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Senior Recognition 
Sunday, May 7 

Reception – 9:45 a.m. 
Worship – 11:00 a.m. 

 
After years of studying, sports, dramas, musical 
endeavors, and countless other activities, eleven 
young adults from the Reformation church family 
will be graduating from high school this year! Join 
us in celebrating these special students as they 
complete their high school careers: 

Christian Acker 
Sophie Bachman 
Michelle Desmarteau 
Katie Hobart 
Kameron Koeber 
Emma Kuttler 
Elise Lindemann 
Andrew Marsden 
Peace Mwamunyange 
Libby Weaver 
Braeden Winters 
 
There are a couple of ways to help honor and 
celebrate this achievement for these young people: 
 
Join in the celebration 
We will share a special blessing for these young 
people as we begin worship at 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, May 7. During the learning hour, beginning 
at 9:45 a.m., the whole congregation is invited to a 
casual reception for these young people in the 
Parish Hall. Please join us for some light 
refreshments and lots of joy.  
 
Write a note 
You may have seen the table of books for our 
graduates in the narthex by now. Take a few 
minutes to stop by the table in the narthex and 
write a note of congratulations and encouragement 
inside each book, even if you don’t know these 
students well. These books will help these young 
people carry the love and support of their church 
family with them in the next steps of their journey. 
Jot down a favorite Bible verse, share a favorite 
prayer, or write a note of encouragement. Books 
will be available until Sunday, May 7. 

Sunday School Celebration 
Sunday, May 14, 9:45 a.m. 

  

As we have talked over 
the past year about 
being “stewards of 
God’s mysteries,” we 
have hopefully become 
more aware of the 
mysteries that surround 

us – and better at both spotting and sharing with others 
the many ways that God is present with us each day. 
While that learning will hopefully continue, our Sunday 
morning learning will celebrate another great year as 
we prepare to take a break from classes for the summer. 
Join us for that celebration on Sunday, May 14 at 9:45 
a.m., as we review the year and look ahead to the fun we 
will have at Vacation Bible School this summer! 
 
Throughout the year, our Sunday School offerings have 
supported three different important ministries. We 
began collecting books for ChildStart, then raised funds 
for ELCA Good Gifts, purchasing animals for families 
throughout the world – animals which provide food and 
whose offspring can be sold at the market, helping 
families to escape the cycle of poverty. Finally, we have 
been raising funds to help build a playground at the 
Wichita Children’s Home, providing a safe place for 
foster families to play. Thank you for your generosity 
toward all of these important ministries. 

 
Summer Worship Schedule 

 
Saturday   5:30 p.m. 

Sunday   8:30 a.m. (Rise) 

Sunday  10:30 a.m.  (Traditional)  
beginning Sunday, May 28 
 
 

Beginning on Sunday, May 28, we will move to our 
summer worship schedule. As our learning hour takes a 
break for the summer, we will shift our late service to be 
a half hour earlier. Saturday evening and Rise worship 
will remain the same. The late service will return to 
11:00 a.m. when Sunday School resumes on September 
10. We’ll see you in worship! 
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Tusen Takk! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 
Associate Pastor 

 
Simply saying “thank you” seems 
insufficient to express how 
grateful I am for my sabbatical 
time. As I tried to put it all into 
words, I began to think about the 
little bit of Norwegian I know 
(thanks to my Grandpa Anderson 
and the one semester of 
Norwegian I took in college) and 
the phrase “tusen takk” popped 
into my mind. While the phrase 
translates to “many thanks,” the 
word “tusen” actually means 
“thousand.” So, in my attempt to 
put my thanks into words, I say a 
thousand thanks, tusen takk! 
 

The gift of time is one that I am 
more and more grateful for the 
longer I am back and have time to 
reflect on it. My first week of 
sabbatical was just as I had 
imagined…a leisurely morning, a 
few hours of reading while sitting 
in a comfy chair in the sunlight, 

followed by some tasks around the 
house that had been ignored for too 
long, and catching up on some of my 
favorite television shows.  
 

The next week it was off to Ohio and 
Kentucky to visit friends and attend 
the ELCA Youth Workers’ 
Extravaganza. That week was both 
relaxing and energizing, as I was 
refreshed by time with good friends 
and inspired by workshops and 
conversations. As we celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the 
Reformation this year, there was a 
lot of buzz about what needs 
reforming in the way that we go 
about ministry – especially with 
families and youth.  
 

That continues to be an idea that is 
bouncing around in my mind – one 
that you are likely to hear more 
about in the coming months. The 
intrinsic challenge in this kind of 
major shift in mindset is that there 
is no “magic bullet,” no simple 
program that we can buy and put 
into action. Ministry is contextual, 
and we together need to figure out 
what will work best in this time and 
place. I’ll be looking for people to 
join me in that exploration, so if that 
sounds intriguing to you, let me 
know! 
 

As many of you know, the next week 
brought heartbreak to our family 
with the death of Steven’s youngest 
son, Steven, Jr. As we spent the next 
few weeks in Arizona with family 
and making funeral arrangements, I 

was extremely grateful for the 
freedom to be completely present 
with Steven and our extended 
family there, without being 
preoccupied by commitments 
here. While there is never a good 
time for such a painful loss, I was 
blessed to have the time both 
during and after to more fully 
attend to the needs of our grieving 
family. Thanks again for all of your 
love and support – even from a 
distance – during that time. 
 

Back in town for most of the 
remainder of my sabbatical, my 
days didn’t follow the same 
structure that I had laid out that 
very first week. But they continued 
to be refreshing as I did more 
reading, more organizing, more 
purging (I have several boxes 
ready for the garage sale already!), 
some rediscovering of hobbies 
that refuel me, and even trying out 
some new recipes. 
 

While I may not have returned 
from sabbatical bouncing off the 
walls with all the energy I built up 
during those three months (Pastor 
Mari did remind me that I am 
older than when I left!), I believe 
the true value of that time will be a 
gift that is continually unpacked 
over the coming months. 
 
Thanks again – for time, and for 
your support and encouragement. 
It is good to be back among you! 
 

Tusen takk! 
 

It was calm and beautiful as I arrived at our church campus on Easter morning.  Then 
the calm and beautiful disappeared for a while.  There had been a lightning strike 
somewhere, and we were without internet, phone, and sound.  As we sprinted around 
the building, it became clear that our alarm system was also not working as evidenced 
by intermittent squealing.  Our quick-thinking sound technician rushed home to get 
alternate equipment for the Rise Team, as we set up our microphone and speakers on 
the chancel for all of the speaking parts.  At 8:30am, 166 people praised the risen Christ at Rise Worship, most of 
them oblivious to the earlier frenzy.  By 11:00am, the sound system was working normally, and 179 of us sang 
alleluias with the organ, bells, and brass.  Thank you to Chuck Koeber, the Rise Team, Janice and Mark Yeskie, 
Gene Bowers, and McClelland Sound for restoring the calm and beautiful to Easter morning. 

Pastor Mari 
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+   Thank you to all who contributed to the "Dress 
for Success" clothing drive. With your help we 
were able to deliver a van full of support to 
disadvantaged women. 
 
Thank you again, 
Dorcas Circle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

+ Thanks to the following who served Wednesday 
meals during Lent: 

Chris Cakes (via the Fellowship Board), Church 
Council, Learning Board, Susan Martin, Stephen 
Ministry and Outreach Board, Stewardship, Ruth 
Koepsel, David & Anita Dorf, Sheryl Johnson, 
Lynette Wetta, and Rebecca Circle. 

 

Soul Food 
What a wonderful time of 
fellowship, learning, and music we 
have shared on Wednesday nights 
this year! It may not seem possible, 
but our last Soul Food for the 
spring will be Wednesday, May 3.  
 

A huge thank you to all who helped to make Soul 
Food such a great time of fellowship, worship and 
learning this year! Thanks to: 
    
•  all who helped cook meals, and who set up 

and cleaned up for dinner. 
• our awesome teachers and mentors.  
• musicians who joined us for meals on the way 

to their rehearsals. 
• all who came to be a part of those fun and faith

-filled evenings.  
 

An extra huge thank you to Anjanette Allbritten 
and Andrea Fuller, who coordinated dinners for all 
those hungry bellies! 

500 Miles for  
500 Years 

As you may have heard by now, 
this year marks the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. 
According to popular legend, 
Martin Luther nailed the 95 
Theses to the Wittenberg Castle 
Church door on October 31, 
1517. As part of the Lutheran 
Church, we recognize that we are 
continually being reformed by 
God – made new and 
transformed into God’s image.  
 
Your pastors invite you to join 
them in a different kind of 
reformation over the coming months. They are 
committing to walking 500 miles for the 500 years 
between May 1 and October 31. That works out to just 
under 2.75 miles a day (2.7174, if you want to be 
particular) over these next six months. They would love to 
have as many people join them as possible. Watch for a 
bulletin board where we can all track our progress, and 
for information about group walks during the coming 
months. Join us for this fun way to prepare for and 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation! 
 
 

Welcome to the Table  

Sunday, May 21 at 9:45 a.m. in the Parish Hall 
Our project mission:  a safe and efficient kitchen  
for feeding the hungry in the heart of Wichita. 

                                                                           

Are you hungry?  Where will you have your next meal? 
Where do people who are homeless, struggling, and 
hungry in our community enjoy a Saturday breakfast?  
Many come to the Community Breakfast at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church at 925 N. Waco in the heart of Wichita. 
Reformation is one of the churches/organizations that 
serve a hearty meal to these hungry guests each week. 
 
The kitchen is in desperate need of modern electrical, 
plumbing, and exhaust systems.  They have received a bid 
to update the kitchen at a cost of $200,000 and your help 
is needed to make these renovations.  
 
Come watch a short video and listen to our presentation to 
see how you can be a part of this worthwhile project.  
Donations/pledges can be made payable to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church with a memo “Welcome to the Table” 
or “Kitchen Project” and mailed to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 925 N. Waco, Wichita, KS  67203. 
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Yellow Bag May Challenge 
 

This month's food challenge is 
boxed dinners! Every family has 
their favorite boxed dinner: 
macaroni and cheese, hamburger 
helper, shells and cheese...the 
possibilities for meals are 
endless! Bring a box (or two!) to 

share with a family in need! Your donation will be 
delivered to the Open Door pantry at the end of the 
month. Please contact Christi Leewright-Patry (214-
1879) with questions, suggestions, or to partner in this 
ministry.  
 

Best Times of Life 
  Wayne Bryan 

Music Theatre of Wichita 
 

BTOL (Best Times of Life) will meet 
May 8 at 12:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall.  Wayne Bryan, Music Director 
of Music Theater of Wichita will 
share highlights of the upcoming 
2017 summer season. You will not 

want to miss this preview of a delightful musical 
summer. 

 

Please bring a covered dish to share and your own 
table service.  Call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or 
Doris Moden (636-8996) with your reservations. 
 

 
Reformation is now a recipient 
of Dillon’s Community Rewards 
dollars!  If you shop at Dillon’s, 
your purchases can benefit your 

congregation (without any cost to you).  Here’s what 
you need to do to make this happen: 

If you don’t already have a Plus card, ask the 
cashier for one the next time you are at Dillon’s 

Go to:  at www.dillons.com/communityrewards 
Sign in, if you already have an account, or Register, 

to create an account 
Hit “Enroll Now” and enter Reformation’s NPO 

code:  50590 
Quarterly, Dillon’s will send us a percentage of the 
dollars Reformation members have spent in their 
stores.   

 

Thanks to the 21 households who registered their 
Dillon’s loyalty cards with community rewards.  In our 
first quarter, Reformation received $72.75. Imagine 
what that would mean if more members registered 
their cards!  

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

May 1 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
May 11 Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
 Hostess, Vicki Dunham 
 Lesson Leader: Dallas Cronk 
  
May 15 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
May 17 Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 Lesson Leader: Shirley Metz  
 Hostess: Jan Barr at her home 
 
May 29 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 

 Budget Actual 2016 

Income 120,538 130,687 105,444 

Expenses 123,019 106,566 102,716 

Income Less 

Expense 

(2,481) 24,121 2,728 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 

As of March 31, 2017 

Easy Way to Help Homeless Men 

 

Do you have books you don’t 
need but don’t want to send 
to the landfill?  Donate them 
to New Leaf Book Mercantile, 
a division of Union Rescue 
Mission.  They take new and 
used books, DVD’s and CD’s.  
They even take tattered or 

water-damaged volumes.  They sell some online, 
repurpose some and recycle others.  This endeavor 
turns books, CD’s & DVD’s into jobs for the 
unemployed, meals for the hungry and money to 
supply needed services such as mental health and 
educational opportunities for homeless men. 

You will find a marked collection bin in the Parish 
hall which with your help is beginning to fill up. 
Keep those books coming and help many worthwhile 
services right here in Wichita. 
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Stephen Ministry 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for our membership in a caring and sharing community. Thank 
you for your guidance with the challenges of life. Most of all, thank you for inviting us to share 
today, your kingdom, the kingdom we will inherit throughout eternity. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Stephen Ministry provides confidential one-to-one ministry; identity and interactions between 
care giver and care receiver remain private. Stephen Ministers seek to bring Christ’s healing love 
to people who are lonely, grieving. Ill, or stressed. If you or someone you know could benefit 

from this service, call one of the following Stephen Leaders for information: Anita Dorf (210-9121), David Dorf 
(208-4060, Lotus Gerards (683-8602), or Marsha Sears (634-6101) 

A Place for You at Christ’s Table!  

  

During this Easter season, eight young people have received their first communion. As we celebrate the 
resurrection of Christ, we also celebrate this gift of God’s grace that comes to us in bread and wine. The bread 
used for communion during Holy Week and on Easter Sunday was baked by these young people as a part of their 
preparation. Welcome to Christ’s table Elizabeth Allbritten, Dylan Fuller, Matthew Larson, Emma Nugent, Brynn 
Rakestraw, Thatcher Rakestraw, Caleb Rindt, and Brandt Stupka.  

There is a place for you – and for all of us – at Christ’s table. 

 

Bits and Pieces 

 

• At the Special Congregational Meeting on April 23, the proposed roof repairs and building maintenance 
were approved.   

• Welcome to the congregation:  Raymond Drake.  Raymond has been a long-time friend of Reformation  
who has been one of our volunteer carpenters.  Welcome! 

• Recent Funerals: Dolores (Covey) Sink and Donald Anderson 

• More Cottage Meetings have been scheduled for May.  Please sign up in the Narthex. 
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ROBOT 

DESIGN 

CONTEST 

 

CALLING ALL families, 

engineers, lawyers, 

kids, artists, 

grandparents, doctors, 

retirees, competitors 

EVERYONE!! 

 
We are gearing up for VBS this 

summer and need ROBOTS! 
 

Create a robot to be used during 
VBS July 17-21.  Be creative and 

use your imagination.    Use 
whatever materials you'd like—

recycled products, household 
items, craft supplies, junk yard 

finds! Robots do not have to move 
or function. 

 
Voting will be open to the entire 

congregation and begin July 2 and 
continue through the last day of 

VBS on July 21. 
 

PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED!! 
 

*Robots must be at least 4 feet tall 
and delivered to church by July 1.  

  
*Any family that creates a robot 

can send one child to VBS for 
FREE!! 

          
Vacation Bible School 2017 

You are invited to Maker Fun 
Factory VBS: Created by God,         
Built  for a Purpose.   

July 17 – July 21   
5:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 
 

Maker Fun Factory is for kids Preschool ages 3 and/or 4 years old 
(that are potty trained) to those that are starting 6th grade.   

At Maker Fun Factory, kids discover that God made them—and 
for a purpose! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning 
activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make 
crafts, devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible 
adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of 
God’s love, and test out “Sciency”-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home 
and play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for 
evidence of God all around them through something called God 
Sightings. Each day concludes with the Funshop Finale that gets 
everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. Family 
members and friends are encouraged to join in our celebration  
on Friday 7:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

Kids at Maker Fun Factory VBS will join a mission effort to help 
construct a safe and secure playground for use by children in the 
foster care system and the families caring for them.  The 
playground will be located on the campus of The Wichita 
Children’s Home.   

We will once again offer a kid friendly meal, beginning at 5:00 
p.m. Please note: children coming before 5:45 p.m. need to be 
accompanied by an adult as we will not have enough staff on hand 
to be able to adequately supervise children before then. 

Reformation has a Facebook page for VBS (Reformation Lutheran 
Church, ELCA – VBS)! If you have a Facebook account please come 
join us and be our friend. We plan on using the page in many 
ways. You will be able to see what we are planning this year, 
check out the decorations, find items that we need donated, 
volunteer to help, and once VBS gets started you will be able to 
see pictures of all the children enjoying all of the hard work that 
we put into making this another successful VBS year at 
Reformation. It will also be a place that if you have an idea or 
something that you want to share with the VBS staff you can get in 
touch with us.  

You can register for VBS online (https://vbspro.events/p/events/
reformationwichitaks) or complete a paper registration at church. 
Fee is $5.00 per child. 

If you would like to help with donations please see the donation 
board in the narthex. If you have any questions or ideas feel free 
to contact Tina Alstrom (650-4126).  For decorating questions, 
please contact Meegan Jowdy (770-876-7254).  
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Weekend Worship  
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m. 
                 Learning for all Ages, 9:45 a.m.  
      Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
                     (10:30 a.m. May 28 - Sept. 10) 
             
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
Nancy Martin, Organ and Piano                    
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
Jeri Leis, Childcare Provider 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 

Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

May  

 

 

Camp Tomah Shinga 
 

It’s not too late! You can still sign up for camp! Spend a 
week surrounded God’s awesome creation and learn 
about God’s love for you, all while you pray, swim in the 
pool, worship, hike in the woods, study God’s Word, cook 
outside, and maybe even sleep out under the stars! You 
will not want to miss all of that fun at Camp Tomah 
Shinga this summer! 

  

In addition to Reformation’s confirmation students 
attending Confirmation Camp June 25-30, there are also 
programs are available for 1st-3rd graders, 4th-6th graders, 
6th-8th graders, and senior high (based on the year you 
just completed)! There are even mini sessions for the two 
younger groups if this is your first time at camp and you 
aren’t quite sure about going for a full week.  

  

Don’t let money be an issue. Scholarships may be 
available. See Pastor Kristin if you want or need more 
information about camp or about scholarships. You can 
also learn more about camp – and register for your week 
of choice -  on the Camp Tomah Shinga website: 
www.tomahshinga.com 
  

http://www.tomahshinga.com

