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All Saints Weekend 
Saturday-Sunday, November 4-5 

      

All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, 
living and dead, who make up the body of Christ. The 
custom of commemorating all of the saints of the 
church on a single day goes back at least to the third 
century. While All Saints Day brings to mind all of 
those who have supported us in our lives of faith, we 
remember especially that weekend those who have 
been baptized and those who have died in this church 
community in the past year. During worship on All 
Saints weekend –  November 4 and 5 – we will 
remember and name the following members and 
friends of Reformation Lutheran Church who 
strengthen and encourage us through their witness. 

 
Those who have been given new life in Christ  

through the promises of the resurrection: 
 

+ Dorla Jane Alseike + Linda Lee Brantner + 
+ Tawnya (Bunting) Flowers + Ira Lee Rakestraw + 

+ Dolores Yvonne Sink + Donald W. Anderson + 
+ Robert S. Winquist + Robert “Bob” L. Anderson + 

+ Maurice Peterson + 
 

Those who have been given new life in Christ  
through the waters of baptism: 

 

+ Merrick Alan Pippitt + Harrison Randall Conyers +  
+ Desi Roo Morales + Thomas William Smith +  

Memorial Dedication 
 

On Sunday, November 5, All 
Saints Sunday, a gift will be 
dedicated in memory of Carol 
Ott. The Ott family designated 
Carol’s memorial for the 
purchase of new tables, table 
pads, table covers, music 
stands, and lights for the 
Reformation Bell Choir. Carol 

played in the bell choir for many years and also 
loved playing piano. Music was a life-long pleasure 
and brought her hours of enjoyment. 
 
On this Sunday, the bell choir will be playing several 
pieces and will be downstairs. Members of the 
congregation are warmly invited to “touch and feel” 
the bells and chimes after the service.  We welcome 
anyone who is interested in learning more about this 
musical ministry at Reformation. 

Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, November 12 

Reception – 9:45 a.m.; Worship – 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our two-year confirmation program is a time for students to learn, explore their faith, ask ques-
tions, grow in faith, and hopefully have a little fun in the midst of it all. After a little over two 
years of confirmation classes, time at Camp Tomah Shinga, great faith conversations, fun games 
and lots of laughs, five Reformation young  people will publicly confess their faith and claim for 
themselves the promises their parents made for them at their baptism. You are invited to share 
in this special day with the following students on Reformation Sunday, November 12: 
 

John Budde         Ian Flores          Tara Rindt          George Wallman          Nick Wetta 
 
Join us as we celebrate this faith milestone, beginning with a reception in the Parish Hall at 9:45 a.m., followed 
by worship at 11:00 a.m. Come support these young people as they take this exciting next step in their faith 
journey. 

Semi-Annual Meeting  
of the Congregation 

 
We will meet on November 5 at 9:45am in the  
sanctuary.  All voting members are encouraged   
to attend.  Our agenda items are:  elections,       
constitution changes, sign proposal. 
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“All I really need to know I learned in 
kindergarten.” You’ve probably heard 
this before, and maybe you’ve even read 
the book of essays by Robert Fulghum. 
 
This now famous quote frequently runs 
through my head every year as we 
approach Confirmation Sunday. And it 
makes me wonder if a similar sentiment 
runs through our heads…all I really need 
to know about God I learned in 
confirmation!  
 
While I hope and trust that our 
confirmation students are learning 
valuable lessons and are being equipped 
for a life of faith, I also hope and trust 
that our learning doesn’t end there, just 
like it didn’t end for any of us in 
kindergarten.  
 
I had planned for this article to be 
encouragement for you to continue 
learning...to attend the adult studies that 
we have offered – either on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a.m. with Pastor Hoyer 
or on Wednesdays at noon and 6:45 p.m. 
with Pastor Mari. Or to order some of 
the books available at the Reformation 
Book Sale. Or to pick up your bible and 
do some study on your own, or with a 
friend. (See how I still managed to slip 
that in there?) 
 
But as I read the words of Robert 
Fulghum, I paused, and realized that 
there is great wisdom in his words. 
Words that speak powerfully in the 
midst of all of the tragedy that has been 
all around us over the past couple of 
months – hurricanes devastating Florida, 
the Gulf Coast, and the Caribbean; a 
shooting rampage in Las Vegas, and 
closer to home in Lawrence; wildfires 
that are eating up the west coast; not to 
mention the heartache and pain of lost 
loved ones, new diagnoses, and broken 
relationships.  
 
And, so, I share with you Robert 
Fulghum’s words, and invite you to 
embrace them with me: 
 
 
 

Most of what I really need 
to know about how to live 

and what to do and how to be 
I learned in kindergarten. 
Wisdom was not at the top 

of the graduate school mountain, 
but there in the sand pile  

at Sunday school. 
 

These are the things I learned: 
 

Share everything. 
Play fair. 

Don't hit people. 
Put things back  

where you found them. 
Clean up your own mess. 

Don't take things that aren't yours. 
Say you're sorry  

when you hurt somebody. 
Wash your hands before you eat. 

Flush. 
Warm cookies and cold milk  

are good for you. 
Live a balanced life - 

Learn some and think some 
and draw and paint 
 and sing and dance 
and play and work  

every day some. 
Take a nap every afternoon. 

When you go out into the world, 
watch out for traffic, 

hold hands and stick together. 
Be aware of wonder. 

 
Fulghum’s poem reminds me of the 
words of Paul, written in his letter to 
the Colossians (see the left column). 
 
As we walk through this broken 
world together, may we all 
remember those important lessons 
learned in kindergarten and Sunday 
School, and be inspired to approach 
life with these simple (and yet 
sometimes difficult) guidelines in 
mind, so that we might be the light of 
Christ in the world.  
 
God’s peace & joy, 

 

Sunday School 

Lessons Learned 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 
Associate Pastor 

 

 

 
 

As God's chosen ones,  
holy and beloved,  

clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness,  

humility, meekness,  
and patience. 

Bear with one another and,  
if anyone has a complaint  

against another,  
forgive each other;  

just as the Lord  
has forgiven you,  

so you also must forgive.       
Above all,  

clothe yourselves with love,  
which binds everything  

together in perfect  
harmony. 

And let the peace of Christ  
rule in your hearts,  

to which indeed you were  
called in the one body.  

And be thankful. 
 

Colossians 3:12-15   
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Open Door Pantry Focus for November 
Canned  Soups and Stews 

 
The weather is cooling off and 
nothing warms us up after a 
day at work or school better 
than a hot bowl of soup.  With 
that in mind, the focus for the 
month of November will be 

          canned soups and stews. 
 
Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for canned 
meat and fish, canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 
Place your items in the grocery cart located by the 
door in Parish Hall.  The cart will be in the narthex 
on the first Sunday of September to help you 
remember this critical ministry. 
 

Best Times of Life  
November 13, 12:00 p.m. 

 
BTOL (Best Times of Life) will meet 
November 13 at 12:00 p.m. in the 
parish hall. Betty Ludwig, a member 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, will 
present a historical program as she 

impersonates Susan B. Anthony, an American Social 
reformer who played a pivotal role in the women’s 
suffrage movement. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and your own 
table service.  Call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) or 
Doris Moden (636-8996) with your reservations. 

 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 

Nov. 6 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 
 
Nov. 9 Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
 Hostess: Donna Moyer 
 
Nov. 15 Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 Lesson Leader and Hostess:  
 Eva Whetstone 
  
Nov. 20 Blanket Makers, 9 a.m. 

Women’s Night Out 
 
Women’s Night Out will not meet in November 
because of the Thanksgiving Holiday. But, mark 
your calendar for our December gathering on 
December 5 at Taste of Country.  Wonderful food, 
fellowship and a fun gift exchange.  Look for more 
information in the December Refocus.    
 
 

Bags of Blessings 
 

At the end of September, a 
great group of folks 
gathered in the Parish Hall 
to do God’s work with our 
hands as they assembled 
Bags of Blessings for those 
in need in our community. 
You may have noticed that 
the large box of those 
assembled bags is still 
sitting in the narthex. That 
is because they are for you 
to take. Keep a bag or two in your car, and when 
you encounter someone who could use the supplies 
included in the bag, you will have it ready and 
available to give to them. Pick up a bag or two the 
next time you are at church. 
 
 

Angel Tree  
 

Once again the Service Board 
will provide an opportunity 
for you to share your 
Christmas giving with those 
in need—both at the Wichita 
Children’s Home, and 
through Family Promise.  
The lighted angel tree will be 

located in the usual spot near the windows facing 
south in the narthex.  Since we are collecting 
general items, just take the angel from the tree and 
start shopping. 

 The tree will be ready on November 26 and remain 
in place through December 17.  Please attach your 
angel to the package so distribution will go 
smoother.  We thank you for your generous 
participation each year, and please know, that the 
recipients also thank you.   

Please plan to return your gifts to the church by 
December 17.   
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Stephen Ministry 

You are invited to a 
Wichita Women’s 
Initiative Network 
(WIN) presentation by 
Karen Schmidt on 
Monday, November 27, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room.  
WIN is a non-profit organization that 
provides educational and employment 
opportunities, as well as emotional 
support, to women survivors of 
domestic abuse. 
 
If you or someone you know is going 
though a difficult time and could 
benefit from confidential one-to-one 
ministry, please call one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for 
information:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), 
David Dorf (208-4064), Lotus Gerards 
(683-8602) or Marsha Sears (634-
6101). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Council highlights  
from October 17 

 

The Council: 

• Received hiring updates on the 
childcare provider and organist 
positions 

• Received new members 

• Approved a Christmas Bazaar on 
November 25-26 

• Approved staff bonuses 

• Worked on budget 

• Planned November 5 Semi-Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation 

• Discussed the possibility of a future 
capital campaign 

Community Breakfast 
 

On the third Saturday of each month, 
Reformation members gather at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church downtown to provide a 
hot breakfast for anyone in need. 
Throughout the history of this ministry—
nearly 15 years—the funding for the 
breakfast has been done outside of our 
regular budget, depending on donations given directly to support 
the breakfast.  
 
The designated account for this ministry currently needs a little 
boost. Whether you are there on Saturday mornings, cracking eggs 
and flipping pancakes, or see the need for this ministry even though 
you can’t be there, you are invited to help build up that fund with 
donations of any size. Please make sure all donations are clearly 
marked “Community Breakfast,” and place them in the offering 
plates with your regular offering. Thank you! If you have any ques-
tions or would like to get involved, please contact Susan Martin 
(641-2733). 

 
Songs of Faith For Lent Devotions 

 

Back in 2008, we published one of our most loved and 
well-read booklets of Lenten Devotions. It was titled, 
“How Can I Keep from Singing?” It included medita-
tions based on the favorite hymns of our writers.  
 
That theme was so popular with both readers and 
writers that the editorial staff decided then to repeat 
the theme after 10 years had passed. Which brings us 
to Lent 2018. We don’t have a title yet, but we are looking once 
more to the music for our inspiration. 
 
Writers will choose a favorite faith song to serve as the basis for 
their devotional. It can be a hymn from an official Lutheran hymnal, 
but it doesn’t have to be. Praise songs, camp songs, many kinds of 
songs could be appropriate for meditation.  
 
Emails will be sent to last year’s writers inviting them to contribute 
again, but we always welcome new contributors to this ministry. If 
you didn’t participate in last year’s devotional but would like to vol-
unteer or learn more about the process, please contact Dallas 
Cronk . 
 
 

Wednesday Adult Learning 

Join us on Wednesdays at Noon or 6:45pm as we hear from cutting 
edge Christian leaders (Francis Chan, Matt Chandler, Mark Batter-
son, Tim Ross, Alan Danielson, and George Barna) on the topic of 
“The Mission of the Church Matters.”  Each class session is free-
standing so please come, even if you can’t come to every session.  
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Listening for Peace Worship Service 
 

“Listening for Peace”, an ecumenical prayer service, 
is being planned for Tuesday, November 21 at 7:00 
p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Wichita.  This is the 
first of several planned prayer services.  The next 
one is scheduled for January 9 at Reformation. 

 
Christmas Bazaar  

 

Gary Werbowski will be selling his woodworking in 
the Parish Hall on November 25 & 26.  All proceeds 
will go to Reformation Lutheran Church.  Here’s an 
“in progress” picture of word ornaments from 
Gary’s Workshop: 

Welcome to the Table Update 
 

“Welcome to the Table”, the effort to raise funds in 
order to renovate the kitchen of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, where the community breakfasts are 
served on Saturdays, has raised $43,000 of its 
$200,000 goal.  If you would like to donate, use the 
green envelope available in our narthex, or note 
“welcome to the table“ on your offering envelope. 
 
 

Chamber Membership 
 

Reformation Lutheran Church is now a member of 
the Wichita Regional Chamber of Commerce.  Our 
membership connects us with great educational 
and networking activities, a few discounts at area 
businesses and events, and is also one more way 
visitors can find us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Activities Bulletin Board 
 

Wondering how you can support our youth? So many 
of our young people are involved in a variety of activi-
ties outside our church building – from theater to mu-
sic to sports and beyond. There is a new bulletin 
board in the parish hall that encourages youth to list 
those performances and games as an invitation to all 
of us to come out to support them. Check it out, add 
those events to your own calendar, and venture out 
to support our youth in their activities around the 
city! 
 
Youth – please add your activities to the calendar so 
that we can come out to support you! 
 
 

Wednesday Night 
High School Youth Ministry 

 
Calling all high 
school students! 
November invites 
your creativity. It 
is time for a bit of 
a facelift in the 
high school youth 
room, and we 
want your involve-
ment in both plan-
ning and putting that plan into action on Wednesday 
nights. We’ll gather in the youth room at 7:00 p.m., 
starting November 1. Come early enough, and you can 
also enjoy a yummy meal at Soul Food, starting at 
6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Andrew and Dawn Beers, Alex and Spencer  
 

Jeff and Brandy Willett, Addison and Gavin 
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Sunday School Offerings 
 

Over these first few months of 
Sunday School this fall, we 
have been collecting books for 
ChildStart as our offering. 
Children and adults alike are 
invited to donate new or lightly 
used children’s books for those 
who may not have books to 
read at home. The last Sunday 
to drop of your books is 
November 12. There is a collection table in the 
narthex for you to drop off your donations. 
Beginning the next week, November 19, our 
offerings will go toward God’s Global Barnyard, 
providing animals to people in third world 
countries that will, in turn, provide food and income 
for those families.  
 
Last spring and this summer, our Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School offerings were sent to the 
Wichita Children’s Home to help build a playground 
for foster care families. Thanks to your generosity, 
we were able to send them a check for $1,485.28! 
We recently received the following thank you note 
from the Children’s Home: 
 
Dear Pastor Woelk and Reformation Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for the generous gift to help us build our 
playground for foster families. Your generosity will help us 
provide a safe and secure 
play area for children who 
have experienced trauma. 
This playground will give 
these children a space 
where they can begin to 
heal and create fun 
childhood memories. 
Where these children can simply be children. We are 
grateful for your partnership and your commitment to the 
children at the Wichita Children’s Home!  
 

In gratitude, 
Anne Sixkiller, Donor Relations Manager 

Do You Have an Article  
for the Re-Focus? 

 

 
Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 

Deadline for the December Re-Focus  is November 15.  

Garage Sale Thanks 
 

It is always surprising 
how much stuff finds its 
way to Parish Hall for the 
garage sale. The sale is 
more than a fundraiser 
for our youth ministry. It 
is a time capsule 
representing the past and 
the future as donated 
items find new homes. It 
also gives Reformation the opportunity to interact on 
a different level with our community.  The Wichita 
Children’s Home brought 30 young adults on 
Wednesday’s Fill Your Bag shopping night.  It is a 
tradition of the sale to let them shop for 
free.  Refugees, missions and the homeless all benefit 
from our sale.  Hundreds of people from many walks 
of life get to experience the sale and get exposure to 
Reformation. Thank you to all who donated to our 
outreach efforts.   
 
This sale pays our youth group’s expenses for ELCA 
Youth Gatherings and other activities, this year 
raising just over $8,000.  The sale is big.  It takes 
the team of volunteers a month and a half to plan, 
gather, sort, set up and take down the sale. Thank 
you to all of the seasoned sale veterans and to the 
rookies! The gift of your time and hard work makes 
this sale possible, profitable and memorable.   
 
Houston 2018 is the next gathering.  Know that our 
crew will be there thanks to you. 
 
 

Photo Directories 
 

Thank you to those who had 
their pictures taken by 
Lifetouch.  Extra-special thanks 
to Tom Pletcher for taking 
pictures of our homebound 
members.  The new directories 
should be here by the January 
Semi-Annual Meeting. 
 
 

Memorial Service 
 

The memorial service for RLC member Maurice 
Peterson will be held on Saturday, November 18 at 
1:00pm at Downing and Lahey (6555 E Central Ave). 
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Thanksgiving Worship and Pie 
Wednesday, November 22 

7:00 p.m. 
 
Our theme is Making Room for Gratitude.   
We will gather on Wednesday, November 22, at 
7:00 p.m. to thank and 
praise God for the abun-
dant blessings in our lives 
and then share pie and 
fellowship together.   
 
Bring friends, family , and 
a pie, pre-sliced, to share.  
All extra pies will be 
shared with our brothers and sisters at the 
Wichita Children’s Home. 


