
  

 

January 2022 
Reformation Lutheran 

Church 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 
God’s work. Our hands. 

Greetings from the Church Council. 

Following our decision to discontinue the Saturday evening service and to contin-

ue (for the time being) with two Sunday services, we have heard from many of 

you. We want you to know that we hear you, and that we are continuing to listen 

as we move forward as a church body. Please know, that we do not take our role 

lightly and that each decision we have made has been carefully and prayerfully 

considered with all members’ needs, desires, and preferences in mind.  

We ask that you give us grace, as we continue to ponder the future service sched-

ule and format. Our letter in RefLife asked that we be given time as we consider a 

move forward into one service per week. After the holidays, Pr. Ralen, the musi-

cians, the worship board, and representatives from each service will come to-

gether to continue discussions around what service/services best meet our 

needs. It is no easy task to find the right combination to spiritually feed those 

who enjoy contemporary, traditional, and everything in between. To do that, we 

simply need a bit of time. Time to mediate, create, and implement.  

We appreciate all who have shared their thoughts, participated in the surveys, 

served on boards and committees, and shared their gifts with us. Reformation is 

blessed to have so many who care deeply about our church body. We will contin-

ue to look to you for guidance as we move forward.  

Sincerely, 

Your Church Council  
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Spiritual New Year   

  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here” -2 Corinthians 5:17  

  

We have officially entered a new year, 2022! It seems this year has passed by in a blink 
of an eye, but at times it dragged on. This year has been full of ups and downs, moments 
of pure joy, full of hope that it was bursting at the seams and everything in between. Yet, 
no matter how we embark on a new year, it seems that the vast majority of us have either 
two mindsets, grasp to the mantra "New Year, New Me" and implement New Years Res-
olutions to get smaller, save more, slow down, devote more time to family and the list are 
endless. Or they take another route and ignore it completely. They dread that the gyms 
will be overpacked; they reflect on what they didn't do, on how they wasted time, and the 
list goes on. 
  

Yet, I want to focus on this year, not on the New Year's Resolutions or the dread of another year down. So, I 
urged you to step into this new year with a fresh perspective. I want you to have the tenacity to let every-
thing terrible this past year in 2021 go and embrace 2022 for this year will allow you to grow, see God clear-
er, step deeper into your faith and renew your spirit. So, I call this year a year of spiritual awakening.  
  

Thus, I put together four ways you can be spiritually fed and awakened this year. 
  

New Growth: how are you growing? Where do you need to succeed? Ask yourself these questions as you 
fall into destructive patterns and seek things that are comfortable and not things that are fortifying. Look at 
what is stretching you and how it is making you step out of your comfort zone. When we grow into who we 
want to be and not what we want to be, we feel lighter and brighter.  
  

New Goals: lose weight, gain more income, make that promotion; these are the benchmarks in which we 
measure if our goal was reached, and yet all of that dieting, budgeting, and weekend work we take home 
does not necessarily give us a checkpoint in our faith life. So, I challenge you to change the benchmark to 
read more of your bible, pray more, do more acts of service, and say I love you. 
   

New Possibilities: God tells us that He is more significant/greater than anything we can conceive or fathom. 
We cannot quantify God, nor can we ever see all the things God has done, so just like God's possibilities are 
endless so are yours. For you were created in God's image, which means that anything you can conceive, 
you can do. You are not limited to your circumstance, past, or failures. 
  

New Chances: H. Jackson Brown Jr. once said, "nothing is more expansive than a missed opportunity," so 
leap into the footsteps of the biblical people and take chances and opportunities. Muster up the courage like 
Ruth and embark on new areas without trepidation. Speak into your truth without apologies like Rahad, who 
spoke of God's sovereignty when she wasn't deemed fit or capable. Take a chance; it can change your world. 
You are able, talented, skilled, and gifted. 
   

Thus, I hope you are spiritually challenged, fed, and awakened this year. The new year doesn’t need to bring 
resolutions, avoidance or complacency but a chance to see it with a fresh perspective that challenges your 
faith, pushes your limits and renews your spirit.  
  

May the Lord, bless you and keep you; the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the lord turn 
his face toward you and give you peace.  
   

 Rev. Ralen Robinson  
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• Bob has been a member for over 35 years (he isn’t 
sure exactly when he joined but he moved to Wichi-
ta in 1985). Carol isn’t officially a member but has 
been involved with the church for many years. 

• They will celebrate their 31st wedding anniversary 
in February. 

• Carol grew up in Wichita. Bob grew up in East Pe-
tersburg, PA, then moved to Greensburg, Indiana 
in middle school and then to Salina, KS in high 
school. 

• Bob went to KU and studied engineering. Carol 
went to Newman University (it was Kansas New-
man when she attended) and studied biology. 

• Carol worked in IT before she retired. She has 
been busy this past year helping in the church of-
fice! Bob is an engineer at Spirit. 

• They have 2 daughters, Emily and Libby, and a dog 
named Deke. According to the girls they also have 
a granddog and a grandcat. 

• One of them doesn’t like pickled beets. You’ll have 
to ask them if you want to know who it is! 

• They attend the RISE service based on the time of 
day  

• The youth who attend Youth Quake refer to them 
as the “macaroni and cheese people” because Bob 
and Carol have brought macaroni and cheese and 
brownies for Saturday dinner for the past several 
Quake events. Apparently the youth don’t know 
their names! 

ᗪᎥᗪ Ƴᗝᑌ ᛕᑎᗝᗯ? 
Fun Facts about Reformation Lutheran 

Church: 

• In 1976 girl scouts, cub scouts and the men’s 
breakfast were started at Reformation. 

• In the 1990’s Reformation was a pilot congregation 
for the Oaks Indian Center “Bring Up a Child” capi-
tal appeal. Oaks Indian Center is a residential 
school for Native American students and is located 
in northeast Oklahoma. 

• There were 3 youth groups at Reformation in 1992: 
3rd-5th graders, the middle schoolers known as 
Friends of God (FOG) and a high school group 

• In 1999, 350 people regularly attended Sunday ser-
vices 

• Over the years, member Wil Johnson wrote and 
directed many fabulous plays at Reformation. Many 
of us were actors or stage crew. Who can forget 
the Christmas production with the 3 Wise Guys! 

Make sure you put the Congregational Meeting on your 

calendars! 

It is on Sunday, January 23, at 10:15 a.m. 

Following a single worship service at 9:00 a.m. 

…for your donations of 
socks, t-shirts and underwear  
for the Homeless we serve at 
the Homeless Breakfast. As 
usual for Reformation, the 
box in which we were col-
lecting items was overflow-
ing to boxes and sacks on the 

floor. These items were made available on Saturday De-
cember 18 to help those in need find a little warmth this 
winter. Thank each of you for your amazing generosity. 
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This year's Quake Youth Event is in-person this year on 
February 4-6, 2022. It is held at the Hyatt Regency Wichita on 
400 Waterman. If you are interested, let Pr. Ralen know. It is 
sure to be a fantastic event with an awesome musical guest, 

Echelon (Pr. Lowell’s band). 
Youth Age Requirement: Grades 6-12 

 

                          GIVING BACK 

It seems the theme for the youth last month was giving 
back.  

For December, the youth of Reformation picked angels 
off the angel tree and  donated clothing to the less fortu-
nate. They not only donated items but their time and 
talent.  

One of the teens Izzy Encapera, organized gift bags for 
men experiencing homelessness. She and some of the 
youth came together to put over 100 bags for them, 
along with a sweet treat.  

The feeling of giving back and holiday cheer was in-
deed in the air and felt by all with their generosity. 

National Youth Gathering 

 

 

 

 

In the summer of 2022, Reformation is going to the 

ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN. Youth 

from 9th-12th grade will all gather to explore with 

the larger church God’s boundless love with all 65 

synods, including Alaska and Puerto Rico. So please 

mark your calendars and start preparing because 

HERE WE COME Twin Cities! 

YOUTH NEWS 
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Teachers are needed for  children’s Sunday 
School classes for Pre-k thru 3rd and 4th thru 
6th grades.   You can teach a single Sunday or 
sign-up for the entire semester.   

If you would like to volunteer  please go to Sign
-up Genius to register.  There is a link in the E-
mail Blast or use this link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 
10C0B4AA9A723A57-sunday 

Wanting to Serve During Worship? 

If you would like to assist during Worship, 
there are opportunities to serve at the Rise  
or Traditional service,  as Lectors, Ushers, 
Acolytes/Crucifer and to deliver the  Chil-
dren’s Message.    

Sign up is easy using the SignupGenius app.    
The links are in the weekly E-mail Blast.   
Just click on the date and service you would 
like to serve and sign up. Or call the office 
and we will get you signed-up. 

Winter storm coming? 

It’s that time of year again!   
If Reformation Lutheran Church can-
cels worship due to inclement weather, 
you can find out by checking:. 

 

→ our Facebook page 

→ kwch.com 

→ KWCH television   

→ your e-mail for an e-mail blast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for BTOL  

Monday 

January 10, at 12:00 

Please bring food to share plus your own table  

service. 
 

Hope to see you then! 

 
Jan  4   Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m. 

Jan  11   Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m 

Jan 13   Rebecca Circle, 10:00a..m. 

Jan 18   Blanket Makers, 900 a.m. 

Jan 19   Dorcas Circle, 1:30 p.m. 

Jan 25   Blanket Makers, 9:00a.m. 
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Parish nursing is back! 

 

What is Parish nursing? 

This is a congregational caring and healing ministry to promote health and wellness in mind, 
body, and spirit. A parish nurse is a RN with a KS license to promote this healing ministry 
of the Church with confidentiality and professional standards. The role includes 
visiting patients in hospitals and care facilities and assisting with spiritual and grief support.  
 

Please welcome Sarah McFarlane, RN, to this volunteer  position. 

If you would like to become involved in the Parish Nurse program, please contact Sarah.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Door Food Pantry 
 It is a New Year and 2022 is filled with hope and 
promise for the people of Wichita.  We will support 
this hope with our continuing donations of food items 
to the United Methodist Urban Ministry’s Open Door 
Food Pantry.  This month Reformation will collect 
canned foods.  These staples have probably been de-
pleted through the holidays and our help is needed in 
providing canned foods of all kinds.  Our food cart 
remains in the Narthex and will gladly fill with as 
many cans as you donate.  Together we CAN make a 
difference.    
- Thank you from the Service Board 

Stephen Ministry 
 

 Your Stephen Ministry 
crew remains focused on 
providing one-on-one Chris-
tian caregiving to those in 
need of someone to listen 
and reflect.  If you know of 
someone who would benefit 
from Stephen Ministry, 

please let our placement coordinator, Lotus 
Gerards, know.  
 Her phone number is 683-8602.   

Altar Guild Welcomes  

New Chairperson 

Welcome to Allison Bruntz, Reformation’s 

New Altar Guild Chairperson 2022!

 The Homebound Communion Ministry is 
looking for additional volunteers to help 
bring Communion to those who can not at-
tend church services in person.  

Homebound Communion was restarted in 
December after being paused due to COVID. 
Communion is brought to the homebound on 
the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

This service was started over 20 years ago 
and delivers communion to congregants once 
a month. There are 10-12 members who regu-
larly serve Communion to those who are sick 
or homebound. This service has provided nu-
merous individuals with Communion and 
conversation.  

IN REACH MINISTRY 

Reaching out to inactive members:  

The In-Reach Board is  working on ways to stay 
connected and to reach out to those in our con-
gregation. We sent out postcards to members to 
welcome them back to in-person worship. We 
are gathering information and plan to have a 
phone call visit with members in 2022. 
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Welcome  

To our 2022 Church Council 

This year, we thank the council members who 
served and welcome the new council members 
who have stepped up.  

We say so long to Tanya Flores, Jane Camen-
zind, Andrea Fuller, and Dulcinea Rakestraw.  

We welcome Lynette Wetta, Barbara Huff, 
and Suzanne Koch.  

 

Council 2022  

President:       Marcia Werts  

Vice President:      Suzanne Koch  

Secretary:       Tom McFarlane  

Treasure:       David Dorf  

Financial  Secretary:    Cam Wilson  

 

Council Members:    Barbara Huff  

         Tim Allbritten  

         Sheryl Johnson  

         Lynette Wetta  

         Jan Mullinix  

         Alan Hicks  

         Mark McKinney 

 
This year has been full of staff changes. We 
have let go of people, and we have tearfully 
said so long.  
 
We have said goodbye to our longtime cus-
todian Carole Lyons-Osborne who, after 
serving Reformation since 1996, had to ab-
ruptly retire due to sickness. 
 
 We have said goodbye to Kim Powell as 
she has moved miles away and Royce 
Shoemaker as she left to deal with personal 
and family issues.  
 
The Reformation staff has grown and dwin-
dled this year. Yet, we still prevail.  
 
We have a temporary custodian, Natisha 
Roberts. 
 
We have completed interviews and extend-
ed and offer for a  new administrative assis-
tant and are waiting on a reply.  
 
We have a new  bell choir director ,Howard 
Webb, and organist Burton Tidwell.  
 
We are still seeking a childcare provider for 
Sunday.  
 
While job descriptions have merged and 
consolidated, we are forming a solid team 
to continue the Reformation mission.  
 
Administrative Assistant:     TBD 
Organist:          Burton Tidwell 
Bell Choir Director:              Howard Webb  
Temporary Custodian:        Natisha Roberts 


