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Pastor Kristin’s “10” Extravaganza

Come celebrate with us! On Sunday, August 27th, Reformation Lutheran Church will be honoring and
celebrating the 10th anniversary of the Ordination of Pastor Kristin Woelk. This also coincides with the 10th
anniversary of her joining us in service to Reformation.
Please plan to come to the parish hall at 5:00 p.m. that Sunday afternoon for a "cookout" potluck. The Fellowship
Board will provide hotdogs and hamburgers, but there will be sign-up sheets prior to the event so that we can
coordinate a bit in terms of the rest of the food. Look for more details as we get a little closer to the date!
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I made my annual pilgrimage to the
Wild Goose Festival in Hot Springs,
North Carolina, July 12-16. Each
year, I have a choice of flying
(through Charlotte to Asheville and
renting a car) or driving (almost
1,900 miles). I drove this year and
enjoyed the lush, green, hilly,
winding back roads and the comfort
of a hotel room (rather than a
sleeping bag in a tent) each night. I
wrote the following on Day 2 of the
Festival:

to religious organizations. Every
time we gather for worship, words
of repentance and forgiveness are
spoken or sung. We do this because
of tradition, certainly, but we also do
it because Jesus gave us the
responsibility to forgive (70x7 times,
according to Matthew 18:22) and to
speak God’s forgiveness, “If you
forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them…” (John 20:23). When
I was a student chaplain at a VA
Hospital, I listened to veterans in
recovery do their “Fifth Steps”
admitting to God, ourselves, and
another human being the exact
nature of our wrongs). Supervisors
had learned years earlier that having
chaplains serve as that other human
being helped veterans stay in
recovery because, as part of our rite,
we spoke powerful words of
forgiveness to them.

It’s damp this morning in Hot
Springs. Most of us are still thinking
and talking about last night’s
worship and message from Nadia
Bolz-Weber, an ELCA pastor from
Denver. Pastor Nadia is the reason I
started coming to the Wild Goose
Festival. She had mentioned it on
social media several years ago, and
sparked my interest. Now it is for me
an annual pilgrimage.
Pr. Nadia shared with us that, if Jesus
returned today, he would probably
Last night, Pr. Nadia spoke about
say to the churches, “Why don’t you
Martin Luther the pastor. In all of my talk about forgiveness as much as I
graduate school and seminary
did?” Those words hit many of us to
courses, I don’t remember anyone
the depth of our souls and led us to
emphasizing Luther as pastor. It was pray about, think about, and talk
a new perspective for me and, I
about how that can change.
learned, a new perspective for many
others, too. Luther saw his
OK, Jesus! Here goes: people of God,
congregation members burdened by it is the duty and privilege of your
the quest to be perfect without Jesus congregation to convey God’s
in order to be good enough to meet forgiveness to you. If what we do in
Jesus. Luther knew the burden of
worship seems inadequate, if there
this quest personally because he had are one or more sins that continue to
struggled fervently to be perfect, but burden you, please know that we
could never achieve it. Once he
have in our denomination a rite of
understood grace, he couldn’t bear
individual confession and
to let anyone else endure the
forgiveness that can be done any
terminal quest to earn salvation. It
time, in a pastor’s office, in an empty
was especially problematic for
sanctuary, in a coffee shop, in your
Luther that the church itself was
home. There’s a place in that rite
promoting this quest through the
where your sins can be spoken, but
sale of indulgences.
they don’t need to be listed out loud
in order for you to be forgiven of
A key role of the church, both then
them. It has been a powerful
and now, is to speak forgiveness.
experience for the few people who
Many things we do as church can be have made use of it. If you would like
done by businesses, other nonto participate in this rite, let either
profits, clubs, or governments, but
Pastor Kristin or myself know.
the primacy of forgiveness is unique
Pastor Mari
2

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 27
It is that time of year
again! Pencils, paper,
crayons and other
school supplies are
flying off the shelves as
families prepare for a
new school year. On
Sunday, August 27, all
students – young and
old – are invited to bring
their backpacks, school
bags, or lunch boxes to
worship for a special
blessing as school begins. Together we will pray for God’s
blessing on those bags, as well as the students who carry
them. We’ll be reminded that God goes with us wherever
we go and whatever we do – even school – and kids will
receive a special reminder of that promise!

Middle & High School Youth
Pool Party
Friday, August 25, 6:30 p.m.
Middle AND high
school youth are
invited to a
swimmingly good
time at Pastor Mari &
Gary’s house as we
kick off another
fantastic year of
youth ministry with a pool party! We’ll eat, swim,
and talk together about plans for the year,
including what your hopes for youth ministry are
moving forward. Parents are also invited and
encouraged to be there. Join us at Pastor Mari &
Gary’s house (15849 E Stratford Row – about 2
blocks northwest of Central and 159th) on Friday,
August 25 at 6:30 p.m. Yes, you can park in the
driveway.

Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School
We had a gear-rific week at Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School! As
we learned and sang together each night: “I was made for this! I live for
this! God has a reason, reason for my life! I’m gonna shout it out, without a
doubt, I was born for this, built for a purpose!”
Over 35 volunteers helped to lead 56 participants through a fun and faithfilled week. Out of the 56 students registered, only 18 of them were
Reformation members. The other 38 were family or friends, or folks who
had no prior connection to Reformation. What an incredible ministry to
our community!
The robots have now moved on to another congregation for their VBS
(and will move on to other churches from there, too!), but they helped to
raise an
incredible
$673.92 for the
foster care
playground at
the Wichita
Children’s Home.
Robot #7 (with the big green head who talked when
you squeezed its hand) was the winner, with #11 (with
the Chihuly hair) coming in second and #10 (the big
blue drum with the mop hair) was third. Thanks to all
who built robots, and for your generosity for this
offering! Wow, God!
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Open Door Food Pantry
Provides Meals for Wichita Families
Our thanks to Christi
Leewright-Patry who so
capably coordinated this
ministry for the past several
years. Thank you as well to
those of you at Reformation
who faithfully contribute food and other needed
items. A special thank you to Jerry Whetstone for
delivering the food we collect to the Open Door
Pantry every month.
Things have changed a bit since Reformation started
to support the United Methodist Open Door Pantry.
The yellow bags are no longer used and instead
contributions are placed in the grocery cart just
inside the parish hall doors. Unfortunately, because
the cart is not visible in the narthex where most
people gather, some of you may not be aware of this
great opportunity to help feed hungry Wichita
families.
In order to increase the visibility of this ministry, the
grocery cart will be in the narthex on the first
weekend of each month along with a notice
informing you of the focus items for the month.
Since school starts in August, the focus foods will be
peanut butter and jelly. Because peanut allergies
abound these days, consider bringing almond or
cashew butter as well, along with your favorite
flavors of jelly.
Please keep in mind that although we have a
monthly focus, the pantry always has a need for:
canned meat and fish, canned vegetables and fruit,
boxed macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers.
If you have questions or would like to be involved in
this ministry, please contact Cheryl Hoops (3476221).

+ Dear Reformation members,
The generous contributions you have made to
Mision San Juan de Dios through our 40 for 40
Campaign continue to have a tremendous impact on
our ministry in Planeview. Without the kind of
support your congregation has offered, our success
would be impossible.
With heartfelt thanks,
Mision San Juan de Dios Board
+ St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and the Welcome to the
Table Team (comprised of members from Area 5
Lutheran Churches) gratefully acknowledges and
thanks you for your generous donation of $5,000.
There can be no greater calling than caring for our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Renovating St. Paul’s
kitchen will enable the gift of food and fellowship to
continue for years to come.
+ Reformation Lutheran congregation,
Thank you for allowing the Achiever’s 4-H to meet in
your beautiful church.
“Card signed by all the 4-H Achievers”

Does not meet in August.
See you in September.

Women of Reformation Calendar

All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted.

Aug. 7

Blanket Makers, 9 a.m.

September 10 – Rally Day

Aug. 21

Blanket Makers, 9 a.m.

September 24 – God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Day

Rebecca Circle and Dorcas Circle do not meet in
the month of August.

October 5-7 – Garage Sale
October 7 – Blessing of the Animals
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Stephen Ministry

. . . after the phone call you hoped you'd

never get.
. . . after the divorce papers are served
and the bottom falls out of your life.
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has
left and emotions overcome you.
. . . after the doctor says, "I'm sorry, but
there's nothing more we can do."
. . . after the nursing home director
shakes you hand and says, "Welcome to
your new home."
. . . after you find a pink slip with your
final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have
heard your story too many times, but you
still need to talk.
Stephen Ministry provides confidential
one-to-one ministry; identity and
interactions between care giver and care
receiver remain private. Stephen
Ministers seek to bring Christ's healing
love to people who are lonely, grieving,
ill, or stressed. If you or someone you
know could benefit from this service, call
one of the following Stephen Leaders for
information: Anita Dorf (210-9121),
David Dorf (208-4060), Lotus Gerards
(683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101).

College and Seminary Support
Reformation has a long tradition of
gifting members attending Lutheran
colleges and seminaries with
scholarships. This year, Kaylie Ines (a
senior at Bethany College in Lindsborg)
and Katie Hobart (a freshman at
Augsburg University in Minneapolis)
will be receiving scholarships from us.
Our next “Night at the Museum” will
support these scholarships.
P.S. Kaylie Ines will be preaching here on
August 5 & 6!

For the first half of the year Thrivent Financial members have
directed $346 Choice Dollars to Reformation Lutheran Church. If
you want to know if you are eligible to donate Choice Dollars, please
contact Thrivent Financial Associate Justin Carlson at 729-2631.
Thrivent has designated this as a “Summer of Impact” and has
given you an extra $50 in Choice Dollars to designate. Be sure to
sign into your Thrivent account to designate these Choice Dollars
before August 31. Reformation is a recipient but so is Mision San
Juan de Dios (listed as “Partners Ministry” on the Thrivent website)
and many other organizations. Your dollars can go to any of the
organizations listed; it’s your choice!
+++++++++++++++++++++
Extra copies of the Summer 2017 issue of the Thrivent Magazine
are now available at the Thrivent Financial display. This issue’s
features are…
• Money and marriage: Don’t let finances get between you and
your spouse.
• Student loans 101: A crash course on what to expect in the
financial aid process.
• Spring into action: Here’s how you can lead a Thrivent Action
Team to make an even bigger impact in your community.
The Thrivent magazine is mailed to all members of Thrivent
Financial. If you are interested in becoming a member and enjoying
all the available member benefits please contact Justin Carlson,
Financial Associate, (316-729-2631).

News From the Service Board
•

It's time for Back to School. Once again, the
Service Board is sponsoring a school/hygiene
supply drive to help the faculty, staff and students
of Coleman Middle School. Every weekend in
August, we will have the collection box in the
narthex. Please fill it with the following items as
recommended by the new Coleman principal:
tissues, glue sticks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant
wipes, post it notes, and paper towels. If you
would prefer to bring the regular school supplies, that is fine as
well; included would be notebook paper, pens, pencils etc. Thank
you for all you do.
• In Matthew 25:40 we hear Jesus say that we should care for
others as this is also caring for Him. That's pretty much what the
Service Board is all about. We provide the Angel Tree, participate in
Filling the Gap (a summer food program), the Coleman Middle
School partnership, the Wichita Children's Home, Mision de San
Juan Dios in Planeview, and other service opportunities as they
come along. We are in need of members to help in this community
outreach. If you can serve on the committee or help in any way,
please contact a committee member: Suzanne Koch, Pam Lyford,
Cheryl Hoops and Pastor Kristin.
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Life Line Screening

Work Day

Life Line Screening, a leading
provider of community-based
preventive health
screenings, will offer their
affordable, non-invasive
and painless health screenings
at Reformation Lutheran
Church on September 7, 2017.
Five screenings will be offered that scan for
potential health problems related to: blocked
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke;
abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead
to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries
in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart
beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a
bone density screening, for men and women,
used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.
Register for a Wellness Package which
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis
screening from $149 ($139 with our member
discount). All five screenings take 60-90
minutes to complete. In order to register for
this event and to receive a $10 discount off
any package priced above $129, please call
1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or text the word “circle”
to 797979.

The Property Committee needs
your help! Saturday, August 26
will be a work day to perform
basic maintenance and cleaning
around our church. Activities will
include the cleaning and repair of
baseboards, upholstery,
windows, general dusting, the
painting of a wall in the
basement, the reapplication of a
seal around a window and the
installation of a mail slot. We will start around 10 a.m. No
construction skills or experience needed. Lunch and
refreshments will be provided. To volunteer, please just be
at the church at 10 a.m. The more people we have, the faster
the work will be. Thanks in advance for volunteering!

Life Line gave Reformation four
complimentary screening certificates
“good for 1 individual screening (worth
$70.00) or $55 may be applied toward any
vascular package valued at $129 or more”.
Certificates will be given to the first four who
call or e-mail Debbie (634-0586).

Dillon’s Community Award
Thanks to 34 households in our
congregation who signed up for
Dillon’s community rewards, we
received $255.65 in community
rewards (April-June)!
It’s super easy and costs you nothing to sign up…
If you don’t already have a Plus card, ask the cashier for
one the next time you are at Dillon’s
Go to: at www.dillons.com/communityrewards
Sign in, if you already have an account, or Register, to
create an account
Hit “Enroll Now” and enter Reformation’s NPO code:
50590
Quarterly, Dillon’s will send us a percentage of the dollars
Reformation members have spent in their stores.

Funds for Mision San Juan de Dios
Recently we asked that you contribute funds for the mission church in Planeview, a very
depressed area of south Wichita. We greatly appreciate your willingness to help out by
setting aside 40 for 40 during out Lenten journey. It is important to remember that the
tiny church continues to needs funds to stay viable. It is reported that they are serving
40 to 50 people each Sunday which shows good, strong growth. Pastor Ivan has been
working very hard to serve the underserved in Planeview.
Please consider giving to the church as often as possible. Setting aside an amount each month would be extremely
helpful. Just drop your gift in the offering plate and make it out to Mision San Juan de Dios. The Service board has
been discussing ways to help and supports this plea. Thank you.
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August
This Just in:
Bishop Gustafson will be with us
on Reformation Sunday, October
29, 2017.

Weekend Worship
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m.
Learning for all Ages, 9:45 a.m. (Sept –May)
Worship, 11:00 a.m.
(10:30 a.m. May 28 - Sept. 3)
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.– 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
How to Reach Us
Reformation Lutheran Church
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org
Reformation Staff
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator
Nancy Martin, Organ and Piano
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs

On September 24, we will participate in an effort to help
the homeless community by assembling Hope Kits aka
Bags o' Blessings. Please start saving toiletry items to
bring for that event. Suggested travel size items are:
toothpaste, portable toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant,
soap, shaving cream, disposable razor, pocket size tissues,
socks etc. Since it will still be hot at that time, a bottle of
water is also appreciated. We will use an assembly line
process to fill the plastic bags.
In addition, gift cards in the $10 amount to be used at
Subway are needed. There will be more details to follow.
Seed money for this project has been provided by a
Thrivent grant.

Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian
Jeri Leis, Childcare Provider
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