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Fall Worship Schedule 
Beginning September 9-10 

 

Saturday 5:30 p.m.  Worship 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m.  Rise Worship 

 9:45 a.m.  Learning for all ages 

 11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

 

Rally Day! 
Worship, Learning  

and Fun! 

 

                                   On Sunday, September 10, 
                             we return to our regular 
worship schedule (listed above). Between 
worship services, we’ll gather in the Parish 
Hall at 9:45 a.m. to jump start  another  
fantastic year of learning. We will celebrate 
what it means to be the church together 
with Jesus leading the way. Don’t miss this 
fun, intergenerational start to the year.  

Night at the Museum 
 

Who:  Members and Friends of Reformation 
 
What:  An opportunity to view and  
   purchase art masterpieces  
   Created by members of    
   Reformation, while snacking on 
   elegant hors de oeuvres and  
   drinking sparkling grape juice. 
 
Where:  The Reformation Gallery   
   (Narthex) 
 
When: Saturday, September 16, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Attire: As fancy as you want to be, tiaras and sparkly shoes are 
   encouraged. 
 
Night at the Museum will be a fundraiser for scholarships for our 
students at Lutheran Colleges and our future seminarians.  
 
This year, Kaylie Ines (a senior at Bethany College in Lindsborg) 
and Katie Hobart (a freshman at Augsburg University in 
Minneapolis) will be receiving scholarships from us.   

Houston, We Have a Gathering! 
ELCA Youth Gathering 
June 27-July 1, 2018  
 

The ELCA Youth Gathering might be a year away, but it is time to plan for it now! 
This incredible trip is open to all students who are 8th-12th grade during the 2017-
2018 school year (yep! expanded to include 8th graders this year!), and is filled 
with amazing moments of worship, service, strengthening relationships with 
friends and with God, and FUN – lots of FUN! The Gathering is transformational 
for those who attend. One person put it perfectly: “The Gathering belongs on the 
timeline of your faith journey.”  
  
The Gathering takes place June 27-July 1, but we will most likely leave on Sunday, June 24, and return on July 1. 
Believe it or not, it is already time to commit to this awesome experience. Registration worksheets will be 
available in the high school youth room, from Pastor Kristin, and will also be emailed to all families with       
eligible students. Registration worksheets and the $150 deposit are due to Pastor Kristin by Sunday, 
September 10.  
  
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Kristin as soon as possible ( 634-0586). 
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The Family Promise 
Network brings 

various faith 
communities together 
to help families regain 

their housing, their 
independence, and 

their dignity.  
 

When you hear the word 
“homeless” what do you think of?  
 
The images that most quickly spring to 
mind are not likely young families with 
car seats and toddlers in pigtails. So you 
may be surprised to know that last year 
there were over 2,500 children in the 
Wichita schools alone who were in some 
kind of homeless crisis.  
 
Across the country, families and children 
are the fastest-growing segment of 
people who are homeless. Families make 
up 41% of those who are homeless, with 
60% of those being children, half of 
which are 5 and under. 
 
Whether it is the result of divorce, a 
house fire, or corporate downsizing, 
most of these families never dreamed 
they would be homeless. 
 
Homelessness can seem like an 
overwhelming problem, leaving us to 
wonder what one person or 
congregation can do to truly make a 
difference. We make a difference on 
Saturday mornings as we serve 
breakfast, but we still feel called to do 
more. 
 
Several of us at Reformation have 
recently been introduced to an 
organization that is working with faith 
communities to make a difference in the 
lives of families struggling with 
homelessness, and we are excited about 
being a part of this important work.  
 
Family Promise of Greater Wichita 
brings various faith communities 
together to help families with children 
regain their housing, their 
independence, and their dignity.  
 
Many of these families are in a 
temporary homeless crisis, and if they 
are offered a hand up, they are able to 
get back on their feet with sustainable 
housing and employment before their 
homeless situation becomes chronic. 
 
 

Family Promise (formerly known as 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network) 
works with congregations to match 
up the gifts of a congregation with 
the needs of a family. So many of our 
faith communities’ buildings sit 
empty throughout the week, 
especially overnight. And there are 
families who need a safe place to lay 
their heads at night. Thirty years ago, 
the founder of Family Promise 
recognized the need and saw the 
connection, and the rest is history. 
 
Family Promise caterers to the 
specific needs of each family - 
helping to provide housing and 
meals, transportation, assistance 
with job searches, budgeting classes, 
and more.  
 
Today there are over 6,000 
congregations in 43 states across the 
country who are a part of this 
incredible program. Family Promise 
of Greater Wichita is comprised of 13 
host congregations and just as many 
support congregations, offering 
assistance to up to 4 families at a 
time. But the need is greater than 
that, so they are looking to begin a 
second rotation of churches, allowing 
them to provide support to twice as 
many families. 
 
We at Reformation are moving 
toward being a host congregation as 
a part of Family Promise. Families 
would stay in our building for one 
week at a time, four times a year. We 
would help to provide a “home” for 
those in need as they do the 
challenging but rewarding work of 
getting back on their feet. 
 
Join us on Sunday, September 17 at 
9:45 a.m. in the Parish Hall to learn 
more.  
  
God’s peace & joy, 
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   Save the Date 
 

Hymn Festival to Commemorate the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation 

 

Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
1101 N River Blvd., Wichita 

 

Reception to follow 
 

Combined choirs 
 

Sponsored by the Wichita chapter of the        
American Guild of Organists   

   

(stay tuned for more information)  

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

As we prepare to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Area 5 churches are 
joining together for a couple of fun celebrations. Clear your calendar for these two upcoming 
events, organized by Pastor Chad Langdon and our friends at Christ Lutheran: 

 
 

BEER & HYMNS 
Monday, October 2 at River City Brewing Company downtown.   
Reservation is for 6:30 p.m., singing will start at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 

We have the upper room reserved. Each person/family will be ordering off the menu,  
so you can order dinner, appetizers, soft drinks, beer…whatever.  We’ll have a 
keyboard, a couple microphones, a speaker, and hymnals.  The idea is to keep it light 
and fun, telling jokes, stories in between the singing of hymns.  Very casual, people can 
come & go as they want. We’ll probably sing until 8 or 8:15…or longer if we’re all 
having fun. 
 

PRIVATE MOVIE SHOWING 
Tuesday, October 24, 6:30 p.m.  
at the Warren East 20 (11611 E 13th St N) 
 
We have a theatre reserved to show the new Luther movie, “The Idea that Changed the 
World.”  Mark it on your calendar now and keep an eye out for ticket information, 
coming soon! 

Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 
 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 
Deadline for the October Re-Focus  is September 15.  

Outdoor Worship and  
Blessing of the Animals  

Saturday, October 7   
5:30 p.m. 

  
     On Saturday, October 7, you 
are invited to bring a lawn chair 
or  blanket to worship as we 
gather at the Meditation Garden 

under the setting sun. Please bring your pet, or a 
representation of your animal (photo, leash, saddle, 
etc.), as we sing, read Scripture, pray, share Holy 
Communion and name these creatures before God with 
words of thanks and joy. All animals—and people—are 
welcome. 

      In case of rain, we’ll move inside with our pets and 
gather for worship in the narthex. Questions? Please 
contact Debbie Stephens (634-0586).  
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Open Door Pantry Focus for September 

Everyone ought to start the 
day with a healthy breakfast, 
so for September our focus 
food is: 

 BREAKFAST FOOD! 

Hot cereal, cold cereal, toaster 
pastries, granola bars or other non-perishable 
breakfast items. 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for canned 
meat and fish, canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 

Place your items in the grocery cart located by the 
door in Parish Hall.  (The cart will be in the narthex 
on the first Sunday of September to help you 
remember this critical ministry).  

 

Best Times of Life  
 

BTOL (Best Times of Life) will 
meet September 11 at 12:00 p.m. 
in the parish hall. 
 

Our program will be presented by 
Ted Blankenship, columnist and 

Board member for Active Age,  a paper mailed 
monthly to Seniors.  He has been a reporter, 
photographer, editorial writer and adjunct Professor 
of Journalism at Wichita State University. An 
interesting  program to begin our September 
fellowship. 
 

Please bring a covered dish to share and your own 
table service.  Call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) 
or Doris Moden (636-8996) with your reservations. 
 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

Sept. 4 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Sept. 14 Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
 Hostess: Barbara Orsak 
 
Sept. 18 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Sept. 20 Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 Lesson Leader: Jan Barr 
 Hostess: Shari Ryding at her home 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  We are seeking a Coordinator for our Rise 

Worship service.  Candidates should have 
familiarity with a blend of worship music and 
related audio and video technology.  This is a part-
time position with ours on Monday evenings and 
Sunday mornings.  Job descriptions are available in 
the church office or from Pastor Mari. 
 

  We are also seeking a Childcare Provider. 

Candidates should be outgoing and comfortable 
with children, preferably a high school graduate, 
and either be First Aid/CPR certified, or willing to 
be trained. This is a part-time position with hours 
on Sunday mornings. Job descriptions are available 
in the church office or from Pastor Kristin. 

 
 

Pictorial Directory 
 

LifeTouch will be here to take our 
pictures October 13-17. Starting 
September 10, you can schedule 
your photo session on-line or 
before or after church with one of                  

                         our volunteers. 
                                    
                          Watch for more information. 

Women’s Night Out 
 

Please join us at Taste of 
Country in the home of 
Charlene Towne on 
September 26. Enjoy this 
country home and tour 
her beautiful gardens. 
We are always served 
great food that includes 
pie and her famous rolls. The time is 6:30 p.m., but 
if you want to carpool from church please be there 
by 6:00p.m. Please let Martha Deines (214-4414) 
know by Monday, September 25 so she can let 
Charlene know the number attending.   
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Stephen Ministry 

The Stephen Ministry 
Logo consists of a 
cross, circle, broken 
person and whole 

person. The broken person behind the 
cross symbolizes the brokenness in 
our lives due to our sin and 
imperfection.  The whole person in 
front of the cross symbolizes the 
wholeness that we receive only 
through the cross of Jesus. The circle 
symbolizes the wholeness that we 
receive through Christ and the 
unending love that we receive from 
God. 
 
 

Stephen Ministry provides confidential 
one-to-one ministry; identity and 
interactions between care giver and 
care receiver remain private. Stephen 
Ministers seek to bring Christ's healing 
love to people who are lonely, 
grieving, ill, or stressed. If you or 
someone you know could benefit from 
this service, call one of the following 
Stephen Leaders for information:  
 Anita Dorf (210-9121), David Dorf 
(208-4060), Lotus Gerards (683-
8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Council met on August 15. 
 
Janice Yeskie reported that $1,000.00 has now come in for St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church security. 
 

It was approved that there be a combined worship service for the  
4th Sunday of Advent (which is also December 24) at 10:00 a.m. 
(Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services will remain the 
same.). 
 

Katie Hobart’s resignation from the council was approved, and 
Dulcinea Rakestraw was appointed to fill the open position through 
2017. 
 

The Council reviewed a proposal from Miracle Signs to refurbish 
our Reformation Lutheran sign and add a LED display for 
$30,273.47 (a congregational meeting is necessary to vote on this 
proposal, due to the cost). 
 

Council members hugged and prayed over a teddy bear to be sent to 
Friendship Baptist Church in Chicago, where two people were shot 
on August 13. 
 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Day 
Sunday, September 24   

By now you will have noticed a box in the narthex labeled “God’s Work, Our 
Hands” along with a list of things we will collect to make bags of blessings.  
The bags will either be delivered to those in need or families may keep a 
supply in their vehicles to give to people they encounter in the course of 
their days who have need of hygiene items. 

 

We will gather after worship on Sunday September 24 for a potluck followed by forming an efficient assembly 
line to fill the bags of blessings.  
 

Here is a complete list of the travel-size items we will gather: 
 

Travel toothbrush and toothpaste  Face cloths      

Soap (bar or liquid)      Small combs 

Deodorant         Chapstick/lip balm 

Shampoo         Kleenex 

 
All items need to fit into a gallon-size plastic bag, so please bring travel-size items! We will also include a 
personal note from the people of Reformation and some cards created by Coleman students.  This a wonderful 
opportunity to have a meal together and spend time together doing God’s work with Our Hands. Bring a dish to 
share and help assemble bags of blessings. See you there! 

Lotion       

Band-aids 

White socks     
Shaving cream & razors 
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Life Line Screening  
 

Life Line Screening, a leading 
provider of community-based 
preventive health 
screenings, will offer their 
affordable, non-invasive 
and painless health screenings 
at Reformation Lutheran 
Church on September 7, 2017.  

Five screenings will be offered that scan for 
potential health problems related to: blocked 
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; 
abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead 
to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries 
in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart 
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart 
beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a 
bone density screening, for men and women, 
used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. 
Register for a Wellness Package which 
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis 
screening from $149 ($139 with our member 
discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 
minutes to complete.  In order to register for 
this event and to receive a $10 discount off 
any package priced above $129, please call 
1-888-653-6441 or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or text the word “circle” 
to 797979.   
 
Life Line gave Reformation four 
complimentary screening certificates 
“good for 1 individual screening (worth 
$70.00) or $55 may be applied toward any 
vascular package valued at $129 or more”. 
Certificates will be given to the first four who 
call or e-mail Debbie (634-0586). 

Reformation Choirs 

Welcome to Worship on Wednesday at Reformation 
Lutheran Church!   We have an exciting and fulfilling Fall 
Semester planned for our inspiring Handbell and Parish 
Choirs. Please join us for Soul Food on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
in the narthex. Immediately following Soul Food, we will 
hold practice for either Handbells or Parish Choir from 7:00 
– 8:00 p.m. (dependent upon which ensemble is scheduled to 
lead worship for the upcoming Sunday). We hope that even if 
you are pressed for time, do not feel musically qualified to 
participate, or not sure if you can commit to a schedule that 
you will try us. This new approach should allow more 
flexibility in participation and we hope to gain many new 
friends who desire to worship our Savior and Lord through 
music. We pray that more people will choose to ring and sing 
than ever before at Reformation Lutheran! Check out the 
calendar and make plans to take part and leading worship 
and praising the Lord at Reformation Lutheran! 

Sincerely, 

Kristal A. Cutler., Director of Choirs  

Rehearsals for Handbell Choir & Parish Choir are on 
Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Fall 2017 

Handbell Choir Schedule  

Sept Rehearsals:    6, 20 
Sept Performances: 10, 24 
 
Oct Rehearsals:   4, 18, 25 
Oct Performances:  8, 22, 29 
 
Nov Rehearsals:   1, 15, 29 
Nov Performances:   5, 19 
 
Dec Rehearsals:  13, 20 
Dec Performances: 3, 17, 24 
 
 

Parish Choir Schedule 

Sept Rehearsals:     13, 27 
Sept Performances:  17 
 
Oct Rehearsals:   11, 25 
Oct Performances:  1, 15, 29 
 
Nov Rehearsals: 8 
Nov Performances: 12 
 
Dec Rehearsals:  6, 20 
Dec Performances: 10, 24 

Thank you—to the 10th! 

Thank you! At least ten times over, thank you for the wonderful celebration of the tenth 
anniversary of my ordination and of our ten years together here at Reformation. I am 
humbled by your love and appreciation. It is a great honor to serve as one of your 
pastors, to walk alongside you in joys and in sorrows, and of course, to be a little goofy 
now and then. Thank you for the signed picture, and for the Wichita date night gift 
certificates! I’m grateful for this faithful, fun-loving, devoted, Christ-centered community, 
and blessed to be your pastor. 

Thanks so much.  

God’s peace & joy, Pastor Kristin “PK”  

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Reformation Garage Sale 
October 4-7 

 

First, thanks for your support and love of our youth! Your donations of 
items for our annual garage sale – and your purchases at it – will help 
send high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston in 2018, 
and to other faith-building experiences like mission trips. 
 
Don’t miss this sale! Get great deals on gently used furniture, clothing,  
kid stuff, books, kitchen goods, garden gear, sporting goods, and holiday 
decorations galore! 
 

How can YOU help? 
 
Donate: Your challenge is to clean your closets and part with at least 10 gently used items. Beginning Sunday, 
September 3, donations will be accepted in the east end of the Parish Hall during church office hours. If you need 
assistance unloading, volunteers are available to help you on Sundays from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and on Saturday, 
September 30, from 9:30 a.m. to noon. We will accept donations through Sunday, October 1. Please, no TVs – 
we’ve found they don’t sell and they take up valuable space at the sale. We also do not accept mattresses, cribs, 
car seats, large exercise machines, sleeper sofas, guns or VHS tapes. 
 
Advertise: Tell your friends and neighbors about our sale! Hang fliers at your workplace, favorite retailers, and 
restaurants, libraries, and schools. Posters and tacks will be available in Reformation’s office. 
 
Volunteer: We need help sorting and pricing beforehand, manning the sale and cleaning up afterward. Sign up in 
the narthex or at our online volunteer sign-up at SignUpGenius (find the address for that in the narthex as well). 
 
Shop: Come to our members’ preview sale, Wednesday, October 4, 6-8 p.m. Then come again for more bargains, 
October 5-7—and bring friends! 
 
Want to help? Have a question? Need help transporting a large donation item? 
Contact Ellie Keppy (706-4955) Thanks again for your support! 


