 
reservations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Night Out  

 Please join us for a Christmas celebration 
with dinner at Taste of Country, in the home 
of Charlene Towne. Enjoy her festive 
decorations, wonderful food and of course 
great fellowship. It will be December 6, at  
6:30 p.m. If you wish to carpool, meet at the 
church at 6:00 p.m.  We will be having a fun 
gift exchange so bring a wrapped gift ($10-

15) if you want to participate. Please let Martha Deines (214-
4414 ) by December 5 if you plan to attend.   
 

 

Meals for Families With New Babies 

  

Bringing home a new baby is a time of joy for families, and a time of 
transition. In order to help 
families during this time, we 
are restarting a long held 
Reformation tradition of 
taking meals to families in 
the first few weeks/months 
after the arrival of a new 
baby.   

Meals can be homemade, 
purchased, or even gift cards 

for take-out.  If you are interested 
in helping with this ministry 
please contact Dulcinea Rakestraw 
(737-9759 ). 
 
 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

Dec. 5   Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Dec. 7   WELCA Board, 1:15 p.m. 
 
Dec. 8   Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
    Hostess, Jolene Dougherty  
    Lesson Leader, Dallas Cronk 
 
Dec. 19  Blanket Makers, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Dec. 21  Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
    Hostess, Lotus Gerards   
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Treasures Galore!  

A ceramic E.T. sculpture. 
Perfume bottles in the 
shapes of dogs. Glassware. 
Baskets. Craft supplies. All 
those things that may have 
been “trash” to you, have 
become someone else’s 
treasures!  
 
Reformation’s High School 
Youth and Youth Ministry 
Team give a gigantic 
“Thank you!” to our 
amazing church family! 
Through your generous 
donations, hours of 
organizing, pricing, 
haggling and shopping, the 
Garage Sale fundraiser was 
once again a huge success, 
raising $7,738.36!  
 
An extra special thanks to 
all who gave so much of 
their time to make this 
event so successful! Funds 
raised will help our high 
school youth attend the 
ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Houston in 2018, as well as 
the synod youth gathering 
in December, and other 
summer mission trips. 

Childstart Book Drive and  
                                God’s Global Barnyard   

 

Since Sunday School began in September, 
we have been collecting new or lightly 
used children's books for ChildStart as a 
part of our Sunday School offerings. You 
can see the generosity of the people (and 
especially children!) of Reformation in 
this picture. When Anne from ChildStart 
came to pick up our donations, she was amazed at how many books we had 
collected. In her words: "Thank you for the generous contribution of books for 
young children enrolled in our programs. The congregation's commitment to 
improving young lives is awe-inspiring. Thank you for help us achieve our mission 
of preparing young children for lifelong success!" What a great way to share God’s 
love! 

From mid-November to mid-February, Sunday School offerings will be designated 
for God’s Global Barnyard. Through this program of the ELCA, animals are 
provided for families in need. These animals can provide food to eat, fertilizer to 
grow crops and offspring to sell on the market. Each gift can help a family escape 
the cycle of hunger and poverty for good. Each Sunday School class will be able to 
choose their own goal – will they decide to try to raise enough money to purchase 
a goat for a family in need? Or a couple of beehives? Maybe a sheep or a cow? Keep 
an eye on the bulletin board in the hallway for updates!  

Camp Tomah Shinga Quilt Auction  
 

Results are in for the 2016 Quilt Auction! With a 
record of over 140 quilts auctioned off this year and 
thanks to some wonderful donors, bidders, and a 
50% match, the total raised was just over (drum 
roll, please) $22,000.00! That is a record for us over 
the last few years – maybe even in the history of the 
quilt auction. 
 
Reformation was a big part of the success of that 

day! The top seller of the day was the Reformation Blanket Maker’s “Starry Night.” 
The quilt top was created by Reformation member Doris Rice, and donated to the 
blanket makers by her son, Mark, after her death. The blanket makers finished the 
quilt and donated it to the auction. Mark was there to purchase this beautiful 
creation that his mom began, and after a hard-fought auction battle, went home 
with it. There were a number of other quilts donated by our blanket makers, as 
well as Reformation members Leslie English and Sally Livingston. All totaled, the 
16 quilts donated by Reformation raised $1,425 of the quilt total of just over 
$11,000. That includes a blanket makers quilt that was purchased by a 
Reformation member, and added to the welcome basket that Pastor Mari and Gary 
received on their first weekend here! 
 
Tomah Shinga extends a huge thank you to all the volunteers that made this day 
come together! The money raised will allow Tomah Shinga to continue to provide 
scholarships to allow all children to attend summer camp. Thank you for all the 
hard work, support, and prayers that have continued to make this ministry thrive! 
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Stephen Ministry 

 
Merry Christmas, "maybe."  Not 
everyone welcomes the Christmas 
season with joy.  For people dealing 
with loss, sadness, grief, stress, or 
loneliness, the holidays can be a time 
of dread.  The season rings hollow. 
 
Stephen Ministry provides 

confidential one-to-one ministry; identity and 
interactions between care giver and care receiver 
remain private. Stephen Ministers seek to bring 
Christ's healing love to people who are lonely, grieving, 
ill, or stressed.  If you or someone you know could 
benefit from this service during the holiday season, 
call one of the following Stephen Leaders for 
information:  Anita Dorf (210-9121), David Dorf (208-
4060), Lotus Gerards (683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-
6101).   
 

 

Holiday Progressive Dinner Update  

The Fellowship Ministry Board has decided to take a 
break from the Progressive Dinner this year with the 
possibility of adding a social event at a less hectic time. 
As this very small committee moves forward in 
coordinating events for the upcoming year, please 
consider joining them in planning everything from 
congregational meals to making sure donuts are on the 
table each Sunday. Please email Debbie  in the office or 
let a council member know if you are interested in 
serving on the Fellowship Ministry Board. 

 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
 
Thank you to all of the 
individuals and families that 
generously donated time and 
refreshments for the Sunday 
"Coffee and Donuts" time over 
the summer.  
 
The Fellowship Board received a number of positive 
comments from members who said that they enjoyed 
the variety of refreshments.  Since this was a success, 
the Board would like to extend this approach to the 
rest of the year.  Please look for a signup sheet in the 
narthex where individuals or families may sign up to 
provide refreshments on the first Sunday of each 
month.  Take this opportunity to share a favorite 
recipe, food type, or just liven things up with your 
unique style.  If you have any questions, please contact 
a member of the Fellowship Board. 
 

 

2017 Leadership 

The  semi-annual meeting of the congregation was 
held on Sunday, November 6, 2016. 

Elected to Church Council: (3 year terms unless 
otherwise noted.) 

 Jon Bruntz 
 Andrea Fuller   (2 year term) 
 Suzanne Koch 
 Karen Pfeiffer 
 Chris Steward 
 
Elected to Endowments and Memorials:  (3 year terms 
unless otherwise noted.) 

 Susayn Brandes 
 Ruth Ann Koepsel  (2 year term) 
 Pam Lyford 
 
Elected Synod Assembly Lay Voting Members: (1 year 
term) 
 

 Tim and Anjanette Allbritten 
 Katie Hobart 
 Ken Hobart and Marcia Werts 
 
Nominating Committee:  (1 year term)  

 Anita Dorf 
 Michelle Horter 
 Bob Leake 
 Kylie Stupka 

 Budget Actual 2015 

Income 398,083 363,475 362,541 

Expenses 404,641 357,105 360,383 

Income Less 

Expense 

(6,558) 6,370 2,158 

Average Oct. At-

tendance  

2016 

192 

2015 

210 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 

As of October 31, 2016 
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Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 

 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 

 

Deadline for the January Re-Focus  is December 15.  

Christmas Wishes for the  
Wichita Children’s Home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Christmas season, the Service Board is once 
again organizing a donation drive to help support the 
Wichita Children’s Home. The home provides 
emergency, temporary residential services to 
children birth to 22 years of age. Each year the home 
provides care and safety to thousands of children in 
our community.  
 
Help us by donating items that they need throughout 
the year, or a toy/ small gift that can be given to 
children coming to the home during the Christmas 
season. Every child that comes to the home receives a 
blanket, so that is always an item in high demand. 
Individually packaged snack items are also a high 
need item which are shared with their program 
which assists homeless youth in our community. 
 
There will be angels on a tree in the narthex with lists 
of needed items. Feel free to take an angel or two 
with you as a reminder. There will also be a complete 
list of wish items as well.  
 
The Service Board plans to deliver items to the 
Children’s Home on December 21, so we need 
donations dropped off by second service on Sunday, 
December 18. 
 
Thank-you for your support and if you have 
questions, please contact a member of the Service 
Board. 
  
Pam Lyford 
 

What’cha Lookin’ For? 
Sunday Adult Learning 

9:45 a.m. Beginning Sunday, November 27 

 
That’s Advent’s question: 
what are we looking 
for?  Presents, parties 
and family feasts won’t 
satisfy our longing.  Life 
is like an unresolved 
chord—it doesn’t sound 
right.  It’s not 
finished.  There’s a 
tension as we wait for the 
chord to be resolved, as 
they say.  And when it is, 

then we are satisfied, our expectation is fulfilled. 
 
Like the ancient witch of Endor, we’re going to (pretend 
to) call up from the dead four people who might help us 
figure out just what it is we’re looking for.  In the Adult 
Bible Class, that is, Sunday mornings, 9:45 - 10:45, in the 
Conference Room, farthest left in the narthex after you 
enter the door. 
 
Moses will be one of them, who brought Israel out of 
slavery to the promised land via Mt. Sinai and the Ten 
Commandments.  David, Israel’s greatest king, whose 
son would be the Messiah, is another.  The third is the 
Prophet Isaiah, whose promises set our chancel ringing 
throughout Advent.  The last one is the Doorkeeper 
whom the Master puts in charge of his servants while 
he’s gone. 
 
You’ll find the conversations helpful, an answer to our 
Advent Hymn, 
        Our Hope and Expectation 
        O Jesus, now appear; 
        Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
        O’er this benighted sphere. 
        With hearts and hands uplifted, 
        We plead, O Lord, o see 
       The Day of earth’s redemption, 
       That sets your people free! 
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+ Thank you so much for our 

wonderful month of welcome!  
Thanks to those who helped us 
unpack, those who brought 
food (and a dumpster), the gifts 

at the Annual Meeting, the 
installation/20th ordination 
anniversary potluck, and the 
custom-made stole!  Thanks 

also for your patience as I learn 
RLC’s passions and traditions.  

Pastor Mari Larson 

 

+ We are thankful 
for the 

musicianship of 
Eric Shumaker 
who is leaving the 

position of Rise 
Coordinator at the 

end of November. Join us on 
November 27 at 9:30 a.m. for a 
reception in his honor. We 

send him forth with our 

prayers and blessings. 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

 Orders are 
being taken for 
poinsettias to 
decorate the 
sanctuary for 
Christmas. 
Envelopes for 

your order and payment are 
available in the narthex on the 
ushers’ stand. Cost is $13.00  
for  a 5” plant with 4-6 blooms. 
Deadline to order is 
November 30 which is right 
around the corner so order 
yours soon.  

Is a Reformation Tour of Germany in Your Future? 
 

Interested in historic places?  Wondering 
where it all began?  The 500th Anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation is upon us, 
and what better way to celebrate than a 
tour of its birthplace. 

The Learning Board has identified a 
potential tour through Educational 
Opportunities from November 11-20, 2017 
to bring the celebration alive.  The tour 
begins with a cruise on the Rhine River Amsterdam 
to Heidelberg and Speyer aboard the AmaVerde.  It inclues stops at multiple 
destinations.  After disembarking from the ship, the group will travel by land to 
Wartburg Castle, Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben and Wittenberg.  Finally, the trip 
includes an optional tour of Berlin before returning to the USA. 

If you are interested in the tour, please let Debbie or a learning board member 
(Susayn Brandes, Meegan Jowdy, Anjanette Allbritten, Katie Hobart, Dallas 
Rakestraw, Tina Alstrom or Pastor Kristin) know.  Debbie has brochures 
available in the office as well.  If you want to check out some details in the 
meantime, please visit. http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-
rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q.  

 

The Learning Board  

 

Confirmation 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our new confirmands who are wearing the stoles they made 
for their confirmation on October 30, 2016. Pictured are: front row: Pastor 
Kristin, Michaela Schrader, Kierra Koeber, Bridget Greb, back row: Tristen 
Saunders, Connor Hultman, Alex Holzrichter, and Brigdon Stupka.  

 

All reports to be included in the  
Annual Report of the Congregation for 2016  

are due by January 2, 2017.  
Please e-mail your reports to Debbie .  

Wartburg Castle 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q

