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Vacation Bible School 2017 

You are invited to Maker Fun Factory VBS: 
Created by God, Built  for a Purpose.   

July 17 – July 21   
5:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

 
Maker Fun Factory is for kids Preschool 
ages 3 and/or 4 years old (that are potty 

trained) to those that are starting 6th grade.   

At Maker Fun Factory, kids discover that God made them—and for a 
purpose! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing 
catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make crafts, devour 
yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect 
Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out 
“Sciency”-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer 
long. Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them 
through something called God Sightings. Each day concludes with the 
Funshop Finale that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve 
learned. Family members and friends are encouraged to join in our 
celebration  on Friday 7:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

Kids at Maker Fun Factory VBS will join a mission effort to help 
construct a safe and secure playground for use by children in the 
foster care system and the families caring for them.  The playground 
will be located on the campus of The Wichita Children’s Home.   

We will once again offer a kid friendly meal, beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
Please note: children coming before 5:45 p.m. need to be 
accompanied by an adult as we will not have enough staff on hand to 
be able to adequately supervise children before then. 

Reformation has a Facebook page for VBS (Reformation Lutheran 
Church, ELCA – VBS)! If you have a Facebook account please come 
join us and be our friend. We plan on using the page in many ways. 
You will be able to see what we are planning this year, check out the 
decorations, find items that we need donated, volunteer to help, and 
once VBS gets started you will be able to see pictures of all the 
children enjoying all of the hard work that we put into making this 
another successful VBS year at Reformation. It will also be a place that 
if you have an idea or something that you want to share with the VBS 
staff you can get in touch with us.  

You can register for VBS online (https://vbspro.events/p/events/
reformationwichitaks) or complete a paper registration at church. Fee 
is $5.00 per child. 

If you would like to help with donations please see the donation 
board in the narthex. If you have any questions or ideas feel free to 
contact Tina Alstrom (650-4126).  For decorating questions, please 
contact Meegan Jowdy (770-876-7254).  

Camp Tomah Shinga 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s not too late! You can still sign up 
for camp! Spend a week surrounded 
God’s awesome creation and learn 
about God’s love for you, all while you 
pray, swim in the pool, worship, hike 
in the woods, study God’s Word, cook 
outside, and maybe even sleep out 
under the stars! You will not want to 
miss all of that fun at Camp Tomah 
Shinga this summer! 

  

In addition to Reformation’s 
confirmation students attending 
Confirmation Camp June 25-30, there 
are also programs available for 1st-3rd 
graders, 4th-6th graders, 6th-8th 
graders, and senior high (based on 
the year you just completed)! There 
are even mini sessions for the two 
younger groups if this is your first 
time at camp and you aren’t quite 
sure about going for a full week.  

  

Don’t let money be an issue. 
Scholarships may be available. See 
Pastor Kristin if you want or need 
more information about camp or 
about scholarships. You can also learn 
more about camp – and register for 
your week of choice -  on the Camp 
Tomah Shinga website: 
www.tomahshinga.com 

 
 

 

http://www.tomahshinga.com
http://tomahshinga.com/
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By the time you read this, I will have a tattoo.  Even as I type that, I shudder a bit.  I grew 
up with a mother who told me that only bad girls and sailors get tattoos.  As a child, I 
knew that tattoos were so evil that they were specifically mentioned in Leviticus.   
When I was a bit older, I learned that tattoos were created with thousands of inked 
needle pricks that hurt... a lot.  And, if all that wasn’t enough, I am very aware that Gary 
isn’t at all fond of the idea of having a tattooed wife. He appears to be getting used to 
the idea. 

 

Even though I have seen some beautiful tattoos on folks like ELCA Pastor Nadia Bolz-
Weber and my friend Cindy (who had tattoos drawn over her cancer scars) I was not 
even tempted until several years ago when a friend told me about Project Semicolon.  In 
grammar, a semicolon indicates a pause in the midst of a sentence.  Project Semicolon 
works to prevent suicide beginning with the simple message “your story is not over”.  
Since learning about this project, I am more aware of semicolon tattoos (often behind 
an ear, on a finger, or on a wrist) and I have often drawn semicolons with a Sharpie on 
my fingers to support those who struggle with suicidal ideation, those who had 
attempted suicide, and those who have had a loved one die by suicide. 
 

Perhaps you heard some of the public service advertisements during May (Mental Health Awareness Month) that 
expressed concern for the 20% of the population dealing with one or more mental illnesses.  These illnesses can’t 
be cured by just smiling more, getting out into the sunshine, or snapping out of it.  Because of our 
misunderstandings, shame is also associated with mental illness.  Those who struggle often are thought of as 
weak or lazy.  One former parishioner told me that, when she was first diagnosed with depression, she parked her 
car 3 bloks from her psychiatrist’s office because she didn’t want anyone to know she was crazy. It has been 
almost two decades since I completed my doctoral work on adolescent depression and suicidal ideation; we 
haven’t learned much in those decades.  I am hopeful that little things like a semicolon tattoo will help us 
communicate more and better about mental health issues. 
 
Guessing that you will not run out to get a semicolon tattoo, here are some other things you can do: 

• Pray: for those who struggle with mental illness and their families and friends; for doctors, 
counselors, and staff in clinics and hospitals; for pharmaceutical companies and researchers to find 
better medications with less severe side-effects. 
• Listen: to the stories of those who live with mental illness to grow in your own understanding that 
how most of us use words like “depression” or “anxiety” have a very different meaning to someone 
diagnosed with a disorder. 
• Learn:  check out www.projectsemicolon.com or www.nami.org to learn more.   

Congratulations to Katie Hobart who has been chosen                        
(again this year) to attend the                                                                   

Augsburg College Youth Theology Institute  
 

I have been accepted into the Augsburg College Youth theology 
Institution. “ACYTI” is a week long summer program on June 25-30   

for high school students held at Augsburg College in Minneapolis, MN. 
Participates spend the week discussing  theology, engaging the 
community around Augsburg, and getting to know each other. This 
summer’s theme is God’s Mosaic: Diversity as Good News. I look 
forward to attending ACYTI this summer  to discuss diversity through 
the lens of theology and to meet new people!       
                                                                                                              Katie Hobart 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 
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+ Many Thanks to all the thoughts and prayers 
offered in my behalf during my recent back 
surgery and hospitalization. Plus visits from 
Pastor Mari Larson and daily visits from Jette 
Mortensen...VERY much appreciated. 
 
Alan Aagaard 
 
+ I wish to thank you all for the prayers and 
wishes while I have been so ill. They have been 
wonderful and saw me through some trying days 
in the hospital. Please accept my grateful 
appreciation. I am home now, due to God’s grace 
and your prayers. It will be a slow process for me, 
but a battle I fully intend to win. Must offer a very 
special thanks to Barbara and Jette; they were so 
faithful in their visits and were fantastic! 

A very grateful Yvonne Holland 

 

+ Thanks to Dallas Rakestraw, Susayn Brandes, 
Maureen Hofrenning, and Mikelle Fraizer for their 
work on new personnel policies for RLC. 

 
 

 

Central States Synod Assembly 
 

Please keep these 
Reformation members 
in your prayers as they 
attend our Central 
States Synod Assembly 
in Kansas City on June   
8-10:  Tim & Anjanette 

Allbritten, Ken Hobart & Marcia Werts, Katie 
Hobart, Pastor Kristin, and Pastor Mari.  Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be giving the Keynote 
Presentations.  This year’s opening worship will 
be a jazz service.  In addition to doing the business 
of the Synod, there are service opportunities, a 
banquet, and workshops.  (As the Synod’s LEIRN 
representative, Pastor Mari will be one of the 
leaders of a workshop on Interfaith Relations.) 

500 Miles for  
500 Years 

As you may have heard by now, 
this year marks the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. 
According to popular legend, 
Martin Luther nailed the 95 
Theses to the Wittenberg Castle 
Church door on October 31, 
1517. As part of the Lutheran 
Church, we recognize that we are 
continually being reformed by 
God – made new and 
transformed into God’s image.  
 
Your pastors invite you to join 
them in a different kind of 
reformation over the coming months. They are 
committing to walking 500 miles for the 500 years 
between May 1 and October 31. That works out to just 
under 2.75 miles a day (2.7174, if you want to be 
particular) over these next six months. They would love to 
have as many people join them as possible. Watch for a 
bulletin board where we can all track our progress, and 
for information about group walks during the coming 
months. Join us for this fun way to prepare for and 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation! 
 
Since Pastor Kristin cannot walk while she recovers 
from surgery, you can walk a mile for her. Just complete 
the form in the church office and put it in her mailbox. 

 

Coleman 8th Graders Celebrate 

Imagine 140 some 8th graders filling 
the narthex and parish hall!  
Wednesday, May 17 was the last day 
of school for these lively students 
who will be moving on to the various 
high schools.  Each year they share 
breakfast together with their 

classmates and then watch a powerpoint presentation of 
the year in review.  Some are elated; some a bit sad but all 
are filled with promise. 

The Coleman 8th grade teachers did the serving and the 
Reformation folks helped as needed.  Pastor Mari 
welcomed everyone; Gene Bowers was in charge of the 
sound booth; Sheryl Johnson put together the table decor; 
Carole set up tables and chairs for all, and I did whatever 
was needed. 

We are so fortunate to have a partnership with our 
neighbor, Coleman Middle School.                                                                                             
                                                                                 Suzanne Koch 
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Yellow Bag June Challenge 
 

This month's food challenge is 
Canned Vegetables! Drop off a 
can or two of your favorite 
canned veggies at the collection 
bin in the Parish Hall. The bins 
have been overflowing! Thank-
you for making a difference in the 

lives of so many, one can at a time. Your donation will 
be delivered to the Open Door pantry at the end of the 
month. Please contact Christi Leewright-Patry (214-
1879) with questions, suggestions, or to partner in this 
ministry.  

Best Times of Life 
  Nancy Maier of Mosaic 

 

BTOL (Best Times of Life) will meet 
June 12 at 12:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall. Our presentation will be given 
by Nancy Maier of MOSAIC of 
Winfield. MOSAIC offers “A life of 
possibilities for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities”. She will tell of their Mission 
and their 104 years history with the Lutheran Church.  
Mosaic employees make dog biscuits, dog beds, and 
Jumpy Monkey coffee. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and your own 
table service.  Call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or 
Doris Moden (636-8996) with your reservations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mosaic staff visited Reformation in March.                                
Nancy is third from the left. 

 
 
 

 
Women of Reformation Calendar 

All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

June 5 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
June 19 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
June 21 Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 Lesson Leader: Sandy Muse  
 Hostess: Barb Everson at her home 
 
 
Rebecca Circle does not meet in the months of June, 
July, or August. 

 Budget Actual 2016 

Income 160,717 177,329 138,527 

Expenses 164,024 145,247 135,710 

Income Less 

Expense 

(3,307) 32,082 2,817 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 
As of April 30, 2017 

Easy Way to Help the Homeless  

 

Do you have books you don’t 
need but don’t want to send 
to the landfill?  Donate them 
to New Leaf Book Mercantile, 
a division of Union Rescue 
Mission.  They take new and 
used books, DVD’s and CD’s.  
They even take tattered or 

water-damaged volumes.  They sell some online, 
repurpose some and recycle others.  This endeavor 
turns books, CD’s & DVD’s into jobs for the 
unemployed, meals for the hungry and money to 
supply needed services such as mental health and 
educational opportunities for homeless men. 

You will find a marked collection bin in the Parish 
hall which last month you filled up. Keep those 
books coming and let’s fill it again and help many 
worthwhile services right here in Wichita. 
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Stephen Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

Master, be our helper and 
defender.  Rescue those in distress; raise 
up the fallen; assist the needy; heal the 
sick; turn back those of your people who 
stray; feed the hungry; release captives; 
revive the weak; encourage those who 
lose heart. Let all nations realize that you 
are the only God, that Jesus Christ is your 
child, and that we are your people and 
the sheep of your pasture.  

 - a letter from Clement to the Corinth 
Christians, 96 A.D.  

Stephen Ministry provides confidential 
one-to-one ministry; identity and 
interactions between care giver and care 
receiver remain private. Stephen 
Ministers seek to bring Christ's healing 
love to people who are lonely, grieving, 
ill, or stressed.   
 
If you or someone you know could 
benefit from this ministry, call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for 
information:  Anita Dorf (210-9121), 
David Dorf (208-4060), Lotus Gerards 
(683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101).  

What’s Cooking??  
 

     Each month we prepare scrambled eggs (with cheese or with 
cheese, meat and peppers), pancakes, coffee, orange juice, milk, 
peanut butter/jelly sandwiches.  Depending on the weather, water 
bottles, snack packs of cheese/crackers or peanut butter/crackers 
are available.  PANERA donates delicious day-old bagels and bread 
each week…we provide the cream cheese!  Plastic bags are 
provided so our guests can take “foods to go”.  We cook/serve until 
we run out of food. Guests are welcome to come through the 
serving line for seconds and sometimes thirds. 
 
     The grocery list includes a minimum of 45 dozen eggs, 5# 
shredded cheese, 10 gallons orange juice, 8-10 gallons milk, green 
peppers, salsa, hot sauce, 6 loaves of sandwich bread, peanut butter, 
jelly, syrup, 1-2 large bags pancake mix, plastic forks, plates, 
napkins and cups for beverages.  RLC also contributes cleaning 
supplies, dishwashing detergent, hand soap and plastic food service 
gloves.   
 
     Two to three pancake griddles and three large skillets of 
scrambled eggs are going at all times.  200 cups of coffee are ready 
(thanks to commercial timers) when we arrive at 6:45-7am to begin 
preparing breakfast.  Sometimes hot chocolate is also offered.  The 
doors are open to our guests when we have an adequate amount of 
food on the serving line to begin.  In cold weather, the doors are 
opened earlier and guests are encouraged to come in from the cold 
and enjoy hot coffee while breakfast is being prepared. 
 
     Questions/comments?  Please call me at 316 641 2733 or email 
me .   
                          Susan Martin, RLC Community Breakfast Coordinator 

 
 

Reformation is a recipient of Dillon’s Com-
munity Rewards dollars!  If you shop at Dil-
lon’s, your purchases can benefit your con-
gregation (without any cost to you).  Here’s 
what you need to do to make this happen: 

If you don’t already have a Plus card, ask the cashier for one the 
next time you are at Dillon’s 

Go to:  at www.dillons.com/communityrewards 
Sign in, if you already have an account, or Register, to create an 

account 
Hit “Enroll Now” and enter Reformation’s NPO code:  50590 

Quarterly, Dillon’s will send us a percentage of the dollars Refor-
mation members have spent in their stores.   

 

Thanks to the 21 households who registered their Dillon’s loyalty 
cards with community rewards.  In our first quarter, Reformation 
received $72.75. Imagine what that would mean if more members 
registered their cards!  

Do You Have an Article for the   

Re-Focus? 

 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the                  

office mailbox. 

 

Deadline for the  July Re-Focus               

is June 15.  
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ROBOT DESIGN CONTEST 

 
CALLING ALL families, engineers, lawyers, kids, artists, grandparents, 

doctors, retirees, competitors EVERYONE!! 

 
We are gearing up for VBS this summer and need ROBOTS! 

 
Create a robot to be used during VBS July 17-21.  Be creative and use your imagination.    
Use whatever materials you'd like—recycled products, household items, craft supplies, 
wood, junk yard finds! Robots do not have to move or function, but they can. 
 
Voting will be open to the entire congregation and begin July 2 and continue through the 
last day of VBS on July 21. (We will vote with our dollars; all donations will support the 
playground at the Wichita Children’s Home 

 
PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED!! 

 
*Robots must be at least 4 feet tall and delivered to church by July 1.  

  
*Any family that creates a robot can send one child to VBS for FREE!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                         “Live creatively, friends.”                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                Galatians 6:1 (The Message) 
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Weekend Worship  
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m. 
                 Learning for all Ages, 9:45 a.m. (Sept –May) 
      Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
                     (10:30 a.m. May 28 - Sept. 3)  
            
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
Nancy Martin, Organ and Piano                    
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
Jeri Leis, Childcare Provider 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 

Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

June 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 
Saturday   5:30 p.m. 

Sunday   8:30 a.m. (Rise) 

Sunday  10:30 a.m.  (Traditional)  
beginning Sunday, May 28 
 
 

Beginning on Sunday, May 28, we will move to our 
summer worship schedule. As our learning hour takes a 
break for the summer, we will shift our late service to be 
a half hour earlier. Saturday evening and Rise worship 
will remain the same. The late service will return to 
11:00 a.m. when Sunday School resumes on September 
10. We’ll see you in worship! 


