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Join us on the Journey to Easter 

Palm Sunday      
April 9, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Procession with palms and  
Holy Communion 
 

Even though we begin the service 
with waving palms and celebration 
shouts of “Hosanna,” we are soon 
invited into the agony of our Lord. 
Lent leads us to this holy moment. 
Embrace it. 

 
Maundy Thursday  April 13, 12:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
 7 p.m. Foot Washing, Prayer Stations, Holy Communion, and Stripping of the Altar 
Noon—simple communion service 
 

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Chris-
tians around the world to begin the Three Days during which we participate once 
again in the saving power of Jesus' passing over from death to life. At the heart of 
the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus' commandment to love one another. As Je-
sus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his example as we 
humbly care for one another, especially the poor and the unloved. 
 

Good Friday  April 14, 4:30 & 7:00 p.m. 
4:30 - An interactive family service for all 
7:00 - A service of Scripture and darkness 
 

At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according to John, which pro-
claims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns from the cross. The ancient title for 
this day - the triumph of the cross - reminds us that the church gathers not to 
mourn this day but to celebrate Christ's life-giving passion and to find strength 
and hope in the Tree of Life. In the ancient bidding prayer we offer petitions for all 
the world for whom Christ died. 
 

Easter Vigil  April 15, 7:00 p.m. 
with Holy Communion 
 

This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, from captivity to freedom, 
from death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days. The 
resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign, as we gather around a pillar 
of fire, hear ancient stories of our faith, and share the food and drink of the prom-
ised land. 

         
Easter Sunday  April 16, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 
8:30 - Rise worship, led by piano, guitar, percussion and vocalists 
11:00 - Traditional worship, led by organ, piano, choirs and brass 
 

Christ is risen, indeed! On Easter morning, we are met by an angel at the tomb. 
With the women and the disciples, we are called to proclaim the amazing news of 
the resurrection. 
 

Easter Breakfast will be served 9:15-10:45 a.m.   

Pastor Kristin returns from 
Sabbatical on April 9. Wave your 

palms and welcome her back. 
 
 

Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 16 
9:15-10:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wake up your taste buds at the 
Annual Easter Breakfast! The 
Reformation Youth will be hosting 
breakfast Easter morning, April 16, 
between worship services, and we 
need your help to prepare a 
yummy meal. Look for our springy 
sign-up poster in the narthex to 
see how you can help. We are 
seeking donations of specific 
breakfast treats: fresh fruits, 
canned fruits, fruit breads, orange 
juice, and egg casseroles. Thanks 
in advance for your help and 
generosity! 
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 Who, What, When, Where, Why 
 of Reformation 

  
 
 

 As some of you know, I ask a lot of questions.  In addition to getting to know each 
 of you, I’m trying to figure out the who, what, when, where, why of Reformation.  In 
 the midst of all of these questions, it occurred to me that the rest of you might have 
 the same questions.  We are always looking for volunteers, but too often it’s  
 difficult to know whom to call.  To educate myself and probably others, too, I made 
 this list.  I know that it is not exhaustive, but it is a start. 

 

 

Acolytes – Debbie in the office (634-0586 ) 
Altar Guild – Eva Whetstone (681-2007) or Lotus Gerards (683-8602) 
Blanket Makers – Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) 
BTOL (Best Times of Life, a monthly potluck for seniors with a speaker) – Waldo & Lotus Gerards (683-8602) 
Choir (Traditional Worship) – Kristal Cutler (573-5506) 
Coleman Middle School Partnership – Suzanne Koch (688-0553) 
Communion Assistants:  Saturday=Barb Orsak (304-5196), Rise=Debbie in the Office (634-0586), Tradition-
al=Dallas Cronk (733-2454) 
Community Breakfasts (served on Saturdays at Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church) – Susan Martin (641-2733) 
Confirmation – Pastor Kristin (634-0586) 
Filling the Gap (food for vulnerable kids during school breaks) – Pam Lyford (305-9766) 
Gardening – Susan Bachman (689-8006) 
Greeters – Barb Lee (684-5434) 
Handbells (Traditional Worship) – Kristal Cutler (573-5506) 
Homebound Communion Ministry – to serve or to receive, call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068). 
Parish Nurses – Barbara Lee (684-5434) and Jette Mortensen (641-4462) 
Prayer - If you would like to join the prayer chain or have a prayer request for the prayer chain, contact Lotus 
and Waldo Gerards  
Property – Jon Bruntz 744-1135) or Gene Bowers (644-3450) 
Read the Lessons – If you would like the read the lessons at Rise or Traditional Worship, contact Dallas Cronk 
(733-2454).  If you would like to read the lessons at Saturday Worship, contact Pastor Mari (634-0586) 
Rise Worship Team (instrumentalists, vocalists) – Pastor Mari (634-0586) 
ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) – Wednesday lunch at area restaurants – Gene Bowers (644-3450) 
Stephen Ministry – David Dorf (208-4064) 
Sound Booth – Rise=Chuck Koeber (636-9282), Traditional=Gene Bowers (644-3450) 
Sunday School – Meegan Jowdy (770-876-7254) or Susayn Brandes (371-7426) or Pastor Kristin 
Usher – If you would like to be an usher, contact Scott Fraizer 686-0749  
Vacation Bible School –Tina Alstrom (650-4126) or Pastor Kristin 
Wichita Children’s Home – Susayn Brandes (371-7426) 
Women’s Circles – Shirley Metz (636-1993) or Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) 
Yellow Bags – Christi Leewright-Patry (214-1879) 
Youth Group – Marcia Werts (706-8841) 
 

 

 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 



3 

 

Yellow Bag Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canned meat is a simple and easy way to 
make a meal.  Canned tuna, salmon, or 
chicken makes great sandwiches, noodle 
casseroles, burritos, or stand-alone 
entrees.   
  
This month's challenge is Canned 
Meat!  Pick up an can (or two!) of a canned 
meat to donate to the Open Door Food 
Pantry.  These donations will allow 
another family to make their favorite meal. 
  
Your donation will be delivered to the 
Open Door pantry at the end of the 
month.  Please contact Christi Leewright-
Patry (214-1879) with questions, 
suggestions, or to partner in this ministry. 
 

 

Best Times of Life 
David A. Nichols 

Author of ‘Ike and McCarthy’ 
 

BTOL (Best Times of Life) will meet April 
10 at 12:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Our 
program will be given by David A. Nichols, 
former professor and Academic Dean at 
Southwestern college, and author of 
several books. He will share his research 
and information about his latest book “Ike 
and McCarthy” which was released in 
March.  This will be interesting about a 
time we all remember. 
 

Please bring a covered dish to share and 
your own table service.  Also, please call 
Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or Doris 
Moden (636-8996) with your 
reservations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save The Date For: 
Annual Ark River Valley Women of the ELCA  

Spring Meeting on 

Saturday April 29, 2017 

at 

Reformation Lutheran Church 

7601 East 13th Street North 

Wichita, Kansas 67206-1278 

From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

R.S.V.P. Laurie at 316-648-7179 

Hope to See You! 
 

 
  

 

 

The mission of Dress for Success is to 
empower women to achieve economic 
independence by providing a network of 
support, professional attire and the 
development tools to help women thrive 
in work and in life. 

 

Beginning April 17 through April 23, we 
will begin collecting professional attire 
clothing, shoes and jewelry. 
 
These item should be clean and only 
gently worn. You may bring your items 

anytime the church is open. There will be a clothes rack and boxes 
for collections at the east end of the parish hall  by the basketball 
goal.  
 
Your support is needed and appreciated. 

Women of Reformation Calendar 

 

April  3  Blanket Makers , 9 a.m. 
 
April 13  Rebecca Circle 
    Lesson Leader: Dallas Cronk 
    Hostess: Donna Moyer 
 
April 17  Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
April 19  Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
    Lesson Leader: Shari Ryding 
    Hostess: Sandy Muse at church 
 
April 29  Annual Ark River Valley Spring Meeting  
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Forty for Forty Campaign 
 
Area Lutheran churches are helping to sponsor Mision San Juan de Dios. This 
small church serves the underserved and immigrant population in south 
Wichita. In addition to traditional Lutheran services in Spanish, this church 
helps the congregation and surrounding area with furniture, clothing and 
other basic needs.  
 
Mision San Juan de Dios has a dynamic congregation: many members leave for 
better living conditions when they get better jobs. When these members move 
away, they take their personal and financial contributions with them. This 

leaves the church and its mission in need.  
 
Area ELCA Lutheran churches are coming together in 2017 to help support the people and mission of Mision San 
Juan de Dios.  Consider donating $1 every day for the forty days of Lent to help support Mision San Juan de Dios. 
All donations, no matter how small, will be appreciated.  
 
Special envelopes will be in the pews for Lent to collect contributions. You may also write a check directly to 
“Partners Church” and put it in the collection plate. Envelopes and checks will be collected and sent to the larger 
“40 for the Future” Area  campaign to support Mision San Juan de Dios.  
 
If you have any questions, please talk to Rhea Hartley or Suzanne Koch. 
 
Blessings,  
The Service Board

 
 

 

                        Community Breakfast Update 
                                 Susan Martin, Coordinator 
 

Approximately 13 years ago, Reformation joined St. Paul’s Lutheran in their 
mission to provide a healthful breakfast our brothers and sisters in need.  
Breakfast is served at St. Paul’s every Saturday of the year! The third Saturday of 
each month is ours and we serve an average of 100-150 men, women and children 
each month.  Most months we also provide bus tickets.  Gently used clothing, 
backpacks, boots/shoes are also collected and available for those who attend. This 

time of year coats, jackets, gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, socks and underwear are in great demand. We often find 
piles of dirty clothing left in the restrooms as our guests have found a “new outfit” to wear. (Makes a person 
humble, doesn’t it?) 

     We would love to have more RLC members join us in this mission.  It is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship, 
fun and service. Fifteen to 20 volunteers are needed each month to prepare, serve and clean up.  No special skills 
are needed! If you are unable to prepare, serve and clean up, you can help with donations of money, food or 
clothing. Prayers are always welcome! 

    When we started this mission, our total cost was about $100/month for food and about $50/month for 100 bus 
tickets.  With inflation, our cost has increased to $250-300/month for food and $175 for 100 bus tickets.  This 
mission has never been part of the RLC budget.......it has been supported by donations from members, some 
matching grants from Thrivent and most recently a grant from RLC Mission Endowment. 

If you have questions, concerns or comments or would like more information, please contact me (641 2733).   
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Environmental Palms   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans purchase as much as $4.5 million worth of 
palms each year - most for church celebrations. Profits 
from those sales could do great things for the poor 
communities in Latin America where the palms are 
harvested. But via traditional trade channels, very little 
of that money reaches the palm harvesters and their 
communities.  This year, Reformation is purchasing 
“eco-palms” for our hosannas for Palm/Passion 
weekend worship. These palms are harvested in an 
environmentally sustainable method.  Workers gather 
only quality palm fronds in a way that allows the plant 
to keep growing. 
 

This Lutheran World Relief project helps harvesters 
earn a fair income for their labor, while limiting the 
amount of palms taken from the forest. Visit Lutheran 
World Relief (lwr.org/palms) to read more. 
 

New Health and Faith Reporter  
for Wichita Eagle   

 
Katherine Burgess is the new health and faith reporter 
for The Wichita Eagle and welcomes news and 
announcements from congregations. She writes “I 
can't promise to publish everything, but any story 
ideas are helpful to me.”    

After Glow Retreat at Tomah Shinga 

About 25 high school students 
from Central States Synod, 
including Sophie Bachman and 
Katie Hobart from Reformation, 
participated in a retreat at Camp 
Tomah Shinga on March 3-5. The 
students learned disaster 
response skills, did a high ropes 
course and went hiking and 
canoeing. They also discussed the 
topic of the weekend: grace. Katie 
led Saturday morning worship outside. 

 

Stephen Ministry 

 

While enjoying the beauty of spring, it is 
sometimes difficult to remain aware of the 
suffering in our world.   

 

Dear Jesus, 

You call us to respond to suffering in the world, please 
empower us to empathize with those in chaos, give 
peace to those who suffer and give comfort to those in 
pain.  Amen.  
 

Stephen Ministry provides confidential one-to-one 
ministry; identity and interactions between care giver 
and care receiver remain private. Stephen Ministers 
seek to bring Christ's healing love to people who are 
lonely, grieving, ill, or stressed.  If you or someone you 
know could benefit from this service, call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for information:  Anita Dorf 
(210-9121), David Dorf (208-4060), Lotus Gerards 
(683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101). 

 

Easy Way to Help Homeless Men 

 

Do you have books you don’t need but 
don’t want to send to the landfill?  
Donate them to New Leaf Book 
Mercantile, a division of Union Rescue 
Mission.  They take new and used 
books, DVD’s and CD’s.  They even take 

tattered or water-damaged volumes.  They sell some 
on line, repurpose some and recycle others.  This 
endeavor turns books, CD’s & DVD’s into jobs for the 
unemployed, meals for the hungry and money to 
supply needed services such as mental health and 
educational opportunities for homeless men. 

Rebecca Circle has decided to sponsor a book drop for 
this purpose. You will find a marked collection bin in 
the Parish hall beginning on Monday, April 17.   

 Budget Actual 2015 

Income 80,358 92,104 71,042 

Expenses 82,012 71,891 69,248 

Income Less 

Expense 

(1654) 20,213) 1,794 

Average Jan.  

Attendance  

2017 

182 

2016 

197 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 

As of February 28, 2017 
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Chris Cakes 

On Ash Wednesday, about 100 people enjoyed Chris Cakes 
before attending evening worship. It was a time of 
fellowship, good food, and seeing who could catch the most 
pancakes. It was a great way to kick off Lenten meals! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Must have been great catchers as our newly cleaned carpet 
looks great. Way to go!!! 

 

 

 

Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 

 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 

 

Deadline for the May Re-Focus  is April 15.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you so very much for your guidance, 
support and generosity to our family following the 
death of our husband/father, Ira. 
 
Blessing to you all, 
Rhea Rakestraw 
Dallas and Dulcinea Rakestraw 
Ashley and Dan 
 
Ira’s Memorial Service was held at Reformation on  
February 1. 

 
First Communion Preparation  

Sunday, April 9  
12:30-3:30 p.m.  

 
Christ invites us all to his 
table! Children and their 
parents will learn more 
about communion in 
engaging ways, including 
baking the bread that will 
be used for worship on 
Maundy Thursday.  

 

New This Year 

Maundy Thursday worship at noon (for those who 
cannot come at 7:00 p. m.) 

This is a simple communion service. 

Confirmation Students 
 

Don’t forget your projects and Lenten worship. 
Confirmation class resumes on April 19.  
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    Maker Fun Factory 
         Created by GOD-Built for a Purpose 

July 17-21 
 

At Maker Fun Factory, kids discover that God 
made them—and for a purpose! Kids participate 
in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing 
catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, 
make and devour yummy treats, experience one-
of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory 
Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out 
Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play 
with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look 
for evidence of God all around them through 
something called God Sightings. Each day concludes with the Funshop 
Finale that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. 

 

Look for sign up forms soon to join the fun as a participant or a volunteer! 
 

VBS organizers in charge of decorating the church for Bible school need your help with donating the following 
items:  

• CLEAN large soup or coffee cans       

• plastic buckets of any size,  

• sheets of Styrofoam,  

• old Frisbees,  

• Slinkys,  

• pool noodles,  

• old Legos or blocks,  

• discarded hubcaps,  

 

 
 

 

 

If you have any of these items and can donate them we have a box in the 
parish hall to collect donations. It is amazing what a VBS staff can do 
with recyclables. There will also be opportunities for people to help 
make decorations at home--on their own time. If you are interested in 
helping with decor please contact Meegan Jowdy (633.4159)  

• disposable pie plates,  

• spray paint (partially used cans are fine)   

• random nuts, bolts and screws.  
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Weekend Worship  
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m. 
  Learning for All Ages, 9:45 a.m.  
                  Worship, 11:00 a.m.  
                            
   
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
Nancy Martin, Organ and Piano                    
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
Jeri Leis, Childcare Provider 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 

Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

April 

 


