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The Feast of St. Valentine 

 

As we celebrate the Feast of Saint Valentine this month, 
here are a few facts from the History Channel about 
this day.  Saint Valentine was executed for secretly 
marrying couples during the reign Emperor Claudius II 
who thought single men made better soldiers.  These 
days, 1 billion cards are given or sent, 35 million heart-
shaped boxes of candy are purchased, 220 million 
roses are produced, and the Valentine’s Day related 
spending in America averages out to $130 per person.  
(Perhaps a $100 gift to an organization for the love of 
humanity and a $30 gift for a beloved is on this year’s 
agenda.) 

Chris Cakes Ash Wednesday Supper 
March 1, 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 

 
Ash Wednesday will kick off 
our Lenten meals this year, 
and will once again feature 
Chris Cakes for the evening 
meal.  Join us for supper on 
Ash Wednesday, March 1st, for a 
time of fellowship and more 
than a few giggles as people 
"catch" their pancakes.  Of course, that part is optional 
but we do hope that you will join us prior to the service 
that night.   

As has been a tradition at Reformation, we will be 
having light meals associated with each of our Lenten 
services, noon time and evening of each Wednesday in 
Lent.  The Fellowship Board asks that you consider 
assisting in this ministry by signing up to provide one 
or more of the meals for these services.  A sign up sheet 
will be found in the Narthex as we approach the Lenten 
season.  Thank you for your service to the congregation 
by helping in this way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep. 

                                                                   Luke 15:6b  

Middle School Youth Quake 
February 3-5, 2017 

Hyatt Regency, Wichita, KS 
 

Middle School students – Are you ready for a fun 
weekend, filled with awesome speakers, great 
musicians, and a chance to dress up super crazy? 
Then you are ready for Quake!!!! Always one of the 
highlights of the year for our Reformation youth, this 
event is coming up quickly. Start gathering your 
crazy dress night costumes and prepare yourselves 
for a fabulous weekend! 

 The musician for the weekend will be singer and 
songwriter Lloyd Garrelts, who has toured 
extensively with Echelon, Peder Eide, and Jonathan 
Rundman, as well as shared the stage with 
Switchfoot, Newsboys, Third Day, Lost and Found, 
Beki Hemingway, Audio Adrenaline and many other 
top musical acts. The speaker, Tiffany Thompson, is a 
princess, a tattoo artist, and a weight lifter. She loves 
making new friends and traveling around this world 
sharing stories about how our Abba King delights to 
surprise us with awesome adventures. 

Questions? Contact Tina Alstrom (316-650-4126) or 
Bob Weaver (316-655-5858) 
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Perhaps it was the years I spent with 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association or the summers I studied 
at Saint Mary’s University that formed 
my interest and work in ecumenism.  
Whatever it was, it continues to be a 
priority for me.  As you may 
remember from the call process, I was 
active in the Lutheran Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Representatives Network 
(LEIRN) while in the Grand Canyon 
Synod.  Since moving to Wichita, 
Bishop Gustafson has appointed me 
the Central States Synod LEIRN 
representative and, in December, I 
was elected Vice-President of the 
national LEIRN board.  For the most 
part, this means watching and 
listening for ecumenical and interfaith 
news and answering questions.  In 
this year of commemorating the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, it 
means building bridges and 
celebrating the bridges Pope Francis 
has built between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Lutheran Churches of 
the Lutheran World Federation (of 

which the ELCA is one).  In May, I will 
attend the National Workshop on 
Christian Unity in Minneapolis, and I 
will attend a Lutheran-Episcopal 
meeting in Florida (of course) this 
month. 
 
The ELCA is committed to ecumenism.  
We have worked to establish altar and 
pulpit fellowship with the:  United 
Church of Christ, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), United Methodist Church, 
Episcopal Church, Reformed Church in 
America, and Moravian Church.  Our 
dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
Church has led to several publications, 
the best-known of which is 
Declaration on the Way. 
 
At each of our ELCA Churchwide 
Assemblies, we receive greetings from 
leaders of other denominations but 
also other faiths (Judaism, Islam, 
Sikh).  It is a joy to be part of these 
conversations!  How very good and 
pleasant it is when kindred live 
together in unity!  (Psalm 133:1) 

 

So Much to LEIRN 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Watching Jesus Passing By 
Beginning Sunday, March 5, 9:45 a.m. 

 

The Son of God, the Savior of the world, staggers while carrying his cross through the city of Jerusalem.  The street 

is tiny and narrow, dirty and crowded.  The soldiers are pushing people aside as they prod Jesus and the two 

criminals along the way.  Up ahead, hugging the walls, are some followers of Jesus, many of them women, weeping 

and wailing.  Among them is one elderly lady named Veronica.  She’s talking with some man who had approached 

her while she was waiting for that dread procession to appear.  When Jesus does draw near, she defies those sol-

diers, steps out onto the street and wipes away the blood and sweat from our Savior’s face, only to find, later, that 

the image of his face is imprinted on the cloth. 

 

Well, so some say.  It’s a myth and unimportant.  But during our Sunday morning Bible classes we shall imagine 

the conversation between that man and Veronica, a different man each week.  Perhaps such conversations will 

help us see what the cross has to say to us who are so desperately pursuing happiness and trying to live well.  

Maybe we can learn to weep for ourselves and for our children, and in that weeping find repentance, and in that 

repentance find forgiveness, and in that forgiveness find the power to pick up his cross and follow him, and in that 

following find out how really to live well.   
 

It happens in the Conference Room, far left off the narthex as you enter the church.  9:45 (don’t be late) – 10:45 

AM.  Come. 
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Yellow Bag Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February is the month of love.  Red hearts 
and Valentines are everywhere we 
look.  This month, give foods from the 
heart to the Open Door food pantry. 
  
February's Yellow Bag food challenge is 
red foods.  Consider tomato sauce, tomato 
soup, strawberry jello and jams, dried 
strawberries, etc.  These items will 
become Valentines for Wichita's hungry. 
  
Your donation Valentines will be delivered 
with love to the Open Door pantry.  Please 
contact Christi Leewright-Patry (214-
1879)with questions, suggestions, or to 
partner in this ministry.  

 

Best Times of Life 
                      Guadalupe Clinic 

 

BTOL (Best 
Times of Life) 
will meet 
February 13 at 
12:00 p.m. in our 
parish hall. 

Our program 
will be a presentation by David Gear, 
executive director of The Guadalupe 
Clinic.  He will tell us about the work and 
ministry of the clinic. 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service. 

Call your reservations to Jolene Dougherty 
(776-2068) or Doris Moden (636-8996). 

All over 55 years of age are Welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Night Out  

  

All women are welcome to join us for an 
evening of good conversation and food at 
Two Olives, 2929 N Rock Road, February 28 
at 6:30 p.m. We would love to see you there! 
Please contact Martha Deines (214-4414)by 
Monday, February,27 if you would like to 
join us.  

 
 

 
 

Membership Directory 
 

Have you checked the directory in the 
narthex and made any necessary 
changes. If not, please do so by 
January 29. 
 
New directories will be run and ready 
to hand out on Sunday, February 12.  

 
 

 
 

Remember to Designate Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Thrivent members, don’t forget you have until March 31 to 
designate your 2016 Thrivent Choice Dollars. Any unused dollars 
will be used for other benevolent programs. Please contact your 
local Thrivent Financial representative with questions or to 
designate your Choice dollars. Don’t know who you representative 
is? Find out at www.Thrivent.com. 

Rebecca Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
February 9 in the conference room.   
 
Hostess: Judy Carlson 
Leader: Dallas Cronk 

 
 
 
Dorcas Circle will meet at 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 15 at the church to continue the 

study on Galatians as printed in “Gather” magazine.  
 

Hostess : Shirley Metz 
Leader: Barb Lee 
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Community Breakfast Update 

 

     Approximately 13 years ago, Reformation joined St. Paul’s Lutheran in 
their mission to provide a healthful breakfast our brothers and sisters in 
need.  Breakfast is served at St. Paul’s every Saturday of the year! The 
third Saturday of each month is ours and we serve an average of 100-150 
men, women and children each month.  Most months we also provide bus 
tickets.  Gently used clothing, backpacks, boots/shoes are also collected 
and available for those who attend. This time of year coats, jackets, 
gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, socks and underwear are in great demand. 
We often find piles of dirty clothing left in the restrooms as our guests 
have found a “new outfit” to wear. (Makes a person humble, doesn’t it?) 

     We would love to have more RLC members join us in this mission.  It is 
a wonderful opportunity for fellowship, fun and service. Fifteen to 20 volunteers are needed each month to 
prepare, serve and clean up.  No special skills are needed! If you are unable to prepare, serve and clean up, you 
can help with donations of money, food or clothing. Prayers are always welcome! 

    When we started this mission, our total cost was about $100/month for food and about $50/month for 100 bus 
tickets.  With inflation, our cost has increased to $250-300/month for food and $175 for 100 bus tickets.  This 
mission has never been part of the RLC budget.......it has been supported by donations from members, some 
matching grants from Thrivent and most recently a grant from RLC Mission Endowment. 

If you have questions, concerns, comments or would like more information, please contact Susan Martin, 
Coordinator  (641 2733) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation Emanu El invites us to Taste of Judaism on 5 Thursdays, starting February 2, from 7:00pm to 
8:30pm.  This is specifically for non-Jews and features an overview of traditions, customs, culture, and beliefs.  
Register by calling:  316-684-5148.  A $10 donation is suggested.  Congregation Emanu El is located at 7011 E 
Central Avenue in Wichita.  
 
Ash Wednesday is March 1.  Beginning with pancakes and worship, we journey to the cross and tomb.   
During the Wednesdays of Lent, we will worship at Noon and 7:00pm.   
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A Thought for the Valentine Month  

 

Christ said, "This is my 
commandment: love one another, as I 
have loved you. . .  I commissioned you 
to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last; and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my 
name.  What I command you is to love 

one another. John 15:1-17. 
 
Stephen Ministry provides confidential one-to-one 
ministry; identity and interactions between care giver 
and care receiver remain private. Stephen Ministers 
seek to bring Christ's healing love to people who are 
lonely, grieving, ill or stressed.  If you or someone you 
know could benefit from this service, call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for information:  Anita Dorf 
(210-9121), David Dorf (208-4060), Lotus Gerards 
(683-8602, Marsha Sears (634-6101). 
 

Bags of Blessings 

Bags of Blessings is a terrific project for groups to help 
people who are homeless or need a small supply of 
hygiene supplies. All will go to agencies around town. 
Gallon sized bags are filled with travel size hygiene 
items. Watch the newsletter and announcement page 
for more information. 
 

Maker-rific event! 

VBS is having a fun shop training on Saturday, April 1 
from 8:30 a.m.—12:30. Mark your calendar now to 
attend. More information will be coming. 

Watching Jesus Passing By 
Beginning Sunday, March 5, 9:45 a.m. 

 
The Son of God, the Savior of the world, staggers while 
carrying his cross through the city of Jerusalem.  The 
street is tiny and narrow, dirty and crowded.  The 
soldiers are pushing people aside as they prod Jesus 
and the two criminals along the way.  Up ahead, 
hugging the walls, are some followers of Jesus, many 
of them women, weeping and wailing.  Among them is 
one elderly lady named Veronica.  She’s talking with 
some man who had approached her while she was 
waiting for that dread procession to appear.  When 
Jesus does draw near, she defies those soldiers, steps 
out onto the street and wipes away the blood and 
sweat from our Savior’s face, only to find, later, that 
the image of his face is imprinted on the cloth. 
 
Well, so some say.  It’s a myth and unimportant.  But 
during our Sunday morning Bible classes we shall 
imagine the conversation between that man and 
Veronica, a different man each week.  Perhaps such 
conversations will help us see what the cross has to 
say to us who are so desperately pursuing happiness 
and trying to live well.  Maybe we can learn to weep 
for ourselves and for our children, and in that weeping 
find repentance, and in that repentance find 
forgiveness, and in that forgiveness find the power to 
pick up his cross and follow him, and in that following 
find out how really to live well.   
 
It happens in the Conference Room, far left off the 
narthex as you enter the church.  9:45 (don’t be late) – 
10:45 a.m. Come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers for Pastor Kristin and Steven Woelk on the 
unexpected death of Steven’s son, Steven Jr, in 
Arizona, on January 23.  Steven Jr was 25. Reformation 
is accepting donations for Steven Jr’s funeral and 
burial expenses.  

 
Join the Prayer Chain! Contact the church office 

(634-0586) or Lotus Gerards (683-8602) to get linked. 

 Budget Actual 2015 

Income 477,700 441,624 460,014 

Expenses 485,569 442,129 447,148 

Income Less 

Expense 

(7,869) (505) 12,866 

Average Dec.  

Attendance  

2016 

206 

2015 

198 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 

As of December 31, 2016 
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Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 

 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 

 

Deadline for the January Re-Focus  is February 15.  

 

 

 

 

+ We want to thank everyone for the beautiful 
luncheon provided at Dorla’s funeral. The food was 
wonderful and the church is a peaceful place for 
everyone to visit with each other. It is a wonderful 
service the church provided and it’s deeply 
appreciated. Plus it’s good to see familiar faces. 
 
Thanks you! 
Family of Dorla Alseike 
 
+ Friends, 
 During a time like this we realize how much our 
friends and relatives mean to us… Your expression of 
sympathy will always be remembered. Condolences 
and your prayers are helping us through this pinnacle 
of pain and grief. 
 

Love,  Rose and Rose-Ross families. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Saturday evening, 
January 21, the Parish 
Hall was full of love and 
celebration for Pr. Sally 
Fahrenthold in honor of 
her retirement from full-
time volunteer work 
with Partners for 
Wichita. Forty people, 
including PFW past and 
current board members 
and Samaritan 

Community volunteers, gathered to thank Pr. Sally 
for her contributions to the organization, as well as to 
the entire Wichita community. Pr. Sally’s son and 
daughter-in-law, Scott and Lindi traveled to Wichita 
for the event, and her sister, Mary, was also there. 
Guests contributed stories and accolades as part of 
the evening’s program. Pr. Sally is very important to 
the Reformation family as well, and we were proud to 
host this great event here. Thank you, Pastor Sally, 
for your thousands of hours of service and for being 
an amazing role model for us all to emulate! 

Is a Reformation Tour of Germany in 
Your Future? 

 
The 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 
is upon us, and what better way to celebrate than a 
tour of its birthplace. 
 
The Learning Board has identified a potential tour 
through Educational Opportunities from November 11
-20, 2017 to bring the celebration alive.  The tour 
begins with a cruise on the Rhine River Amsterdam to 
Heidelberg and Speyer aboard the AmaVerde.  It 
includes stops at multiple destinations.  After 
disembarking from the ship, the group will travel by 
land to Wartburg Castle, Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben 
and Wittenberg.  Finally, the trip includes an optional 
tour of Berlin before returning to the USA. 
 
If you are interested in the tour, please let Debbie or a 
learning board member (Susayn Brandes, Meegan 
Jowdy, Anjanette Allbritten, Katie Hobart, Dallas 
Rakestraw, Tina Alstrom or Pastor Kristin) know.  
Debbie has brochures available in the office as well.  If 
you want to check out some details in the meantime, 
please visit. http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/
enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-
2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q. 

 

The Learning Board  

 

 

 

Confirmation Lent Project 
 

Lent offers a slight change of pace to the confirmation 
schedule. Instead of class on Wednesday nights, we’ll 
gather for worship with the congregation. Since we 
are not meeting as a class on Wednesdays, we’ll be 
focusing on a special project—watching for the 
mysteries of God in our daily lives to see how we (and 
others!) are changed by God’s love! 

 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/enchanting-rhine-and-reformation-tour-2017#.WCsv7YWcE4Q
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