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    Vacation Bible School 2017 
    Maker Fun Factory: 

    Created by God, Built for a Purpose 
 

    July 17 – 21 
     5:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

Meet Decker. Decker is a deep-sea dwelling decorator crab, and will 
help us kick off our week of Vacation Bible School by reminding us that 
we were each made by God. Throughout the rest of the week, Decker’s friends will help us remember that God is 
for us, always with us, will always love us, and finally, that God has made us for a purpose!  
 

YOU are invited to participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building 
games, make crafts, devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory 
Buddies to remind you of God’s love, and test out “Sciency”-Fun Gizmos you’ll take home and play with all 
summer long. Together, we will learn to look for God Sightings - evidence of God all around us. Each day 
concludes with the Funshop Finale that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. Family members 
and friends are encouraged to gather for an extended closing and celebration of our week together on Friday, 
7:45pm – 8:15pm. 
 

Part of our purpose during our week together will be to join a mission effort to help construct a safe and secure 
playground for use by children in the foster care system and the families caring for them.  The playground will 
be located on the campus of The Wichita Children’s Home. Offerings will be collected each day to help with the 
cost of building the playground. 
 

Here are the important specifics: 
Maker Fun Factory is for kids Preschool ages 3-4 years old (that are potty trained) to those that are starting 

6th grade.   
We will once again offer a kid friendly meal, beginning at 5:00pm. Please note: children coming before 5:45 

need to be accompanied by an adult as we will not have enough staff on hand to be able to adequately 
supervise children before 5:45.  

You can register for VBS online (https://vbspro.events/p/events/reformationwichitaks) or complete a 
paper registration at church. Fee is $5.00 per child. 

Want to get a jump start on learning the music? Purchase a music CD at the VBS table for $5.00. 
Donations are still needed – check out the donation board in the narthex to see how you might be able to 

help! 
 

Bring a friend for free! 
If you register for VBS at Reformation, you can bring a friend for free! They will still need to register, but the $5 
registration fee will be waived for them.  
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Christian Community        
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Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 
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“We are church,  
we are Lutheran,  

we are church together,  
and we are church  

for the sake  
of the world.” 

 
Presiding Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having unexpected major surgery 
has a way of getting your attention. 
When you suddenly need to rely on 
others for everything, when your 
patience with your own body is 
tested, and when it even hurts to 
laugh, there are a number of 
emotions that come into play. I felt 
many of them, but eventually, for 
me, dealing with all of that made me 
a bit reflective. And those reflections 
have left me feeling incredibly 
grateful.  
 
I am definitely grateful that it wasn’t 
anything more serious. That I’ll be 
“good as new” once I heal from 
surgery. I’m grateful for good 
healthcare, and for insurance, but 
most of all, I am grateful for the 
community that surrounds me. 
 
I’m grateful for my kind, patient, 
understanding & supportive 
husband, for my incredible parents 
who dropped everything to come to 
Wichita (even though pain meds had 
me too “fuzzy” most of the time my 
dad was here to remember him 
being here), for my mom who stayed 
an extra week to help care for me 
after I was released from the 
hospital - who cooked, cleaned, 
planted flowers & gave me sewing 
lessons while she was here (yes, she 
is Super Woman), for my brother 
who checked in on me regularly, for 
a colleague and church family who 
have been supportive and 
understanding (especially since this 
popped up just a month after 
returning from sabbatical), for 
family and friends near and far who 
reached out with love and support, 
and for the presence of God in all of 
it, giving me peace (most of the time) 
in the midst of it all.  
 
I was able to experience Christian 
community in action at its best. And 
I was blessed beyond measure by it. 
 
 
 
 

My first week back to work led right 
into our annual Synod Assembly, and 
I once again experienced Christian 
community in action as we gathered 
with brothers and sisters in Christ 
from congregations across Kansas 
and Missouri (Pastor Mari wrote a 
great summary of the assembly 
elsewhere in this newsletter – check 
it out!). 
 
There were some of the same 
aspects of Christian community 
happening at assembly – people 
caring for others, lifting up and 
encouraging them. But there was 
more to it than that as well. 
 
We celebrated the great ministry 
that is happening in our 
congregations, our synod, and 
throughout the ELCA – being 
reminded that we are a part of all of 
it. We talked together about current 
issues in our community and 
throughout the world – not always 
seeing eye to eye, but engaging in 
conversation nonetheless.  
 
During our time together, Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton reminded us 
of the four emphases that she has 
lifted up for the ELCA: “We are 
church, we are Lutheran, we are 
church together, and we are church 
for the sake of the world." 
 
Those words both remind us of our 
identity and call us take the 
powerful force of love and grace that 
I experienced and share it with the 
world.  
 
What a wonderful world it could be. 
 
Thanks for the many ways that you 
already are Christian community in 
action. Where else is God calling us? 
 
God’s peace & joy, 
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Synod Assembly 
 
Last month, in Kansas City, I 
experienced my first Central 
States Synod Assembly.  
Perhaps you would not be 
excited to sit in a ballroom, 
hear presentations, and 
participate in the business of 
the church, but I love these 
things.  Going back to my 

childhood (when I accompanied my parents to LCA assemblies), 
I have participated in more than 35 of these!  RLC was 
represented by 5 voting members:  Marcia Werts, Ken Hobart, 
Katie Hobart, Pastor Kristin, and myself.        
 
We began the Assembly with an engaging keynote presentation 
from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton about the past, present, 
and future work of the ELCA around the world.  Bishop Eaton is 
very down-to-earth and has a great sense of humor.  Katie and 
other Synod youth presented Bishop Eaton a special woodcut of 
WWJD (which, at least in this case, is an acronym for “Who 
Wants Jelly Doughnuts”).  There was Kansas City BBQ and jazz 
worship to conclude the first day. 
 
The remainder of the Assembly featured more business, 
workshops, and a banquet.  Synod youth gave the daily 
credentials report and a trivia question so Katie was at the 
podium.  I was pleased to meet Pastor Chris Deines (a son of 
RLC) and work with him on some ideas to improve the 
compensation guidelines.  Later, I offered an amendment to 
those guidelines (which was passed) and found myself (and 
Chris) appointed to the 2018 Compensation Guidelines Task 
Force.  The Workshop at which I spoke (Lutheran-Muslim 
Relations) had about 100 participants.  Dr. Sophia Kahn, a 
Muslim physician who works with refugees in Kansas City, 
spoke about her faith and answered questions about Islam.  
Many participants were interested in the My Neighbor is Muslim 
study that has been done here at RLC. 
 
The budget was passed without discussion.  Resolutions were 
passed.  I was elected to the Discipline Committee.  Pastor 
Kristin was recognized for her upcoming 10-year ordination 
anniversary!  And Katie received a fist-bump from Bishop Eaton 
during the opening hymn of the incredible closing worship 
service at which Marcia and Katie served as Communion 
Assistants.  (By the way, that worship service can be seen and 
heard on Reformation’s Facebook page.) 
 
Finally, if you are interested in the 2018 Synod Assembly (which 
will be held at Bethany College June 7-9), please let Pastor 
Kristin or myself know. 
 

Pastor Mari Larson 

YESS! 
 
What a gift our 
building is! In just a 
few weeks, our 
building will be full 
of children and 
adults, singing God’s 
praises and 

proclaiming, “Wow, God!” as we gather for 
Vacation Bible School all week long. But that 
is one week out of the year. A lot of the time, 
our church building stands empty, with great 
space available to be used.  
 
There are several different groups that make 
great use of our space. You may already know 
that there is a regular recovery group that 
meets on Monday nights. Several local music 
teachers also use our sanctuary for their 
student recitals. Election time is always busy 
as we serve as a polling for early voting as 
well as election day. We recently hosted the 
Bethany College Choir for a concert. And you 
may have seen the sign that has been up in 
the Parish Hall from the Brownie troop that 
meets here once a month (they also planted 
the beautiful flowers in the big pots by our 
entrance).  
 
There is a new sign hanging in the Parish Hall 
now, from a group of kids who are a part of 
YESS. From their website: “Youth 
Education Summer Socialization Program 
(YESS) is a 10-week summer program serving 
students ages 5-21 with developmental 
disabilities.  The program offers a half day of 
education in classroom settings; half day of 
recreation in the community Monday through 
Thursdays; and Friday is a recreation day 
filled with community based socialization 
activities. The program is designed to help 
students retain what they have learned 
during the school year while developing 
improved communication and socialization 
skills.” Reformation members Karen and 
Eileen Vlamis are a part of the staff for this 
great program. Karen teaches in the 
mornings, and Eileen is recreation staff in the 
afternoon. YESS will frequently schedule time 
at Reformation to enjoy the playground or to 
cool off with a movie in the Parish Hall. What 
a blessing it is to share our space with them! 
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Open Door Food Pantry 
 

This month's challenge is all 
things baby-related!  Jars of 
baby food, baby cereal, 
diapers, formula, anything that 
might help a baby in need. 
These baby items will help 
another baby during these 

warm summer months! Place your donations in the 
shopping cart located right inside the Parish Hall 
doors. Your donations will be delivered at month's 
end to the  Open Door Food Pantry.  

 
Best Times of Life 

Restoration of ‘DOC’ B-29 Plane 
 

BTOL (Best Times of Life) will 
meet July 10 at 12:00 p.m. in our 
parish hall. 
 

Scott Sarver, a volunteer , who was involved with 
the restoration of Doc,B-29 plane will tell us about 
the project and the end result. Many of us remember 
the B-29 being built here at Boeing. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and your own 
table service.  Call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or 
Doris Moden (636-8996) with your reservations. 
 

Food and Fellowship 
Next Potluck, July 29 

 

Each year there are a                                                 
few months that have 
five Saturdays. On those 
fifth Saturdays there is a 
potluck immediately 
following the 5:30 p.m. 
service; at 
approximately 6:20 p.m. This is not just an event for 
those who prefer the Saturday service. It is an 
opportunity for the entire congregation to get to 
know each other better, to see folks they rarely see, 
to meet new friends, and to enjoy great conversation 
and a delicious meal. The remaining fifth Saturdays 
this year are: July 29, September 30 and December 
30. Mark your calendars, fix a dish to share and join 
us. We hope to see you!   

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

July 3 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
July 17 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
July 19 Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 Lesson Leader:  
 Hostess: Kathy Drake 
 
July 31 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Rebecca Circle does not meet in the months of July 
or August. 

 Budget Actual 2016 

Income 200,896 206,097 186,615 

Expenses 205,030 182,099 168,755 

Income Less 

Expense 

(4,134) 23,998 17,860 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Financial Results 
As of May 31, 2017 

Books, DVD’s and CD’s  

 

Do you have books you don’t 
need but don’t want to send 
to the landfill?  Donate them 
to New Leaf Book Mercantile, 
a division of Union Rescue 
Mission.  They take new and 
used books, DVD’s and CD’s.  
They even take tattered or 

water-damaged volumes.  They sell some online, 
repurpose some and recycle others.  This endeavor 
turns books, CD’s & DVD’s into jobs for the 
unemployed, meals for the hungry and money to 
supply needed services such as mental health and 
educational opportunities for homeless men. 

You will find a marked collection bin in the Parish 
hall. We will continue collecting until July 3. 

Christmas in July is         

coming July 30 
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Stephen Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

Answered Prayer 

He asked for strength                                  
that he might achieve; 

he was made weak that he might obey. 

He asked for health                                      
that he might do greater things; 

he was given infirmity                                             
that he might do better things. 

He asked for riches                                     
that he might be happy; 

he was given poverty                                 
that he might be wise. 

He asked for power                                     
that he might have the praise of men; 

he was given weakness                              
that he might feel the need of God. 

He asked for all things                               
that he might enjoy life; 

he was given life                                          
that he might enjoy all things. 

He has received nothing                            
that he asked for; 

all that he hoped for.  

His prayer is answered. 

He is most blest. 

 

Stephen Ministry provides confidential 
one-to-one ministry; identity and 
interactions between care giver and care 
receiver remain private.   

 

Stephen ministers seek to bring Christ's 
healing love to people who are lonely, 
grieving, ill, or stressed.  If you or 
someone you know could benefit from 
this ministry, call one of the following 
Stephen Leaders for information: Anita 
Dorf (210-9121), David Dorf (208-4060), 
Lotus Gerards (683-8602), Marsha Sears 
(634-6101). 

Houston, We Have a Gathering! 
 

The ELCA Youth Gathering might 
be a year away, but it is time to 
start thinking about it now! This 
incredible trip is open to all 
students who are 8th-12th grade 
during the 2017-2018 school year 
(yep! expanded to include 8th 
graders this year!), and is filled 
with amazing moments of 
worship, service, strengthening 
relationships with friends and 
with God, and FUN – lots of FUN! The Gathering is transformational 
for those who attend. One person put it perfectly: “The Gathering 
belongs on the timeline of your faith journey.” Registration takes 
place this fall, so now is the time to get excited about a fun and faith
-filled week in Houston!  
  
As we prepare to register we want to make sure you have all of the 
information you need before you sign up! We will have an 
informational meeting on Sunday, July 9 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Parish Hall. Be there! 
  
If you are interested in the Gathering, but cannot be here on the 9th, 
please let Pastor Kristin know as soon as possible. Email or call her 
with any questions  634-0586 

 
 
 

Youth Ministry Reboot 
Thursday, July 13, 6:00 p.m. 

 
Life is very different for our youth today 
than it was even ten years ago, and we 
need to adapt to figure out how to be 
engaged in ministry with young people 
in the most effective way. We are 
excited to brainstorm and dream, but 
we need your voices to be a part of the 
conversation. Whether you have a 
student in this age range or not, if you 
care about young people, we want you 
to join us! 
 
On Thursday, July 13, you are invited to be a part of the 
brainstorming! We’ll gather at Reformation at 6:00 p.m. (a light 
dinner provided!), and begin our dreaming and planning. Please 
RSVP to Pastor Kristin ( 634-0586) by Tuesday, July 11. 
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Let’s Be Healthy Together 
 

Life Line Screening, a 
leading provider of 
community-based 
preventive health 
screenings will be      
in our community on 
Thursday, September 
7, 2017 at 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church. Ultrasound screenings to 
identify risk factors for 
Cardiovascular disease include; 
Carotid Artery (plaque buildup-a 
leading cause of stroke), Abdominal 
Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement 
or weak area in the main blood 
vessel that carries blood from the 
heart to the rest of the body), 
Peripheral Arterial Disease 
(hardening of the arteries in the 
legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening 
(an EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-
irregular heartbeat) and an 
Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for 
men and women. Being proactive 
about your health by knowing your 
risks helps you and your doctor 
address problems early.  
 
Register online TODAY at 
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle  or by calling             
1-800-772-8260 and receive your 
“Community Circle” discount and 
your Preferred Appointment!  
 

Filling The Gap  
August 7 – 18  

 

With shorter school years and longer summers, Filling 
the Gap: Lunches for Kids has expanded to cover the 
longer gap between summer lunch programs and the 
start of school. While there are some locations that 
will serve lunches for up to 4 weeks, Hilltop, the loca-
tion where Reformation has helped, will serve for just 
two of those weeks, thanks to the summer lunch pro-
grams in that area that continue a bit longer. Here are     
some ways you can help: 

 
Donate $$  
You can donate to the program to help cover the cost of the lunches. 
With the extra lunches needed, the estimated cost is an additional 
$10,000. Send donations designated for “Filling the Gap Lunches” to 
Partners for Wichita, 925 N. Waco, Wichita, KS 67203 or to Kansas 
Food, 1919 E. Douglas, Wichita, KS 67211. 
 
Donate Snacks  
Give fruit or pudding cups, packaged snack bars, chips, or crackers to 
supplement the packaged lunch. Partners will be sponsoring a dona-
tion day on Friday, July 14th from 11:00-1:00 at the Kansas Food 
Bank, 1919 E. Douglas. Stop by the Food bank and drop off donations. 
In addition, we will have a donation box set up at Reformation early 
this month. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
We will provide support to the Hilltop Mobile Site which is in the 
parking lot of the Hilltop Community Center at 1329 S. Terrace. We 
need drivers to help transport the lunches and snacks to the Hilltop 
site. We’re looking for members with a van/SUV/truck, or a couple of 
folks that would be willing to make it a joint effort in transporting. 
This involves loading up lunches, milk, and snack items around 11:15 
at the church, deliver to the Hilltop site, help hand out lunches from 
12-1:00 and then return unused items back to Reformation. Watch 
for a sign-up sheet by the donation box in the narthex.  
The Service Board and Partners For Wichita thank the members of 
Reformation for the continued support of this community project. 

Funds for Mision San Juan de Dios 
 

Recently we asked that you contribute funds for the mission church in Planeview, a very 
depressed area of south Wichita.  We greatly appreciate your willingness to help out by 
setting aside 40 for 40 during out Lenten journey.  It is important to remember that the 
tiny church continues to needs funds to stay viable.  It is reported that they are serving 
40 to 50 people each Sunday which shows good, strong growth. Pastor Ivan has been 

working very hard to serve the underserved in Planeview.  
 

Please consider giving to the church as often as possible.  Setting aside an amount each month would be 
extremely helpful. Just drop your gift in the offering plate and make it out to St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  In the 
memo line, put for the Mision San Juan de Dios.  The Service board has been discussing ways to help and supports 
this plea.   Thank you, The Service Board of Reformation Lutheran 
 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Mission Endowment  
Fund Update 

 
Formed in 2000, the Reformation 
Lutheran Church Mission 
Endowment Fund provides funding, 
through grants, for purposes that 
further the mission of Reformation or 
the broader ELCA.  The original 
committee members gifted the fund 
of $4000 and through generous 
contributions and investment 
earnings, the balance has grown to 
over $266,000 today.  The Mission 
Endowment Committee, elected by 
the congregation, accepts 
applications twice a year in April and 
October and the amount of money 
available each year is determined by 
a formula set by the ELCA. The 
committee met in May and awarded 
grants to the following programs: 
 
Mision San Juan de Dios - our Area 5 
Mission Church located in the 
Planeview community 

Partners for Wichita – including 
Filling the Gap and Bags of Blessings 

Companion Synod Ministry – 
helping cover the costs for two young 
adults from Papua New Guinea to 
serve as counselors at Camp Tomah 
Shinga  

Crossroads Lutheran Church, San 
Tan Valley, AZ – helping provide 
programs of outreach to families with 
little faith experience from this 
mission church 

For this application period, the 
committee received requests for 
funds in excess of the year’s 
allocation for all of 2017. Families are 
encouraged to consider a gift to the 
Endowment Fund when making  
stewardship decisions or as a way to 
offer a memorial. 

Ruth Ann Koepsel, Chair 
Susayn Brandes 
Pam Lyford 
Jerry Whetstone 
Jeanne Tiller 
Pastor Mari, ex officio 
 

Missionary Bradn Buerkle to Visit Reformation 
 
Rev. Bradn Buerkle, ELCA missionary to Russia, will be visiting the 
Central States Synod during the last week in July and will be at 
Reformation Lutheran Church in Wichita on Sunday evening, July 24 
at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall to share about the ministry in Russia.  
Everyone is invited.   
 

Missionary Buerkle is visiting the CSS-ELCA because he is sponsored 
by several congregations in our Synod, and the Lutheran Church in 
Asian Russia is a companion church to the Central States Synod.  Rev. 
Buerkle is fluent in Russian and extremely knowledgeable about the 
history of Christianity in Russia, the history of Russia as a nation, and 
the ministry of the churches there as they are re-emerging following 
decades of oppression during the Soviet Era.  He is developing a 
ministry called “Equipping for Service” which is designed to take 
continuing education for ministry to the congregational leadership of 
the Lutheran Church in Russia.  Last fall Pastor Len Dale, recently 
retired assistant to the Bishop of our Synod, spent 6 weeks in Russia 
with Missionary Buerkle giving seminars and workshops for 
congregational leaders.   
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to become better informed about 
what God is up to with our sister church in Russia and how we as a 
Synod can learn from and  be supportive of those CoSyn Christians.  
(prepared by Gary Teske, chair of the Companion Synod Team, CSS-
ELCA)  
 

From the Church Council 
 

The Church Council met on June 20.  Jon Bruntz shared devotions 
about Nehemiah.  We approved the May minutes and reviewed the 
May financial reports.  We accepted the resignation of Mikelle Fraizer 
from the position of Treasurer.  Mikelle served in this position for 
more than 11 years!  We also accepted the resignation of Rhea 
Hartley from the Council due to a change in work schedule.  Thanks 
to both women for their service. 
 

A financial transition team has been appointed, and Dulcinea 
Rakestraw has been appointed as Treasurer.  Cheryl Hoops has been 
appointed to the Council to fill the position left vacant by Rhea. 
 

The Council approved Marjorie Meyersick as a new member of our 
congregation.  Marjorie had been a member of Reformation many 
years ago and is Waldo Gerards’ sister.  It is great to welcome her 
back. 
 

We expressed thanks for Anita Dorf’s worship leadership on May 13-
14, when Pastor Mari was on vacation and Pastor Kristin was 
recovering from emergency surgery, and on June 10-11, so that our 
pastors could be part of the closing worship service of the Central 
States Synod Assembly. 
 

Jon Bruntz gave us an update from the Property Board on repairs 
completed, in process, and upcoming.  There will be a work day in 
August for several projects.  They are in the “idea stage” of a new sign 
project.    
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Weekend Worship  
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m. 
                 Learning for all Ages, 9:45 a.m. (Sept –May) 
      Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
                     (10:30 a.m. May 28 - Sept. 3)   
           
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.– 12 p.m. & 1p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
Nancy Martin, Organ and Piano                    
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
Jeri Leis, Childcare Provider 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 

Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

July 

 

 

Movie Night at Reformation 
“The Shack” 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 28 
 

Based on William P. Youngs popular novel, “ 
the Shack” is the tale of a man who questions 
his very beliefs after a terrible family tragedy. 
Then, at his lowest moment, he is invited to a 
shack in the Oregon wilderness where he 
meets a mysterious trio who help him examine 
his life.   
 
Whether you read the book on your own, or 
read it when Reformation had a class on it or 
just never got around to reading it, you’ll enjoy  
the adaption with Octavia Spencer and Sam 
Worthington.  Join us for a good movie, pop-
corn and conversation! Rated PG-13 / 2 hrs. 12 
minutes. 


