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Ash Wednesday 
February 14, 2018 

12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been all over the internet for nearly a year.  Ash 
Wednesday is on Valentine’s Day this year.  Public 
opinion polls show an opposition to this 
convergence, but if we widen our view, they really 
do belong together, just not in the romantic, candy 
and flowers sort of way.   

God created us in love. Humanity through the ages 
(including you and me) messed that up.  But Jesus 
came and made it right again.   

On Valentine’s Day 2018, we invite you to make 
God’s love part of your celebration.  Ash 
Wednesday Worship is at 12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m.  

You are also invited to stay for lunch following the 
noon service, or come early for Chris Cakes 
Pancakes that evening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chris Cakes Ash Wednesday Supper 
Wednesday, February 14, 5:30-6:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

What better way to celebrate Valentine’s Day than 
to enjoy a dinner of flying pancakes, followed by 
Ash Wednesday worship? Bring all those you love 
to this Reformation Ash Wednesday tradition. Just 
$5 gets you all you can eat pancakes, sausage, and 
a beverage (juice and milk). 

 

 

Open Eyes, Hands, Ears,                          
Hearts, and Lives 

Midweek Lent Worship 

Wednesdays beginning February 21,                   
12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

The season of Lent provides us with the 
opportunity to re-focus our lives of discipleship. 
On Wednesdays during Lent, you are invited to 
join us for weekly midweek worship as we ask 
God to open our eyes, hands, ears, hearts and 
lives.  

Worship begins at 
12:00 noon and 
7:00 p.m. – with 
lunch following 
the noon worship 
and dinner at 6:00 
p.m. before the 
evening service. 
Join us as we seek 
together to open 
our lives to God’s 
will and work in 
this world. 
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This month we will step into the 
season of Lent. A time of reflection, 
repentance, and returning to God.  
 
Often this season has us looking 
inward – thinking about the ways we 
need to change, things we need to give 
up or take on, reflecting on our 
relationship with God and where we 
might need to put in a little extra work 
to make that relationship flourish.  
 
We all need to take time to do that. We 
need to take a good, hard look at 
ourselves and be honest about who 
we are and where we are going. But 
always looking inward can lead us to 
ignore the world around us.  
 
During Lent, we will be challenged to 
open ourselves to what God has in 
store for us. That will include some 
looking inward, but also looking out to 
the world.  
 
As we gather for worship on 
Wednesdays during Lent, each week 
we will ask God to open us up – open 
our eyes, our hands, our ears, our 
hearts and our lives. We might not 
even realize the ways that we have 
closed ourselves off from one another, 
the world, and the wonders of God. 
And so we will ask God to work in us 
and help us explore what it looks like 
for us to live in a way that we are open 
to God’s work in the world and in us – 
and then boldly step into that 
openness. 
 

On the first Sunday in Lent, we will 
all gather together during the 
learning hour for an 
intergenerational event called 
“Sprinkle Kindness Like Confetti.” 
This is just one of the ways that we 
will intentionally look outward 
during this season. We will plan 
different ways that we can “sprinkle 
kindness” in our families, in our 
schools, at work, throughout our 
community and even in the world! 
Bring your ideas to share that 
morning and join us as we seek to 
share kindness wherever we go! 
 
I leave you with the blessing that 
will send us out from worship on 
Wednesdays: 

 
Go into the world with  
 eyes open  
  to the transforming  
  light of Christ,  
 hands open  
  to serve those you meet,  
 ears open  
  to the call of the Spirit,  
 hearts open  
  to the bountiful love of God, 
 and lives open  
  to follow Christ to the cross. 
The God who opened for us  
 the way of everlasting life  
 + bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

   
God’s peace & joy, 

 

 

Open Lives 
 

Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 
Associate Pastor 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Open my eyes, Lord. 
Open my hands, Lord. 
Open my ears, Lord. 

Open my heart, Lord. 
Open my life, Lord. 

Amen. 
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Open Door Pantry  
Focus for February 

 
Busy parents sometimes need 
a way to provide a quick meal 
with little prep time. How 
about we make this month’s 
food focus: BOXED DINNERS 
 

Macaroni & cheese, shells & cheese, Hamburger 
Helper, Homestyle Bakes, Asian Helper – there are 
dozens of options available. Pick up one (or two or 
three) and help feed hungry families in Wichita. 
 
Don’t forget we ALWAYS have a need for canned 
meat and fish, canned vegetables and fruit, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, dried beans, cereal and 
oatmeal, sugar and flour, soup and crackers. 
Place your items in the grocery cart located by the 
door in Parish Hall.   
 

 
Best Times of Life  

 

All those 55 and older are 
invited to attend our February 
12 meeting at Noon in our 
Parish Hall for our BTOL 
potluck. 
 

Our speaker will be Cynthia Martinez, Homeless 
Education Liaison, who will tell us of the work of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education program.  The 
program promotes stability and academic success 
for the homeless children and youth in the Wichita 
school system.   
 

Bring a covered dish to share and your own table 
service.  Please call Jolene Dougherty (776-2068) 
or Doris Moden  (636-8996) with your reservations. 

 
 

Women of Reformation Calendar 
All activities are held at the church unless otherwise noted. 

 
 February 5   Blanket Makers 9:00 a.m. 
 
 February 15  Rebecca Circle      10:00 a.m. 
       
 February 19  Blanket Makers     9:00 a.m. 
 

  February 21   Dorcas Circle         1:30 p.m. 
  

Beyond Tolerance  
Dinner Dialogues 

Thursday, February 22, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinner Dialogues are an opportunity to hear the ex-
periences and perspectives of people from a range of 
faiths, races and back-grounds. The dialogues center 
around a shared meal in someone's home. A group of 
8-10 people gather with a trained facilitator at a host 
home at 6:00 p.m. for dinner and to take turns an-
swering questions about their lives and perspectives 
on the world. These dialogues are a time to listen and 
learn in a non-intimidating setting.  
 
Go to www.beyondtolerancewichita.org to register 
for the February 22 dinner dialogues. 

Partners for Wichita Trivia Night 
Saturday, February 17, 7:00 p.m.   

  

 

 

 
  

Partners for Wichita is hosting its popular Trivia 
night fundraiser on Saturday, February 17, at 
First Presbyterian Church, 525 N. Broadway. 
 
Doors open at 6:15 p.m. and trivia games begin at  
7:00 p.m.  Teams of 8 people compete for prizes 
with other teams through 10 rounds of trivia. Each 
round will have 10 questions and the team works 
together to answer the questions. Trivia categories 
vary greatly. The team with the most correct an-
swers wins a prize. Between rounds, enjoy games, 
conversation, laughter, and the silent auction.  
 
The registration fee for a Reformation table has 
already been paid by an anonymous donor! If you 
are interested in being part of our team, contact 
Pastor Kristin ASAP to sign up (316-634-0586 ). 
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Stephen Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said, “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one 
another.  Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one 
another.  By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples...”   
 
Paul applied this to everyday life 
when he wrote, “Live in harmony 
with one another, do not be 
haughty, but associate with the 
lowly;  do not claim to be wiser 
than you are.  Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil. . . .”  Beautiful words 
but, at times difficult to apply to 
contentious situations. 
 
If your life is presenting 
distressing challenges, consider 
Stephen Ministry, a one-to-one 
ministry that works to provide 
Christ’s healing love to anyone 
experiencing difficult 
situations.  For additional 
information, contact one of the 
following Stephen Ministry 
Leaders:  Anita Dorf (210-9124), 
David Dorf (208-4064),Lotus 
Gerards (683-8602),  Marsha Sears 
(634-6101). 
 
Heavenly Father, please help us in 
our challenging lives to remember 
your Son’s new commandment, 
“Love one another,” the one 
commandment that summarizes the 
spirit of all Ten Commandments.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you read in Pastor Kristin’s article on page 2, we are moving into the 
season of Lent.  As part of our worship during Lent, two things will be 
different (at all three worship services each weekend).   
 

First, you will be invited to kneel to receive Communion.   Kneeling is a 
gesture of reverence.  As you kneel, we invite you to think about 
Christ’s gifts to you:  salvation, forgiveness, Communion itself as a 
means of grace, love…  Those whose bodies have difficulty or great 
pain in kneeling are welcome to simply stand during this time.   
 

Second, we will not sing congregational hymns or songs during 
communion.  There will be special music and instrumental music, but 
this will be time for most of us to simply listen and reflect. 
 

As we set apart our Lenten worship with more opportunities for 
reflecting inward and “upward” (to God), may we be more prepared to 
look outward at the world and our callings in it. 
 
 
 

Lenten Meals 

As we gather for worship during 
the season of Lent, part of our 
time together has involved lunch 
following the noon service and 
dinner before the evening 
service. Those meals have been 
provided by groups or 
individuals from the 
congregation.  

The Fellowship Ministry Board is once again seeking volunteers to 
provide these meals. The meals don’t need to be fancy. Soups, salads, 
pasta dishes, potato or taco bars are all perfectly acceptable. Whatever 
you would like to do! You can sign up to provide lunch (plan for about 
20 people), or dinner (plan for about 50 people). You may donate your 
meal or submit receipts to be reimbursed.  

There will be a sign-up sheet available in the narthex, and if you have 
any questions, you may contact one of the members of that ministry 
board – Ken Hobart, Angela Davis, Jane Camenzind, Camilla Wilson, or 
Pastor Kristin. Thanks in advance for serving in this way! 
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Middle School Youth Quake 
February 2-4, 2018 

 

Have you heard that “youthquake” was the 2017 word of the year? Our 
middle school youth are about to make it the February 2018 word of the 
month by attending this year’s Youth Quake - a fun weekend, filled with 
awesome speakers, great musicians, and a chance to dress up super crazy 
– all at the Hyatt Regency here in Wichita! 
  
Quake provides youth the opportunity to praise and worship God, 
experience a caring community, develop healthy relationships with other 
youth, grow deeper faith through focused workshops, discuss issues of 
interest, package life-saving meals, and learn more about global hunger. 
  
The musicians for the weekend are Swen and Dean—two brothers that 

combine their love for God and others with their love of music. Our speaker is Gabe Kasper, who is a pastor and 
church planter in Houston. He enjoys playing soccer, reading books, listening to punk rock, and cheering on his 
beloved Green Bay Packers (he and PK will likely be quick friends!). 
 

Please keep the following youth and adults in your prayers as they attend this great weekend:  
 

Spencer Beers, Cecelia Jowdy, Maya Reed  
Jacob Wetta, Gavin Willett  

Steven Woelk and Pastor Kristin. 

Camp Tomah Shinga 
 

Online registration for summer camp at Tomah Shinga is open! 
Not only will our confirmation students be attending camp 
together this summer (July 15-20), but there are all kinds of 
opportunities for youth—1st grade through high school—to share 
in a memory making, faith building, fun week at camp! 
  
There is also a great opportunity for families to experience camp 
together through a Family Camp Weekend. As much fun, faith, and 
camp will be packed into this 3 day mini-camp (July 1-3) as 
possible. 
  
Tomah Shinga’s traditional week long summer camp is filled with 
opportunities for youth to have fun while exploring their faith on 
a deeper level. Worship and bible studies are a key component to 
the ministry.  While exploring our faith is the most important part 

of camp, there is plenty of time to sing around the campfire, swim in the pool, do high and low ropes, explore 
840 acres of beautiful land, and a thousand other things to have fun while building friendships that can last a 
lifetime and growing in faith. 
  
Plan now for a week at camp to be part of your summer. If you are concerned about costs, scholarships are 
available. Contact Pastor Kristin (634-0586).  
  
You can see the full Tomah Shinga schedule on their website (www.tomahshinga.com) and can register now!  
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From the Worship Committee:   
 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped beautify our church 
during the seasons of Advent and Christmas: Anita and David Dorf, 
Marsha Meili, Marsha Sears, Nancy 
Martin, Karen Pfeiffer, Pastor Mari 
Larson and Gary Werbowski, Greg and 
Allison Keith, and Gene Bowers. 
   
 

There is a saying that goes "many hands 
make light work."  Such was the case 
after Traditional Worship on Sunday, 
January 7th.  We had a great and large 
group of volunteers available to help 
"undeck" the halls.  As soon as the sanctuary emptied, we started the 
process of taking down the trees, garlands and wreaths and hauling 
boxes to the basement.  Thank you to Keith Martin and Rob and 
Kristal Cutler for jumping in without hesitation to make the job go 
so much faster!  The spirit of service is very strong at RLC! 
 

 
As you consider your offering of time and talents next fall, please 
consider the very important ministry of beautifying the church 
during the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Holy Week and 
Easter.   You don't have to volunteer for all of the seasons, and you 
won't be responsible for every element - we just need more hands. 
Thanks! 
  

 

 

Do You Have an Article for the Re-Focus? 
 

Please e-mail Debbie or leave in the office mailbox. 
Deadline for the March Re-Focus  is February 15.  

Sprinkle Kindness Like 
Confetti 

Sunday, February 18, 9:45 a.m. 
  

As we enter into 
the season of 
Lent, we are 
encouraged to 
look beyond 
ourselves to see 
the needs of 
others. On 
Sunday, February 

18 during the Learning Hour, we will all 
gather together in the Parish Hall as we 
brainstorm ways that we can truly 
“sprinkle kindness like confetti” - sharing 
God’s love with those around us!  

Youth Group Bowling 
Sunday, February 25, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

 
All middle school and high 
school youth are invited to a fun 
afternoon at the Alley on 
Sunday, February 25 at 2:00 
p.m. We will see how many pins 
we can knock down while 
snacking on some pizza and 
having a great time! Bowling and 
pizza will be provided. If you 
would like other snacks or want 
to do additional activities (arcade, go-carts, laser maze, 
etc.) you will need to bring your own money for those 
things (and may need parental consent forms – they are 
available from PK).  Hope to see you all there! 

 

Mark your calendars!  
Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School  

is coming to Reformation— 
July 23-27, 2018! 

 
Our VBS team will also be hosting a 
VBS FunShop on Saturday, March 3 
for any area congregations that are 
also using Group’s Shipwrecked cur-
riculum. If you have friends whose 
churches are also using Shipwrecked 
this summer, encourage them to sign-
up for this informative and helpful 
training on the Group Publishing web-
site! 
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Weekend Worship  
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Rise Worship, 8:30 a.m. 
                 Learning for all Ages, 9:45 a.m. (Sept –May) 
      Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
                                
Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday, 8:30 a.m.– 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
 
How to Reach Us 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
7601 E. 13th Street N. | Wichita, KS 67206 
634-0586 phone | www.reformation-lutheran.org 
 
Reformation Staff 
Mari Larson, Senior Pastor 
  
Kristin Woelk, Associate Pastor  
  
Debbie Stephens, Office Administrator    
  
Dakota Bennett, Organist 
  
Nancy Martin, Saturday Pianist                  

 
Kristal Cutler, Director of Choirs 

 
Carole Lyons-Osborne, Custodian 
Kim Powell, Childcare Provider 

Non-Profit Org. 
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REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
“A Stephen Ministry Congregation” 

7601 East 13th Street North 
Wichita, KS 67206-1278 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
February 2018 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 
@reformationlutheranict 
 
 
 
 
Tweet with us 
@RefLuthKS 
 
 
 
 
This QR code will take you  
to our website 

 


