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Well, here we are, less than two months 
into my tenure.  At this point, I would fail 
any test that required name recognition, 
and I certainly don’t yet know all of the 
“who does what’s, but we’re going forward 
into that mysterious time when the office 
next to mine is dark and I can’t just text my 
questions about RLC procedures to 
someone I know will answer quickly and 
succinctly. 
 
From the outside, Sabbatical looks a lot like 
a pastoral vacancy (which you know a lot 
about!), but since I do not yet know you 
like Pastor Kristin does, it will be different.  
Here are a few important things you need 
to know:   
My cell phone number is (see printed 
copy).  You probably don’t have that saved 
to your phone yet (because you have 
Pastor Kristin’s number) but for the next 
three months, if you need a pastor, you 
need to call my number rather than hers.  
She won’t respond; I will.  I may not 

initially know all of the answers to all of 
your questions, but I will find them!  What 
I lack in knowledge, I make up for in 
determination. 
I’m often in the office early and not often in 
the office late.  (That’s because I function 
better in the morning.)  This doesn’t mean 
that you can’t call or text in the evening, it 
just means that I may be watching a 
Criminal Minds re-run when you call. 
 
Almost everything will continue to go on as 
it has.  We have some incredible lay leaders 
in this church (and it doesn’t hurt to have 
parishes nurses, a PMA, and some retired 
pastors among us either) who handle many 
things new and will continue to do so. 
 
We’ll journey together through Epiphany 
and most of Lent, and we may be tempted 
(or at least I may be) to wave my palm 
branch in Pastor Kristin’s direction on her 
first day back and say, “Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

 

What Sabbatical  
Means to Reformation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

 

As the reality of three months away from 
the day-to-day of ministry begins to sink in, 
I find myself a bit torn. I am extremely 
grateful for the opportunity to take a sab-
batical – and for all who are helping to make 
it happen by stepping into the gaps that will 
be left by my absence. I’m finding that filling 
those gaps has been much easier than I orig-
inally expected, which might be a hit to my 
ego if it weren’t for the realization that so 
many of you have been stepping into the 
gaps for the past couple of years that we 
have been without a senior pastor, and will 
continue to do so during my sabbatical.  

I am also excited about the opportunity to 
read, relax and rejuvenate. I am looking for-
ward to taking this time to slow down and 
be refueled through study, fun, and time 
with family and friends.  

But as the time draws closer, I am realizing 
that it will also be difficult for me to be away 
from all of you. I will miss you, and miss do-
ing ministry with you during these few 
months. And so, for me and for you, there 
are suggested boundaries to help us both 
get the most out of this time. To prepare us 
all for January 9-April 8, here is what you 
can expect: 

 You will not see me at church. That 
might seem like a given, but I didn’t 
want anyone to be surprised that I 
won’t just be sitting in a pew instead of 

up front. And you will likely not see Ste-
ven either. We are looking forward to 
the opportunity to worship together 
during this time – a novelty for most 
pastors. 

 I will not be answering my cell phone. 
Pastor Mari is here and ready to help in 
whatever way she can. She has included 
her cell phone number above. So, 
whether it is a pastoral care need or a 
question about how to do something, 
she is the one to call. 

 I will not be answering emails. If any 
contact with me is needed, Pastor Mari 
will be able to reach me. She can handle 
everything you need, and I trust will use 
her best judgment in making decisions 
about contacting me. 

 I won’t be on social media. This one es-
pecially is for me as much as it is for any 
of you. As I mentioned above, it will be 
difficult for me to be away from all of 
you, and social media will too easily 
draw me into your lives when I am sup-
posed to be taking a step back. 

All of that may seem a bit harsh, but it is the 
only way to really have this time “away.” 
Time that I am trusting will deliver me back 
to my office and all of you refreshed and 
reenergized for ministry in this place.  

Thank you all for this gift of time. Time to 
relax. Time to study. Time to pray. Time to 
be filled and refueled.  

 

Three Months Away 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Kristin Woelk 

Associate Pastor 
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Yellow Bag Challenge 
Canned Goods 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is a New Year! 2017 is full of hope and 
promise. We CAN make a difference in the 
lives of others and take steps to feed 
Wichita's hungry. This month, 
Reformation will collect canned foods. 
Canned- fruits, veggies, soups, meats,             
beans - whatever comes in a can. These 
items are staples in preparing meals and 
are always needed. Together we CAN 
make a difference! 
  
Your donations will be delivered at 
month's end to Open Door. Please contact 
Christi Leewright Patry (214-1879) with 
questions, suggestions, or to partner in 
this ministry.  
 

 
Best Times of Life 

      (all over 55 years of age are welcome) 

 

BTOL (Best  
Times of Life) 
will meet 
January 9 at 
12:00 p.m.  In 
the parish hall. 
 

Becky Tanner, from the Wichita Eagle, will 
present a program about Kansas, as we 
celebrate Kansas’s Birthday in January. 
 
Come join us in the New Year. Bring a 
covered dish and your own table service. 
Please call either Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Doris Moden (636-8996) with 
your reservations.  

 

 

 

 

Women’s Night Out  

 Women’s Night Out – All women are welcome 
to join us for an evening of good conversation 
and food at Mediterranean Grill, 335 S. Towne 
East Mall Drive, just west of Towne East 
Mall.  We will meet on Tuesday January 24 at 
6:30.p.m. We would love to see you there! 
Please contact Martha Deines (214-4414   by 
Monday, January 23 if you would like to join 
us. 

 

 

 

 

Meals for Families With New Babies 

  

Bringing home a new baby 
is a time of joy for families, 
and a time of transition. In 
order to help families 
during this time, we are 
restarting a long held 
Reformation tradition of 
taking meals to families in 
the first few weeks/months 
after the arrival of a new 

baby.   

Meals can be homemade, 
purchased, or even gift cards for 
take-out.  If you are interested in 
helping with this ministry please 
contact Dulcinea Rakestraw  
(737-9759 ). 
 
 

 

Women of Reformation  
All activities are held at the church. 

 
January 12 Rebecca Circle, 9:30am 
 

January 16 Blanket Makers, 9:00am 
 

January 18 Dorcas Circle, 1:30pm 
 

January 30 Blanket Makers, 9:30am 
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Stephen Ministry: 

Heavenly Father, 

At the beginning of this new year we 
offer to you our lives. 

Take our voices, may our words express 
encouragement and kindness. 

Take our hands, may their work be 
helpful and generous. 

Take our feet, may their journeys be led by your Holy 
Spirit. 

Take our lives, may our shared faith bring hope and 
love. 

    Stephen Ministry provides confidential one-to-one 
ministry; identity and interactions between care giver 
and care receiver remain private. Stephen Ministers 
seek to bring Christ's healing love to people who are 
lonely, grieving, ill, or stressed.  If you or someone you 
know could benefit from this service, call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for information:  Anita Dorf 
(210-9121), David Dorf (208-4060), Lotus Gerards 
(683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101).     

  

Alzheimer's Association Presentation  
January 9 

Learn strategies that will enable you to connect and 
communicate with your loved one at each stage of 
dementia. Breana Jones of the Alzheimer's Association, 
will help us explore communication techniques that 
will teach us to decode the verbal and behavioral 
messages delivered by someone with dementia.  We 
will meet at 7:00 p.m., Monday, January 9, in the Parish 
Hall.  

Coffee Fellowship 
 
Thank you to all of the 
individuals and families that 
generously donated time and 
refreshments for the Sunday 
"Coffee and Donuts" time. 
 
Please look for a signup sheet on 
the pillar in the narthex where individuals or families 
may sign up to provide refreshments on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Take this opportunity to share 
a favorite recipe, food type, or just liven things up with 
your unique style.  If you have any questions, please 
contact a member of the Fellowship Board. 
 

 

 

 

 

2017 Leadership 

The  semi-annual meeting of the congregation was 
held on Sunday, November 6, 2016. 

Elected to Church Council: (3 year terms unless 
otherwise noted.) 

 Jon Bruntz 
 Andrea Fuller   (2 year term) 
 Suzanne Koch 
 Karen Pfeiffer 
 Chris Steward 
 
Elected to Endowments and Memorials:  (3 year terms 
unless otherwise noted.) 

 Susayn Brandes 
 Ruth Ann Koepsel  (2 year term) 
 Pam Lyford 
 
Elected Synod Assembly Lay Voting Members: (1 year 
term) 
 

 Tim and Anjanette Allbritten 
 Katie Hobart 
 Ken Hobart and Marcia Werts 
 
Nominating Committee:  (1 year term)  

 Anita Dorf 
 Michelle Horter 
 Bob Leake 
 Kylie Stupka 

 Budget Actual 2015 

Income 437,892 398,376 408,903 

Expenses 445.105 392,440 397,844 

Income Less 

Expense 

(7,213) 5936 11,059 

Average Nov. 

Attendance  

2016 

226 

2015 

175 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 

As of November 30, 2016 
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Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 

 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 

 

Deadline for the February Re-Focus  is January 15.  

Thank you for your gifts for 
Wichita Children’s Home! 

It took several carloads to bring 
everything you had given.   

Thanks for your support of this 
important project! 
The Service Board 

Newton Medical Center is sponsoring Life Line Screening 
at Reformation on Thursday, February 2.  This is open to 
all, but pre-registration is required.  Please call  
1-888-653-6450 or go to  
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners  
to register and receive a $10 discount. 
 

Key rise factors include:  age 55+, High Blood Pressure, 
High Cholesterol, Diabetes, obesity, tobacco usage, family 
history of cardiovascular disease or stroke. 
 

The Screenings Available: 
 Carotid Artery (Plaque) Screening, 
 Heart Rhythm Screening (Atrial Fibrillation),  
 Abdominal Aortic  Aneurysm Screening, 
 Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) Screening, 
 Osteoporosis Risk Assessment. 
 

The first 4 tests are included in Package 1 for $139. 
All 5 tests are included in  Package 2 for $149. 

         Chrismons   
 
Our chrismons (tree ornaments) are 
slowly breaking and falling apart.  
This is a special tradition, which will 
continue with the help of our youth, 

but we need to retire the chrismons which are 
currently on the sanctuary trees.  Many years ago, 
women of this church worked with styrofoam, beads, 
lace, pins and wire to make these special ornaments.  
They have sentimental worth much greater than their 
monetary value.  Because of that, we want to offer 
them to you.  If you’d like one, please take it from the 
tree.  When we take the trees down, we will save the 
remainder of the chrismons for a few months so that 
everyone who wants one receives one. 

Our sound system is installed, and we are now in the process of training people 
to run it on Sundays.  If you are interested in learning about the sound system, 
please call the church office or contact Gene Bowers:   
 
 
The sound system comes with assisted  listening devices which, we are told, 
amplify the sound much better than the previous devices.  One member said 
that worship had never sounded as good as it did with the new device!  See an 
usher if you’d like to use one. 

Recent Baptisms 
 

Merrick Pippitt 
Harrison Conyers 
Desi Roo Morales 

Recent Funerals 
 

Dorla Alseike 
Linda Brantner 

Tawnya (Bunting) Flowers 
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+ I am so touched by the love of 
this family shown in the love 
offering given to me. "Thank 
you" is inadequate but truly 
heartfelt. God bless and keep 
this amazing church family.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

     Anita Dorf   
 
+  Thanks to all my 
Reformation family that took 
the time to keep me in your 
prayers for healing and 
strength plus all of your calls 
and cards. Rehab was hard 
work but I enjoyed seeing lots 
of friendly faces. After 
returning home the continued 
support and donations of meals 
were greatly appreciated by all. 
A special thanks to our parish 
nurses, Barbara Lee and Jette 
Mortensen for being with my 
family before and after my 
surgery and daily visits during 
rehab. Time and 
encouragement does go 
together and this too shall pass. 
 

      Thank you all again for your 
      heartfelt encouragement,       
     Kathy Drake 

Is a Reformation Tour of Germany in Your Future? 
 

Interested in historic places?  Wondering 
where it all began?  The 500th Anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation is upon us, 
and what better way to celebrate than a 
tour of its birthplace. 

The Learning Board has identified a 
potential tour through Educational 
Opportunities from November 11-20, 2017 
to bring the celebration alive.  The tour 
begins with a cruise on the Rhine River Amsterdam 
to Heidelberg and Speyer aboard the AmaVerde.  It inclues stops at multiple 
destinations.  After disembarking from the ship, the group will travel by land to 
Wartburg Castle, Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben and Wittenberg.  Finally, the trip 
includes an optional tour of Berlin before returning to the USA. 

If you are interested in the tour, please let Debbie or a learning board member 
(Susayn Brandes, Meegan Jowdy, Anjanette Allbritten, Katie Hobart, Dallas 
Rakestraw, Tina Alstrom or Pastor Kristin) know.  Debbie has brochures 
available in the office as well.  If you want to check out some details in the 
meantime, please visit. http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-
rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q.  

 

The Learning Board  

 

 

 
 
 
 

All reports to be included in the  
Annual Report of the Congregation for 2016  

were due yesterday, but we are a grace-filled church, so we’ll give you until 
Friday, January 6. 

Please e-mail your reports to Debbie  
 
 
 

Thanks for your donations of animals  
through the ELCA Good Gifts program! 

Wartburg Castle 

 

 

    It’s that time of  
   year again; no, not fun 
   holidays but cold and 
   flu season.  The 
Service Board is sponsoring a hand 
sanitizer/tissue drive in January for 
Coleman Middle School.  There will 
be a boxo in the narthex to collect 
these items.  Please donate what 
you can, and everyone thanks you!  
We will start collecting on January 7 
and continue through January 22. 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q
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After over a month since we have all been together for 
our Wednesday evening schedule, we’ll gather on 
Wednesday, January 4 for a full evening of food, 
learning and music! We hope you will be there! 
 
These great evenings include dinner for all, followed 
by different activities—confirmation for 7th & 8th 
graders, youth group for high school students, and an 
adult study (please note—the adult class will begin 
one week later—January 11), all while our choirs 
rehearse as well! You won’t want to miss out on the 
community and learning of Soul Food nights at 
Reformation! 

Continue exploring what it means to be stewards of God’s mysteries 
through any and all of these great learning opportunities this winter and spring! 

 

Fill your heart 
AND your belly 

 
Wednesday nights  
Resumes January 4 

Sunday Morning Learning  
Resumes Sunday, January 8 

9:45 a.m. 
 
After a brief break for the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, Sunday morning learning for all ages will 
start up again on Sunday, January 8. For more 
information on the adult learning offerings, see the 
back page. 
 
As you may know, Sunday School offerings this year 
have focused on helping different organizations in 
our community and around the world. In the fall, we 
gathered stacks and stacks of children’s books for 
ChildStart. And right now we are in the midst of 
collecting money to purchase animals for families in 
need throughout the world as a part of the ELCA’s 
Global Barnyard. Check out the bulletin board in the 
main hallway to see the generosity of our kids and 
adults alike! Watch for more information in mid-
February about the focus for the last part of the 
Sunday School year. 
 
There is something for everyone on Sunday 
mornings. Join us as we continue to grow in faith and 
in our relationship with God through weekly 
learning. 

6:00 p.m. Dinner, Served in the Narthex  
 

6:30 p.m. Adult Handbell Choir, Sanctuary  
 

6:45-8:00 p.m. Confirmation, Parish Hall 
   High School Youth, Youth Room  
   Adult Study, Conference Room  
 

7:30 p.m. Parish Choir, Sanctuary  

Winter 2017 
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First Communion Preparation 

Sunday, April 9 
12:30-3:30 p.m. 

 

Christ invites us all to his 
table! Any young person, 
regardless of age, who 
wishes to begin receiving 
communion is welcome to 
come and explore this 
awesome mystery! Children and their parents 
will learn more about communion in engaging 
ways, including baking the bread that will be 
used for worship on Maundy Thursday. If you 
believe your child is ready to receive 
communion, plan to bring them to the class. 
RSVP to the church office (634-0586)by March 
26. If you have questions about first 
communion, please contact Pastor Mari. 
 

 

Good Friday 
Family Faith Experience 

Friday, April 14 
4:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Week is rich with powerful 
stories about the depth of God’s love for us. 
But sometimes those stories and the worship 
services shaped around them can be difficult 
for little ones to understand.  In order for 
families to fully enter into the wonder and 
power of this week, you are invited to a special  
experience on Good Friday afternoon. 
Together we will talk about Jesus dying for us 
through hands-on experiences, song, and the 
Spark Story Bible’s version of the Good Friday 
story. Join us as we embrace this story in a 
family friendly way. 

 
 

Confirmation Lent Project 
Lent offers a slight change of pace to the 
confirmation schedule. Instead of class on 
Wednesday nights, we’ll gather for worship 
with the congregation. Since we are not 
meeting as a class on Wednesdays, we’ll be 
focusing on a special project—watching for the 
mysteries of God in our daily lives to see how 
we (and others!) are changed by God’s love! 

Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep. 
Luke 15:6b 

 

Middle School Youth Quake 
February 3-5, 2017 

Hyatt Regency, Wichita, KS 
 
Middle School students – Are you ready for a 
fun weekend, filled with awesome speakers, 
great musicians, and a chance to dress up 
super crazy? Then you are ready for Quake!!!! 
Always one of the highlights of the year for our 

Reformation youth, this event is coming 
up quickly. Start gathering your crazy 
dress night costumes and prepare 

yourselves for a fabulous weekend! 
 

 The musician for the weekend 
will be singer and songwriter 

Lloyd Garrelts, who has toured 
extensively with Echelon, Peder 

Eide, and Jonathan Rundman, as well 
as shared the stage with Switchfoot, 

Newsboys, Third Day, Lost and Found, 
Beki Hemingway, Audio Adrenaline and many 
other top musical acts. The speaker, Tiffany 
Thompson, is a princess, a tattoo artist, and a 
weight lifter. She loves making new friends 
and traveling around this world sharing 
stories about how our Abba King delights to 
surprise us with awesome adventures. 
 
Questions? Contact Tina Alstrom (316-650-
4126) or Bob Weaver (316-655-5858) 



Camp Tomah Shinga 
 

It is not too early to start thinking about summer 
camp at Camp Tomah Shinga! Not only will our 
confirmation students be attending camp together 
this summer, but there are all kinds of opportunities 
for youth—1st grade through high school—to share 

in a memory making, faith building, fun week at camp! 
 

There is also a great opportunity for families to 
experience camp together through a Family Camp 
Weekend. As much fun, faith, and camp will be packed 
into this 3 day mini-camp (July 5-7) as possible. 
 

Tomah Shinga’s traditional week long summer camp is 
filled with opportunities for youth to have fun while 
exploring their faith on a deeper level. Worship and 
bible studies are a key component to the 
ministry.  While exploring our faith is the most 
important part of camp, there is plenty of time to sing 
around the campfire, swim in the pool, do high and low 
ropes, explore 840 acres of beautiful land, and a thousand 
other things to have fun while building friendships that can 
last a lifetime. 
 

Plan now for a week at camp to be part of your summer. If 
you are concerned about costs, scholarships are available. 
Pastor Kristin would be happy to help when she returns from 
sabbatical in early April (634-0586).  
 

Here’s a sneak peek at the 2017 schedule: 

 Explorers 
(1st-3rd grade) 

Pathfinders 
(4th-6th grade) 

Trailblazers 
(6th-8th grade) 

Pioneers 
(9th-12th grade) 

June 11-16 
Week 1 

1st-3rd 
(June 11-13) 

$220 

4th-6th 
$375 

6th-8th 
$375 

 

June 18-23 
Week 2 

 4th-6th 
$375 

Confirmation 
$375 

Adventure Camp 
$415 

June 25-30 
Week 3 

  Confirmation 
$375 

Disaster Academy 
$400 

July 5-7 
Week 4 

1st-3rd 
$220 

4th-6th 
$375 

Family Camp 
$165 (per person) 

 

July 9-14 
Week 5 

 4th-6th 
$375 

6th-8th 
$375 

Adventure Camp 
$415 

July 16-21 
Week 6 

 4th-6th 
$375 

 Disaster Academy 
$400 

July 23-28 
Week 7 

1st-3rd 
(July 23-25) 

$220 

Horse Camp 
$450 

Horse Camp 
$450 

 



Why do we do what we do  
in the way we do it? 

Beginning Wednesday,  
January 11 

12:00 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. 
 
On Wednesdays we will delve into the 
“WHYs” of our practices as Christians, 
as Lutherans, and as a part of the ELCA.  
Have you ever wondered why there’s 
so much more involved in a baptism 
than head wetting or why the words we 
say before communion are different 
than the words said before communion 
in a Roman Catholic church? These 
questions wil be answered and many 
others will be asked in this WHY class. 
Come at either noon or 6:45 on 
Wednesdays during Epiphany. 
 
We’ll start with the Sacraments and 
journey into liturgy and congregational 
polity.  If you have a particular 
question, please let Pastor Mari know 
so we’ll be sure to cover it. 
 
This fun and informative class will help 
deepen your understandings of why we 
do what we do. 

Every Sunday an Epiphany! 
Beginning Sunday, January 8, 9:45 a.m. 

 
An epiphany is a flash of light, mostly of 
understanding, an “Aha! Moment.”  The adult Sunday 
morning Bible Class strives to reach that kind of 
epiphany each Sunday as we look at that day’s Lessons 
and endeavor to hear what God is telling us, to see the 
epiphany God is showing us. 
 
The class meets between the services, 9:45 (please 
don’t be late) – 10:45, in the Conference Room, far left 
off the narthex as you enter the church.  Richard 
Hoyer, retired ELCA pastor, helps us find the 
epiphanies.  Come. 

 
 

Watching Jesus Passing By 
Beginning Sunday, March 5, 9:45 a.m. 

 
The Son of God, the Savior of the world, staggers while 
carrying his cross through the city of Jerusalem.  The 
street is tiny and narrow, dirty and crowded.  The 
soldiers are pushing people aside as they prod Jesus 
and the two criminals along the way.  Up ahead, 
hugging the walls, are some followers of Jesus, many 
of them women, weeping and wailing.  Among them is 
one elderly lady named Veronica.  She’s talking with 
some man who had approached her while she was 
waiting for that dread procession to appear.  When 
Jesus does draw near, she defies those soldiers, steps 
out onto the street and wipes away the blood and 
sweat from our Savior’s face, only to find, later, that 
the image of his face is imprinted on the cloth. 
 
Well, so some say.  It’s a myth and unimportant.  But 
during our Sunday morning Bible classes we shall 
imagine the conversation between that man and 
Veronica, a different man each week.  Perhaps such 
conversations will help us see what the cross has to 
say to us who are so desperately pursuing happiness 
and trying to live well.  Maybe we can learn to weep 
for ourselves and for our children, and in that weeping 
find repentance, and in that repentance find 
forgiveness, and in that forgiveness find the power to 
pick up his cross and follow him, and in that following 
find out how really to live well.   
 
It happens in the Conference Room, far left off the 
narthex as you enter the church.  9:45 (don’t be late) – 
10:45 AM.  Come. 

 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E 13th St N, Wichita, KS 67206 

www.reformation-lutheran.org 
316.634.0586 
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