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Pictorial Directory 
 

LifeTouch will be here to 
take our pictures for the new 
pictorial directory on 
October 13-17. If you have 
not scheduled your 
appointment yet, please do 
so soon. Need help? Call 
Debbie in the church office 

(634-0586) and she will sign you up. Only 
takes a couple of minutes. We would really 
like  everyone pictured in this directory. 
What a great way to be able to put a face with 
a name for those you don’t see often or that 
go to a different service.  
 
 

REF Fest! 
Sunday, October 29, 9:45 a.m. 

 

As we gather to 
commemorate the 500th 
Anniversary of the 
Reformation on Sunday, 
October 29, folks of all ages 
are invited to join in the fun 

and celebration of REF Fest! There will be 
enjoyable activities for people of all ages – 
from opportunities for you to post your ideas 
for needed reform on a set of church doors to 
crafty opportunities, from learning 
opportunities to silly experiences (Martin 
Luther was a pretty funny guy!). You won’t 
want to miss this “once in 500 years” 
celebration! 
 

 

Mark your calendars! 
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, November 5, 9:45 a.m. 
 

Please make every effort to attend this 
important meeting of our congregation.  
We will be voting on leadership for the 
coming year, as well as some proposed 
changes to the Constitution. Copies of those 
changes are available in the narthex, or by 
contacting the church office. Your voice and 
vote matter.  See you there! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 4, 5, 6, & 7 

Here it comes, Reformation’s annual ginormous youth 
fundraiser Garage Sale! All proceeds will go towards sending 
students to the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston as well 
as possible mission trips.  
 

Don’t miss this sale! Get great deals on gently used furniture, 
clothing, kid stuff, books, kitchen goods, garden gear, sporting 
goods, and holiday decorations!  
 

Sale hours: 
Preview Sale  (Reformation Members Only) 

       Wednesday, Oct. 4, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
 

Thursday, Oct 5, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Friday, Oct 6, 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct 7, 7 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
 

Thanks for supporting Reformation’s youth!  
 
 

Outdoor Worship and  
Blessing of the Animals  

Saturday, October 7 at 5:30 p.m.   

On Saturday, October 7, you are 
invited to bring a lawn chair or  
blanket to worship as we gather at 
the Meditation Garden under the 
setting sun. Please bring your pet, or 
a representation of your animal 

(photo, leash, saddle, etc.), as we sing, read Scripture, pray, 
share Holy Communion and name these creatures before God 
with words of thanks and joy. All animals—and people—are 
welcome. 

In case of rain, we’ll move inside with our pets and gather for 
worship in the narthex. Questions? Please contact  Debbie 
Stephens (634-0586).  
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As the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation is before us, I want to 
answer publicly what I have been asked 
in private, “Why is this such a big deal?” 
 

For me, the Reformation of 1517 and all 
of our reforms since and yet-to-come are 
important because they acknowledge 
that the church on earth is not perfect.  
When we as church make mistakes, we 
can correct them; when we gain new 
insights, we can share them.  As our 
Wednesday Adult Education groups 
work our way through the DVD “This 
Changed Everything,” we are learning 
that the Reformation was a revolution 
and that the sale of indulgences was only 
a small part of it.  Our continuing 
reformation doesn’t include the sale of 
indulgences, but it isn’t any less 
significant.  Here are some more recent 
stories of church reform.   
 

Four decades ago, a Lutheran 
congregation made the decision to not 
allow Harold to be confirmed.  Harold 
had been to every confirmation class, 
but he had an intellectual disability and 
couldn’t complete the requirement of 
memorizing Luther’s Small Catechism in 
order to recite it before the pastor and 
congregation.  Harold’s classmates 
worked very hard to memorize it and 
didn’t think it was fair to let Harold do 
nothing.  The parents of some of his 
classmates went to the Church Council 
demanding that Harold be disqualified, 
and the Council agreed.  Harold’s entire 
family left the congregation.  Fifteen 
years later, the new pastor reached out 
to Harold’s family.  Harold was 
confirmed.  Some of those now-adults in 
that confirmation class and some of their 
parents publicly repented.  And there 
was joy in heaven! 
 

Communion was celebrated at Spring 
Creek Lutheran Church four times each 
year, and when it was offered, very few 

people came forward to receive it 
because, in that pious congregation, 
you needed to be beyond reproach in 
order to go forward.  Agnes, who was 
known to gossip, approached the 
altar one Sunday; when Agnes made 
her way to the church basement for 
coffee fellowship, she saw a huddle of 
women in the corner looking 
particularly uncomfortable as she 
entered the room.  I didn’t hear what 
happened next, but when I visited 
Spring Creek several years ago, 
Communion was served, and 
everyone partook. 
 

When I accepted my first call as a 
pastor, I was informed that I would 
be both Pastor and President of that 
congregation (because they hadn’t 
updated their constitution since 
becoming part of the ELCA).  I was 
trained and excited to be a pastor, 
but I was horrified of also being a 
congregation’s president.  
Thankfully, that congregation acted 
briskly in changing their constitution.  
That is a reform that is necessarily 
repeated every few years.  Our 
Council just approved that several 
changes in our Constitution be sent 
to the November 5 semi-annual 
meeting for your vote.  (Colorful 
copies of the proposed constitution 
are available in the church office or 
by e-mail request.)  This is just 
another of our continuing reforms. 
   
We are, as this year’s theme 
professes, “Reformed and 
Reforming.”  Martin Luther wasn’t 
the only reformer, there were many 
others at that time in history, there 
have been many since, and there are 
many reformers now.  Just as we are 
works in progress, the church is a 
work in progress, and it is incredible 
to be part of it! 
 

Pastor Mari 

 

 

Still Reforming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Behold, I  

make all 

things new.” 
            Revelation 21:5 

 

 

 
Bishop Roger Gustafson will be our preacher on October 29 as we commemorate      
THE Reformation.  Please invite friends and neighbors.  Red is the color of the day. 
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Hymn Festival to Commemorate the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation 

 

Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
1101 N River Blvd., Wichita 

 
 

Combined choirs,  instrumentalists 
Art Display 

 
Reception to follow 

 
 

Sponsored by the Wichita chapter of the        
American Guild of Organists     

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

As we prepare to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Area 5 churches are 
joining together for a couple of fun celebrations. Clear your calendar for these two upcoming 
events, organized by Pastor Chad Langdon and our friends at Christ Lutheran: 

 
 

BEER & HYMNS 
Monday, October 2 at River City Brewing Company, 150 N Mosley   
Reservation is for 6:30 p.m., singing will start at 7:00 p.m.   
 
We have the upper room reserved at the River City Brewing Company.  Each person/
family will be ordering off the menu, so you can order dinner, appetizers, soft drinks, 
beer…whatever.  We’ll have a keyboard, a couple microphones, a speaker, and 
hymnals.  The idea is to keep it light and fun, telling jokes and stories in between the 
singing of hymns.  It will be very casual – you can come & go as you want.  We’ll 
probably sing until 8 or 8:15…or longer if we’re all having fun. 
 

PRIVATE MOVIE SHOWING 
Tuesday, October 24, 6:30 p.m.  
at the Warren East 20 (11611 E 13th St N) 
 
We have a theater reserved to show the new Luther movie, “The Idea that Changed the 
World.”  This is the same movie that was recently on PBS, but it will be fun to watch it in 
the big theater with Wichita area friends (with movie theater popcorn!). Tickets are $11 
and are available online at http://luthermovie.link/KS. The deadline to purchase tickets 

is October 17. If we do not pre-sell 100 tickets between all the Area 5 Lutheran churches by October 17, the 
event will be cancelled and your money refunded. If you would like to buy tickets, but don’t want to buy them 
online, please contact Pastor Kristin (634-0586,). 

 

Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 
 

Please e-mail  Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 
Deadline for the November Re-Focus  is October 15.  

Reformation Book Fair 
 

Do you want to learn more about 
Martin Luther, his writings, and their 
impact on Christianity? Do you want 
to reflect on the ongoing impact of the 
Reformation today? Stop by our 
Reformation 500 Bookstore to shop 
for engaging books on the 

Reformation for readers of all ages and interests! Save 
up to 50% plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore 
titles. 
  
Watch for a table in the narthex later this month to get 
fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your 
family. Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg 
Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The 
books will include bestselling biographies like Luther 
the Reformer as well as an atlas of the European 
Reformations, a graphic novel for young readers, and 
primary sources from The Annotated Luther series.  

http://luthermovie.link/KS
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Open Door Pantry Focus for October 
Canned Vegetables And Fruit 

 
The weather starts to cool off 
in October, so a hot vegetable 
and a side of fruit help warm 
and nourish the body. Drop off 
a few of your favorites to help 
feed hungry families. Thanks 
for your contributions! 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for canned 
meat and fish, canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 

Place your items in the grocery cart located by the 
door in Parish Hall.  The cart will be in the narthex 
on the first Sunday of October to help you remember 
this critical ministry. 
 

Best Times of Life  
October 9, 12:00 p.m. 

 
BTOL (Best Times of Life) will meet 
October 9 at 12:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall. Arrangements have been made 
through Keith Townsend with 

Fellowship Of Christian Athletes, for 2 to 3 student-
athletes from WSU to speak of  their experiences in 
combining athletics and their Christian values. 
Please join us to listen to these young athletes tell 
their stories. 
 

Bring a covered dish to share and your own table 
service.  Please call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or 
Doris Moden (636-8996) with your reservations. 
 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

Oct. 2 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Oct. 12 Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
 Hostess: Vicki Dunham 
 
Oct. 16 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Oct. 18 Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 Lesson Leader: Barb Everson 
 Hostess: Sandy Muse  
 
Oct. 30 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 

  We are seeking a Coordinator for our Rise 

Worship service.  Candidates should have 
familiarity with a blend of worship music and 
related audio and video technology.  This is a part-
time position with hours on Monday evenings and 
Sunday mornings.  Job descriptions are available in 
the church office or from Pastor Mari. 
 

  We are also seeking a Childcare Provider. 

Candidates should be outgoing and comfortable 
with children, preferably a high school graduate, 
and either be First Aid/CPR certified, or willing to 
be trained. This is a part-time position with hours 
on Sunday mornings. Job descriptions are available 
in the church office or from Pastor Kristin. 
 

  Nancy Martin will be semi-retiring at the end of 

October, so we are looking for an organist to play 
hymns and liturgy and accompany the choirs at 
Traditional Worship.  (Nancy will continue to play 
the piano on Saturdays.) 

Community Breakfast  
Clothing Gathering 

 
Reformation continues its once monthly breakfast 
held at St. Paul's to feed those neighbors who need 
a hearty meal.  Part of the effort is also a ministry 
of clothing, hygiene items,  paperback books, bus 
tickets etc. 
 
As we come upon a new season, it's time once 
again for clothing of a heavier, warmer nature.  
Please continue to bring jeans, jackets, shirts, 
socks, tennis/leather casual shoes, hygiene items, 
paperback books, backpacks, bags and any other 
items you believe an itinerant person could use.  
There is a sign posted in Parish Hall listing items 
which would be welcomed. 
 
You have always been so generous, and please 
know that all greatly appreciate what you do. 
 
In Christ's name. 
The Service Board 
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Stephen Ministry 

2 Corinthians 12: 9  

But God said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is 
made perfect in                        
weakness.” 

 

Merciful Father, Compassionate Son, 
Consoling Spirit: Remember in mercy 
the sick and dying, the suffering and 
persecuted, the fearful and distraught,  
the bored and despairing. By your 
goodness grant relief to all in need and 
strengthen them to trust in you. 
                 

If you or someone you know could 
benefit from confidential one-to-one 
ministry, please call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for 
information:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), 
David Dorf (208-4064) Lotus Gerards  
(683-8602), Marsha Sears (634-6101). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Council highlights from September 19 

The Council: 

• approved several constitution changes be sent to the 
congregation for vote at the November 5 semi-annual meeting. 

• approved repairs to the entrance ramp, handicapped signs, and 
other areas of the parking lot. 

• approved 3 changes to the Personnel Policies 

• approved the sale of several obsolete items 

• approved Maurice Peterson for membership 

• approved that the church sign bid be sent to the congregation 
for vote at the November 5 semi-annual meeting with the 
provision that work could commence when all the needed funds 
had been given. 

• approved Chamber of Commerce membership and Video license 
expenditures. 

Trunk-Or-Treat 
Sunday, October 29 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

Love playing dress-up or 
handing out candy?  Then 
Trunk-or-Treat is for you.  On 
Sunday, October 29, from 5-6 
p.m. the Fellowship Board will 
host our annual Trunk-or-Treat 
in the church parking lot. 
 
So bring your candy; bring your 

kids; invite your friends; decorate your car trunk, 
truck bed or motorcycle; put on your costume and 
enjoy an evening of 
fun and frivolity.  We 
will close off the 
parking lot at 4:30 
p.m. to provide a safe 
place for you to 
decorate and for the 
kids to roam. 

Christmas in July  
Bake and Craft Sale Update 

 

 The Service Board would like to thank the 
congregation for their generous support of the 
Christmas in July event to raise funding for the St. 
Paul's security effort.  We especially wish to thank 
Martha Deines for being in charge.  She did a 
fantastic job. 
 

After the last baked items were shared, and any 
remaining craft items were stored for another day, 
we found we had cleared just over $1,000.  We 
know the people of St. Paul's will be very excited as 
well as grateful for the extending of our helping 
hands.  
 

A huge thank you to all who baked, sewed, painted, 
and created items for the sale.  It could not have 
happened without many hands.   
 

The Service Board 

Welcome New Member 

Maurice Peterson                                            
father of Laurie Peterson-Flaharty. 
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Saturday, October 28, 2017 

 Auction begins at 10:00 a.m. 
(with quilt preview beginning at 9:00 a.m.) 

Reformation Anniversary Worship     
following the Quilt Auction 

 

 
 
Not only is 2017 the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, but it is also the 50th Anniversary of Camp Tomah 
Shinga! Come celebrate both anniversaries at the Quilt Auction, followed by a Reformation Anniversary worship 
service! The Auction will be from 10am-1pm, then we will have a break to set up for worship with the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation Committee! This is a historic event you will not want to miss! There will also be 
many activities for families and kids all day long. There will be pumpkin and face painting, hayrack rides, 
campfires and s'mores, and much, much more! We look forward to seeing you out at camp! 
 

This is Camp Tomah Shinga’s major fundraiser each year and helps the camp to bring a full summer of camp 
experiences to Kansas and Missouri children and teens. With 840 acres of prairie, ridges, and woodland in the 
Flint Hills, Tomah Shinga is the perfect place for youth and adults alike to grow in faith through all of the wonders 
sleep-away camp can provide: campfires, nature hikes, fun games and crafts, a week with old and new friends, 
and interaction with the faith-filled college students who serve as the summer staff. 
 

The quilt auction and Reformation celebration promises to be a fun-filled day of bidding, fellowship, a delicious 
lunch, and lots of laughter. If you are interested in going and would like to carpool, talk to Pastor Kristin  
(316-634-0586). 

Welcome to the Table Update! 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the renovation of St. Paul’s-Wichita kitchen. To date 
over $40,000 has been collected. This is a good time to give – or give again. Please visit 
“Welcome To the Table” Facebook page or the website  www.GoFundMe.com/
SaveStPaulsKitchen.  and view the video that shows how great the need really is! Better yet, 
join your congregation’s team (or one of the others) on a Saturday morning to help cook and serve breakfast to 
those in need.  
 

Fundraising efforts will continue until the goal of $200,000 is met. Please “think big” for this big need. Donations 
may be made payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church with “Kitchen” in the memo line, and sent to 925 N. Waco, 
Wichita, KS 67203. Please consider additional ways to give: 
 

• Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul’s (all $ donated to St. Paul’s will go to the kitchen renovation); 

• Rebates or award dollars from large purchase or credit cards; 

• Stock donations; 

• Required Minimum Distributions from your IRA, which can be donated without paying taxes on them. 
 

For more information, contact Kelly or Terry Shriner at 316-641-5899. 

& Fall Festival 

Camp Tomah 

Night at the Museum 

Thanks to all who helped to make our 2nd Annual Night at the Museum a success! Whether you are an artist who 
donated items, a buyer who went home with some great art, or a bidder who helped to raise the price on a 
variety items, we are grateful for your contributions! In addition to having a fun night with great treats and 
beautiful music, we raised $1312 for scholarships for our students at Lutheran colleges and seminaries! 
Thanks ! 

http://www.gofundme.com/SaveStPaulsKitchen
http://www.gofundme.com/SaveStPaulsKitchen
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                 Hello from your Family Promise Core Team!     
 
Your core team members are: Linda and Gary Hoepner and Michelle and Blake 
Horter. Between the four of us with the aide of Pastor Kristin, we are your 
team leads for getting our church ready to host families!  
 
On Sunday, September 17 we welcomed the director of Family Promise, Jackie Cook Green, to give an 
informational briefing on what role we will play as a host congregation. With the Council’s approval we have 
signed a covenant of our dedication to Family Promise.  
 
We are on deck to start hosting families Spring time of 2018. Once a quarter we will be hosting up to 4 families for 
a week in our church. Families are defined as an adult + 1 or more children, however, there cannot be more than 
14 people total in the program at any given time. During this week we will welcome our families Sunday evening 
and will say farewell that next Sunday morning. During the course of the week our hosted families will arrive 
each evening around 5:30 p.m. for dinner. This is when we can take the opportunity to engage with the families 
and help with any homework the kids may have. We will also help the adults with lunches for the next day. That 
night, each family will retire to their room (upstairs classrooms) that will have cots and bedding. There must be 
at least 2 volunteers to spend the night with our guests. The next morning all families must be out our church’s 
door with a to-go breakfast in hand by 6:00 a.m. During the day the families are taken to a “day house” where the 
adults are required to meet certain goals that have been established by their case manager. These goals might 
look like applying for a certain amount of jobs, going to a financial literacy class or parenting class.  
 
During the course of our church hosting, families we will need dedicated volunteers to help with meals, 
transportation to and from the church/day house, staying with the families during the evening (help kids with 
homework, play games, etc.), and sleeping overnight at church. 
 
Whew! Sounds like a lot, doesn’t it?? The greatest thing about hosting is that we are not alone in this outreach. We 
will have a support congregation that will be committed to aiding with our needs as a host congregation. The 
support congregation can provide meals, volunteers etc. We work along side of them to provide a peaceful and 
welcoming experience for our families. 
 
I can assure you this process not only isn’t as busy as it sounds, it’s a PROVEN concept! This non-profit has been 
around for more than 30 years perfecting this very model. The organization is focused on educating the families 
to become self-sustaining versus just giving immediate short-term care.  
 
Today, we need to focus on rounding up startup volunteers! We are considering becoming a support congregation 
while we wait our turn to host and would love to have as many people as possible to share this experience before 
it is our turn to host. Each volunteer must go to a one time 3-hour training that is held by Family Promise.  In that 
3-hour time frame you will gain such an appreciation for the program and truly know your time invested will 
make a difference. Another opportunity to help today is to volunteer at the day house. The day house always 
needs assistance with filing, answering phone calls, spending time with families and countless other jobs. 
 
We as a church have committed to being a host congregation to homeless families in the Wichita area through 
God’s love. The goal is to end homelessness – will you help a family today? Your time will make a lasting 
impression on the families for the rest of their lives. I was homeless 
as a child multiple times and I can assure you, the kindness others 
showed me as a child never left my heart.  
 
I hope you all are as excited as we are about this wonderful 
opportunity to display God’s love! PLEASE consider being a 
volunteer! You won’t regret it! Contact your core team today! 
 
God bless, 
Michelle Horter 


