
   

 

RE-FOCUS 
A Publication of Reformation Lutheran Church 

Volume 38                          January 2018                                                                           Number 1 

Thanks to our outgoing Council Members for their 
outstanding service:  Tom Pletcher, Robert Leake, 
Cheryl Hoops, and David Jowdy. 
 

2018 Council Members and Responsibilities 
President – Laurel Davis 

Vice-President – Chris Steward 
Secretary – Jon Bruntz 

Treasurer – Dulcinea Rakestraw 
Fellowship Board – Jane Camenzind and 

 Camilla Wilson 
Finance Board – Sheryl Johnson 
Learning Board – Andrea Fuller 

Outreach Board – Ali Davis 
Property Board – Greg Keith and Jon Bruntz 

Service Board – Suzanne Koch 
Worship Board – Karen Pfeiffer 

 
Our 2018 Council will be installed on January 6-7 at 
all worship services. 

You are invited to hear more about the Always 
Being Made New Campaign for the ELCA at a 
reception on Saturday, January 13, at 3:00 p.m. in 
our Parish Hall.  Donors and leaders from all Area 5 
(Wichita-area) ELCA churches are invited.  
Refreshments, including wine, will be served.  
Pastor Ron Glusenkamp, Director of Always Being 
Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, will be 
with us.  (Many years ago, Ron was a pastor at 
Saint Paul’s in Wichita so his name and face may 
be familiar.) 
 
The Campaign for the ELCA is a five-year, $198 
million comprehensive campaign that is establishing 
a strong culture of stewardship in our denomination, 
allowing us to boldly do God’s work in Jesus’ name 
throughout the world.  (Pastor Mari was a voting 
member of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly that 
approved The Campaign.) 
 
We are delighted that Pastor Ron will also be 
preaching at our weekend worship services on 
January 13-14. 
 

 

On January 21, 2018, at 9:45 a.m., in the church 
sanctuary, the congregation will meet for its semi-
annual meeting. This meeting will include approval 
of a 2018 ministry budget and a second vote on the 
non-ELCA-required constitution changes. All 
members are encouraged to attend. 
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The celebration of Epiphany begins 
on January 6 and continues through 
February 13 this year.  The length of 
the season of Epiphany’s is 
determined by the date of Easter 
which then determines the date of 
Ash Wednesday (which, this year, is 
on Valentine’s Day).   
 
During the season of Epiphany, we 
celebrate the arrival of the Magi 
(often known as the wise men or 
three kings) to Bethlehem to see 
Jesus, and the revealing of Christ 
beyond Jerusalem, Judea, and 
Samaria, to the ends of the earth 
(Acts 1:8).  While the Bible includes 
little about the Magi, a strong 
tradition (going back to the seventh 
century) describes them as three 
men:  Gaspar of India, Melchior (the 
king of Nubia or Persia), and 
Balthasar of Babylonia or Arabia.  
Other traditions describe them as 
astrologers who had received their 
wealth through magic.  If they were, 
indeed, kings, it would have been 
protocol for them to present 
themselves to King Herod as they 
entered his territory. 
 
In 1895, Henry Van Dyke wrote a still 
popular novel about a fourth wise 
man, Artaban, who also sees the 
star but stops along the way to help 
a dying man and, as a result misses 
his rendezvous point with the other 
wise men as well as arriving at 
Bethlehem after Jesus and his 
parents have fled.  This story is still 
circulating the internet in various 
forms.  (The original is better!) 
 
Epiphany is often equated with light 
and comes as the daylight hours are 
beginning to lengthen.  One of my 
professors said that it is like the 
lightbulb hovering over someone’s 
head in a cartoon or the moment 
when we finally come to understand 
something or “see the light.”   
 
Epiphany also celebrates a 
“theophany,” a visible manifestation 
of God.  At Jesus’ birth, God was no 
longer somewhere out there, 
watching humanity from afar.  God’s 
people had been waiting in silence 
for more than 400 years and waiting 

for the Messiah for much, much 
longer.  At the birth of Jesus, God 
was right here with us as a cooing 
and crying (and maybe even 
screaming) baby.  This is an event 
of epic proportions, certainly, but it 
is important to note that this isn’t the 
first time God appeared to humans.  
The Hebrew Scriptures have many 
God-sightings:  Adam talked with 
God; Abraham and Sarah were 
visited by three angels; Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego were 
joined in the furnace; Moses 
needed to remove his sandals in 
the presence of the burning bush; 
Jacob wrestled with a “man” during 
his journey to reunite with his 
brother; and the list goes on.  Jesus 
ushers in a different kind of 
presence because he dwells with 
us, as one of us, for about 33 years 
before his death, resurrection, and 
ascension. 
 
Though it was done here several 
years ago, the Epiphany tradition of 
house blessing isn’t widely done by 
Lutherans.  Whether or not you had 
a house blessing service when you 
moved into your home, you can do 
an annual Epiphany blessing.  All 
you need is a piece of chalk and 
access to your doorframe.  You can 
light a candle,  say a prayer for your 
home and, with the piece of chalk, 
write on the door frame:  20 + CMB 
+ 18 (“Christus Mansionem 
Benedicat" which means "Christ 
bless this house" 2018). 
 
And, during this season of light, 
notice the light as you drive east in 
the morning or west in the evening.  
Notice how the position of the sun 
changes over time.  And remember 
to “Let your light so shine before 
others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in 
heaven.” 
  

Pastor Mari 
 
P.S.  You are also invited to 
celebrate light on January 9 as 
Reformation hosts the community 
“Listening for Peace” Worship at 
7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’m having an Epiphany!” 

 

The true light,  

which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 

John 1:9  

 

 
 
 

 

Pastor Mari Larson 
Senior Pastor 
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Open Door Pantry  
 

It’s a brand new year!  The 
New Year is often depicted as 
a baby so let’s celebrate by 
making our focus for January: 

ALL THINGS BABY-
RELATED 

Jars of baby food, baby cereal, diapers, wipes, 
formula – anything that might help moms and dads 
care for their little ones. 

Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for canned 
meat and fish, canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 

Place your items in the grocery cart located by the 
door in Parish Hall.   

 

 

Best Times of Life  
 

All those 55 and older are 
invited to meet January 8 at 
Noon in our Parish Hall for 
our monthly BTOL potluck. 
 
Our program will be 

presented by David Stuart who will share with us 
the history, the unique architecture and 
information about notable Wichitans entombed in 
the Old Mission Mausoleum. 
 
Please bring a covered dish to share and your 
own table service. Call Jolene Dougherty (776-
2068) or Doris Moden (213-2068) with your 
reservations. 
 

 
 
 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 
 January 11   Rebecca Circle, 9:30 a.m. 
       
 January 15   Blanket Makers, 9:30 a.m. 
 

  January 17   Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 
 

 January 29   Blanket Makers, 9:30 a.m. 

Thank you to 
all who 
participated in 
our Angel 
Tree!  All 
ornaments 
were claimed.  
Our “elves” 
from the 

Service Board (Cheryl Hoops and Suzanne 
Koch) delivered gifts to the Wichita Children’s 
Home.  We are also much better prepared for our 
Family Promise guests.  Suzanne writes, “I am 
always amazed at the generosity of this 
congregation.  You are always willing to give to 
others in need.  Thank you for all you do for 
others.” 
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to the congregation for the 
outpouring of Christmas cards and gifts, 
bonuses, and love gifts we have received!  
Pastor Mari, Pastor Kristin, Debbie, Carole, 
Dakota, Kristal, Nancy, and Kim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to our Advent speakers: Sheryl 

Johnson, Barbara Huff, Ken Hobart, Ruth Ann 
Koepsel, Laurie Peterson-Flaherty, Pastor Kristin,  

and Pastor Mari 

Do You Have an Article  
for the Re-Focus? 

 

 
Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office 

mailbox. 
Deadline for the February Re-Focus  

is January 15.  

Life Line Screening will be with us again on 
January 18th. If you would like to know 
more about the services they provide (and 
receive a member discount), please pick up 
a pink form in the church office. 
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Stephen 
Ministry 

 

Thank God for Mistakes! 

Some of us angrily berate and 
lecture ourselves when we make 
mistakes.  This new year would be a 
good time to replace this frustrating 
habit with thankfulness for even 
painful mistakes.  After all, mistakes 
are a learning process, they teach us 
new strategies, to seek assistance, 
to slow down and, most of all, to be 
mindful. 

Consider Stephen Ministry if you or 
someone you know is depressed 
over past mistakes.  For additional 
information contact one of the 
following Stephen Leaders for 
additional information:   

Anita Dorf (210-9121),  
David Dorf (208-4060),  

Lotus Gerards (683-8602),  
Marsha Sears (634-6101).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation will host the second Listening for Peace Worship on 
January 9 at 7:00 p.m.  This ecumenical worship service will 
include reflections from Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist 
pastors as well as music from Reformation musicians.  
Conversation follows.  Please invite friends and neighbors!  
Pastor Mari is on the planning committee for these events. 

Offering Envelopes 

Your 2018 envelope boxes are in 
the narthex. If you would like a box 
and there isn’t one there for you, 
please contact financial secretary, 
Janice Yeskie  

Have you heard us mentioned on KMUW (NPR radio)?   
A generous donor family purchased several advertising spots 

for Reformation, starting at Christmas and continuing into 
January.  Thank you! 

 
 

Bread Baker  
Needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you like to bake? Would you be interested in helping to 
provide the bread that is used for communion? One of our long-
time communion bread bakers, Jolene Dougherty, is retiring 
from this ministry (Thanks for your ministry, Jolene!), so we are 
looking for someone who would be willing to bake communion 
bread once a month. The bread would need to be at church 
before the 8:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday morning, but if 
you come to the late service, you can always drop it off on 
Friday during office hours. If this sounds like a ministry you 
would like to be a part of, please contact the church office (634-
0586). 

 

We make a living  
by what we get.  

We make a life by  
what we give.   
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Mark Arts Opening 
 

Our neighbors are opening 
their doors to the 
community this month, and 
we are invited to the 
Community Unveiling on 
Saturday, January 6, 
beginning with Ribbon 
Cutting at 9:45am and 
ending at 3:00pm. They are 
expecting a very large 
crowd, so feel free to park 
in the church parking lot. 

 

In case you need to rent space, Mark Arts is 
offering a 10% discount on rentals in their new 
Great Hall to Reformation members. Katy Dorrah, 
Executive Director of Mark Arts says, “If a member 
is interested in seeing the space and learning more 
about prices and availability they can contact 
Amanda Hill at 634-2787” 
 

 

Extra copies of the Winter 2017 issue of the 
Thrivent Magazine are now available at the Thrivent 
Financial display in the narthex. This issue’s 
features are… 

See if your retirement strategy is on track. 

Thrivent members help families recover and rebuild 
after natural disasters. 

Turning your life experiences, skills or hobbies into 
a way to help others. 

The Thrivent magazine is mailed to all members of 
Thrivent Financial.  If you are interested in 
becoming a member and enjoying all the available 
member benefits please contact Justin Carlson, 
Financial Associate, at 316-729-2631. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Thrivent members have directed $775 in Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to Reformation Lutheran Church 
through the first 11 months of 2017.  This is up from 
$693 this time last year.  Eligible members can 
direct their 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars until March 
2018 before they expire and are given away by 
other means. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Activities Bulletin Board 
 

There is a bulletin board in the parish hall that 
encourages youth to list their performances and 
games as an invitation to all of us to come out to 
support them. Check it out, add those events to your 
own calendar, and venture out to support our youth 
in their activities around the city! 
 
Youth – please add your activities to the calendar so 
that we can come out to support you! Calendars 
have been updated to reflect the new year. 
 
 

 
Recent Pastoral Acts 

 
 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Family 
Elianna Belle English 
Baptized on November 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joined in Holy Matrimony 
Sarah Wright & Jamin Wayne 
November 17 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Joining the Saints in Light 
Maurice Peterson 
Memorial Service on November 18 
 
Dorothea Rindt 
Funeral on November 30 
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Middle School Retreat 
On the weekend of Dec. 1–3 the Central States 
Synod’s 2nd Annual Middle School Retreat brought 
youth from across the synod together with camp 
counselors for Bible study, worship, games, 
fellowship and more. The retreat included 54 
youth, six pastors (including Pastor Kristin) and five 
summer staff (including Reformation’s Katie Hobart 
and Eric Jensen). 
 
Bible studies and worship were centered around 
the theme for the upcoming 2018 summer camp 
season: Endure: Low impact, Lasting Legacy. In 
between Bible studies and worship, youth enjoyed 
activities such as archery, geocaching, kickball, 
tossing a football, roasting marshmallows over a 
campfire, and time to just be in community.  

Women’s Night Out 
 

On January 23, join us 
for Women's Night Out 
at Chili's, 21st and 
Greenwich at 6:30 p.m. 
Questions contact 
Martha Deines 
(214-4414). 

Meegan,  Tina, and Susayn  
preparing the snacks 

Playing the Advent Memory Game 

Thanksgiving Pie Social 

Family Game Night 
Saturday, January 27 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Come join us for game night 
on Saturday, January 27, at 
6:30 p.m. (following Saturday 
evening worship). Bring your 
favorite game and a snack to 

share! Get ready to have some fun!  
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